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THE    CHEMISTS'    AND  DRUGGISTS' 
DIARY. 

Our  Diary  for  1896,  which  will  be  presented  free  to  all 
subscribers  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  is  now  in 
active  preparation,  and  the  publisher  is  booking  space  for 
advertisements  in  it.  There  is  no  better  medium  for  adver- 
tising all  kinds  of  goods  handled  by  the  drug  and  chemical 
trades,  for  in  addition  to  its  universal  distribution,  its  daily 
use  in  thousands  of  pharmacies  and  offices  ensures  that  the 
advertisements*  will  appeal  to  buyers  of  goods  every  day  of 
the  year.  The  results  are,  therefore,  the  best  possible,  and 
quite  war  rat  t  advertisers  in  taking  good  space  and  paying 
special  care  to  make  their  announcements  comprehensive 
and  useful.  The  publisher  will  gladly  give  full  particulars 
to  inquirers. 

POSTCARD  COMPETITION. 

During  the  present  month  we  invite  subscribers  and  their 
emp'oyes  to  tell  us,  on  postcards,  the  business  benefits  of 
The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary.  Our  object  is  to 
ascertain  from  as  wide  a  circle  as  possible  opinions  regarding 
the  utility  of  the  Diary,  especially  as  a  help  in  business. 
We  do  net  object  to,  but  would  be  glad  rather  if  competitors 
add,  suggestions  which  have  occurred  to  them  for  increasing 
the  usefulness  of  this  favourite  desk- companion.  We  shall 
give  a  prize  of  a  guinea  to  the  writer  of  the  best  report 
whether  it  is  critical  or  otherwise. 


Summary 


Five  cases  of  carbolic-acid  poisoning  are  recorded  on.' 
p.  513 

The  Pharmaceutical  S  iciety  of  Ireland  are  to  elect  new 
examiners  shortly  (p.  515). 

We  report  upon  the  photographic  exhibitions  which  are 
open  in  London  just  now  (p.  525). 

A  registered  druggist  in  Belfast  has  had  to  pay  up 
for  compounding  a  prescription  (p.  531). 

A  Leicester  chemist  accepts  an  injunction  and  pays 
40Z  for  imitating  Beecham's  pills  (p.  532). 

Dr.  Danford  Thomas  has  made  some  pertinent  remarks 
in  regard  to  signing  the  poisons-boik  (p.  513). 

We  print  verbatim  the  Edinburgh  Sheriff-substitute's  jur~g"~ 
ments  in  the  Pharmacy  Act  cases  decided  there  last  ween 
(p.  530). 

The  opening  of  the  session  at  the  various  Medical 
Schools  has  been  maiked  by  some  striking  addresses,  a  few 
of  which  we  refer  to  (p.  534). 

Mr  Bannister  stated  in  court  the  other  day  the  circum- 
stances which  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  present  Somerset 
House  standard  for  milk  (p.  515). 

Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer,  before  leavirg  for  a  trip  to  the 
States,  laid  before  Stratford  people  his  views  on  technical 
training  and  trade-unions  (p.  512). 

The  disadvantage  of  buying  sponges  and  breaking  bulk 
by  using  some  and  returning  others  is  shown  by  a  case 
decided  by  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  (p.  531). 

A  Bootle  storeman  who  sold  Towle's  chlorodyne  hfs  been 
fined  101.  and  costs  under  the  Pharmacy  Act — 51.  for  the  sale- 
and  51.  for  keeping  open  shop  for  that  purpose  (p.  530). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  had  not  much  business  on 
Wednesday,  but  it  resolved  to  press  forward,  in  co- operation 
with  other  bodies,  the  Bill  to  amend  the  Companies  Act,  s> 
as  to  counteract  evasion  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  by  company 
trading  (p.  518). 

An  extraordinary  general  meeting  of  the  demists'  Co- 
operative Society  (Limited)  has  been  held,  at  which  a  section 
of  the  shareholders  endeavoured  to  get  steps  taken  to  have 
the  company  wound  up.  Owing  to  an  informality  no  resolu- 
tions could  be  passed  (p.  524). 

Pasteur's  death  last  Saturday  is  one  of  our  principal 
records  this  week.  Oar  Paris  correspondent  communicates, 
a  graphic  account  of  the  savant's  life  and  a  recent  portrait 
(p.  516),  while  we  give  an  appreciation  of  his  influence  upon 
science  and  medicine  (p.  526). 

A  representative  of  the  Austrian  Embassy  in  London 
received  on  Wednesday  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
the  Hanbury  gold  medal  for  conveyance  to  Professor  Vogl, 
of  Vienna.  We  print  a  portrait  ot  the  professor  and  brief 
particulars  of  his  career  (p.  519). 

The  Pharmacie  Centrale  de  France,  which  is  the  largest 
wholesale  drugr- house  in  France,  has  reached  an  annual 
turnover  of  12  000,000f.,  and  the  occasion  was  celebrated  on 
Sunday  by  a  banquet  given  by  M.  Ch.  Buchet,  which  our 
Paris  correspondent  writes  about  (p.  517). 

Professor  Frederick  T.  Roberts,  of  University 
College,  delivered  the  introductory  address  at  Bloomsbury 
Square  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  and  by  his  effective  style 
of  delivery  and  the  common-senss  nature  of  the  rimaiks 
immensely  pleased  the  audience  (p.  520). 

Not  very  many  changes  of  importance  are  recorded  in 
our  Trade  Reports  this  week.    In  a  number  of  articles  the 
upward  movement  has  received  a  momentary  check,  although  - 
it  is  quite  possible  that  speculative  activity  may  be  resumed 
shortly.    We  print  an  interesting  circular  which  has  been 
sent  cut  by  the  English  iodine-resublimers  to  their  wholesale 
customers,  and  comment  thereon.     The  circular  re'ates  to  . 
a  "  drawback  "  to  be  henceforth  allowed  on  iodine  prepara- 
tions.   Matters  of  interest  to  the  trade  will  also  be  found  ;' 
in  our  letters  from  Liverpool.  Newcastle-on-Tjne  G!a'gDw.  „ 
Amsterdam,  New  Ycrk,  and  Smyrna  (p  536). 
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New  "Wine  licences. 

Off  licences  for  the  sale  of  wine  have  been  granted  to  the 
following  chemists  and  druggists  : — 

Mr.  Alfred  Yeates,  chemist,  Stourbridge. 

Mr.  Eric  Lemmon,  47  High  Street,  Exeter. 

Mr.  G.  Stocker,  189  Sidwell  Street,  Exeter. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Lund,  chemist,  Penny  Street,  Lancaster. 

Mr.  Wm.  Wyatt,  chemist,  Stonewell,  Lancaster. 

Mr.  J.  Rymer  Young,  chemist,  Sankey  Street,  Warrington. 

Mr.  Philip  Lee,  chemist,  Wem,  Shropshire. 

Mr.  Samborne  Cook,  chemist,  76  Radford  Road,  Hyson 
■  Green,  Nottingham. 

Mr.  George  James  Dusart,  High  Street  Drug-stores, 
^Hastings. 

A  vigorous  fight  was  waged  at  the  Brewster  Sessions  at 
Holsworthy  (Devon),  in  reference  to  licences  granted  to  Mr. 
W.  J.  Holman,  chemist,  and  Mr.  L.  H.  Pellew,  chemist,  both 
of  Holsworthy.  Both  of  these  gentlemen  appear  to  hold  full 
public-house  licences,  and  the  Magistrates  were  much  dis- 
inclined to  grant  renewals.  Mr.  Pellew  has  .been  licensed 
'for  many  years,  but  Mr.  Holman  took  over  a  licensed  house 
last  March.  The  Magistrates  had  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  licences  were  unnecessary  for  the  convenience  and 
benefit  of  the  town  of  Holsworthy  and  district,  and  they 
made  their  Clerk  the  objector.  He  gave  sworn  evidence,  and 
the  temperance  party  of  the  town  presented  a  petition  against 
the  renewal  of  the  licences,  signed  by  254  residents ;  but  the 
applicants  were  prepared  with  petitions,  each  signed  by 
nearly  1,000  inhabitants,  which  number,  it  was  said,  included 
about  two-thirds  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  district.  There 
was  no  sort  of  complaint  against  either  of  the  houses. 
Ultimately  the  Magistrates,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
temperance  party  had  not  come  forward  insufficient  strength, 
resolved  to  grant  the  licences  for  this  year. 

Drug  contracts. 

Mr.  A^  W.  Gerrard,  of  Chertsey,  has  been  appointed 
chemist  and  druggist  to  the  Chertsey  Board  of  Guardians. 

Messrs.  Walton  &  Co.  have  secured  ths  contract  for  the 
supply  of  carbolic  soap  at  2\d.  per  lb.  to  the  Mere  Board  of 
Guardians. 

The  Chard  Board  of  Guaidians  have  contracted  with  Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith  for  the  supply  of  drug3  and  trusses  to  the 
workhouse. 

.  The  Horsham  Guardians  have  appointed  Mr.  R.  Gallier, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Horsham,  to  supply  medicines  to  the 
workhouse. 

The  Stoke  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the  tender 
of  Mr.  J.  W.  Moore,  chemist  and  druggist,  Hanley,  for  the 
:  supply  of  drugs  to  the  workhouse. 

The  Shoreditch  Guardians  have  contracted  with  Messrs. 
1  Hill  &  Son,  Southwark,  for  the  supply  of  drugs,  medical 
appliances,  &c  ,  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  H.  W.  G.  Morris,  chemist,  of  Thame,  has  again 
secured  the  contract  for  soaps,  disinfectants,  and  oils  to  the 
Thame  Union  for  the  nest  six  months. 

Th3  Evesham  B>ard  of  Giardians  have  accepted  the 
'tender  of  Messrs.  Warmingtoa  &  Co.  for  thj  supply  of 
saltpetre  at  3d  per  lb.  aid  arrowroot  at  4d  per  lb. 

The  Stockport  aui  H/de  Biard  of  Guardians  have  ac- 
cepted teaders  for  the  supply  of  lin3eei  a";  12s.  per  cwt., 
•cirbolic  soap  at  IQi.  per  ow;.,  and  car'^Dlic  ponder  at  3s  9d. 
J?er  cwt. 


Mr.  J.  Corney,  of  Middlesborough,  has  secured  the  contract 
for  the  supply  of  sanitary  soap  at  36s.  per  cwt.,  and  arrow- 
root at  Is.  kd.  per  lb  ,  to  the  East  Ashford  Guardians  for  the 
coming  quarter. 

Mr.  Jesse  Lay,  of  High  Street,  Southampton,  has  secured 
the  contract  for  the  supply  of  crushed  linseed  at  2d.  per  lb., 
and  the  best  arrowroot  at  3d.  per  lb.,  to  the  South  Stoneham 
Board  of  Guardians. 

The  Midhurst  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Mr.  A.  Mills  for  the  supply  of  carbolic  soap  at  3d. 
per  lb.,  linseed-meal  at  2d.  per  lb. ;  and  Mr.  Rump  for  cod- 
liver  oil  at  10s.  per  gallon. 

The  Liverpool  Guardians  have  accepted  tenders  of  Messrs. 
Clay,  Dod  &  Co.  for  drugs,  of  Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders  for 
druggists'  sundries,  and  of  Messrs.  F.  Wilkinson  &  Co.  for 
drysaltery,  for  the  next  six  months. 

The  contract  for  the  supply  of  cod-liver  oil  and  quinine  to 
the  High  Wycombe  Board  of  Guardians  for  the  ensuing 
quarter  has  been  secured  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Dowswell,  chemist 
and  druggist,  High  Wycombe,  at  lis.  -per  gallon  and  2s.  3d. 
per  oz.  respectively. 

The  Cirencester  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Messrs.  Moulder  &  Arnold  for  the  supply  of 
sulphur  at  2d.  per  lb.,  and  arrowroot  at  lOd.  per  lb. ;  of 
Messrs.  Gillett  &  Co.  for  the  supply  of  linseed- meal  at 
16s.  6d.  per  cwt. ;  and  of  Mr.  J.  Paternoster  for  the  supply 
of  cod-liver  oil  at  9d.  per  pint,  and  quinine  at  2s.  per  oz. 

A  discussion  took  place  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Glossop  Board  of  Guardians  respecting  the  supply  of  drugs 
to  the  workhouse.  Hitherto  the  medical  officer  has  supplied 
the  drugs,  and  the  Chairman  and  some  other  members  urged 
that  the  Board  should  supply  the  drugs.  It  was  eventually 
decided  that  the  doctor  should  still  supply  the  drugs,  and 
that  his  salary  should  be  increased  by  101.  a  year. 

The  St.  Marylebone  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the 
tender  for  the  supply  of  drugs  of  Messrs.  Hodgkinson, 
Prestons  &  King,  of  81  Bishopsgate  Street  Without,  to  supply 
the  infirmary  and  the  north  and  south  dispensaries  with 
drugs  as  detailed  for  1152.  13s.  U.,  11.  Is.  lid.,  and  161.  Is.  3d. 
respectively.  For  the  supply  of  druggists'  sundries  the 
Board  accepted  the  tender  <J  Mes-rs.  Burgojne,  Burbidges, 
Cyriax  &  Co.,  of  16  Coleman  Street,  E.C ,  to  supply  the 
infirmary  and  north  and  south  dispensaries  with  druggists' 
sundries  as  detailed  for  321.  lis.,  SI.  10s.  5d.,  and  31.  14s.  9d. 
respectively. 

Mr  Tyrer  on  Technical  Training  and  Trade  Unions. 
Mr.  Thos.  Tyrer  addressed  the  students  at  the  recent 
opening  of  the  chemical  laboratory  of  the  Carpenters'  Com- 
pany's Institute,  at  Stratford.  Mr.  Tyrer  impressed  upon 
his  audience  the  importance  of  not  being  delnded  into  the 
belief  that  they  were  chemists  because  they  had  heard 
a  few  lectures,  seen  a  few  experiments,  probably  made 
still  fewer,  and  had  passed  the  Science  and  Art  examinations 
of  South  Kensington.  One  of  the  most  irriiating  things 
which  he  experienced  was  to  find  men  who  applied  to  him 
for  situations  as  chemists  give  quite  a  long  list  of  what  they 
had  done,  and,  upon  actual  trial,  proving  themselves  rather 
worse  for  practical  purposes  than  those  who  had  learnt 
nothing  of  chemistry.  He  thought  that  nothing  less  than 
five  years'  study  would  suffice  to  produce  a  chemist  worthy 
of  the  name,  and  if  the  students  intended  to  turn  the  know- 
ledge placed  within  their  reach  at  the  school  to  good  account 
they  must  regard  the  object  of  the  instruction  as  they  ought 
to  look  upon  the  teaching  of  history— as  a  means  of  helping 
them  in  the  intelligent  performance  of  their  duties  as 
workers ;  but  whatever  their  aims  they  should  not  forget  that 
a  man  might  work  a  lifetime  and  then  find  he  knew  but 
little.  Mr.  Tyrer  also  referred  to  the  position  which  Trade 
Unions  ought  to  occupy  towards  technical  education. 
The  Trade  Union  system,  he  said,  made  one  man  as  good  as 
another,  the  worst  equal  to  the  best,  and  the  best  no  better 
than  the  worst  as  regards  remuneration,  thereby  taking  away 
men's  incentive  to  put  their  faculties  to  the  best  use.  He 
believed  that  the  best  use  Trade  Unions  could  make  of  their 
fund's  would  be  to  support  technical  education,  and  that  they 
ought  to  graduate  their  members  according  to  experience. 
It  ought  to  be  possible  for  an  employer  to  go  to  a  Trade 
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Union  bureau  and  ask  for  a  first,  second,  or  tLird  rae 
worker,  and  at  the  same  time  obtain,  with  that  guarantee  of 
efficiency,  a  guarantee  of  the  personal  character  of  the  person 
in  want  of  a  place.  If  Trade  Unions  adopted  a  line  like  this 
they  would  meet  with  wider  sympathy  and  be  engaged  ia  a 
better  warfare. 

Selling  Poisons  to  a  Regular  Customer 
without  Entering  the  Sale. 

Dr.  Danford  Thomas,  held  an  inquest  at  the  St.  Giles's 
Coroner's  Court,  on  September  25,  on  the  body  of  Charles 
Frederick  Jordan,  aged  44,  a  brass-finisher.  The  evidence 
showed  that  Jordan  had  been  much  depressed  of  late 
owing  to  bad  trade  and  the  failure  of  a  sweetstuff  shop  he 
had  opened.  He  sent  his  apprentice  to  a  chemist  for  1  oz. 
of  cyanide  of  potassium,  and  shortly  afterwards  he  was  found 
dead  on  the  floor  of  the  workshop,  having  taken  the  poison. 
Mr.  William  Cooper,  of  Greek  Street,  Soho,  said  that  Jordan 
used  cyanide  of  potassium  in  his  work,  and  when  his 
apprentice  produced  his  business  card  he  was  supplied  with 
the  poison  without  signing  the  book  as  the  law  demanded. 
The  Coroner  :  By  doing  that  are  you  carrying  out  the  law  ? 
The  Witness  :  Well,  not  exactly  ;  but  if  a  customer  is  well 
known,  and  uses  the  poison  in  his  business,  we  do  not  compel 
him  to  sign.  The  Coroner  :  But  that  is  not  according  to  the 
law,  and  you  know  you  place  yourself  under  a  penalty  every 
time  you  do  not  make  the  applicant  sign.  You  had  better 
look  up  the  penalties,  and  be  very  careful  in  future  The 
jury  returned  a  verdict  of  suicide  during  temporary 
insanity. 

The  Chemist  Exonerated. 

A  child  named  Ada  Hart,  nine  weeks  old,  died  at  Pallion, 
near  Sunderland,  last  week.  The  child  had  been  suffer- 
ing from  diarrhoea,  and  the  mother  sent  to  Mr.  Todd's 
chemist  shop  for  a  bottle  of  glycerine,  syrup  of  squills,  and 
syrup  of  violets.  When  it  came  she  saw  that  it  was  of  a 
yellowish  colour,  instead  of  blue,  and  sent  it  back,  but  Mr. 
Todd  stating  that  it  was  all  right  she  retained  it.  Every 
time  the  child  was  given  a  dose  it  immediately  went  to 
sleep,  and  slept  nearly  all  day.  Later  it  died  in  a  fit.  Mr. 
Todd,  in  giving  evidence  at  the  inquest,  stated  that  the 
servant  asked  for  oil  of  almonds,  and  not  syrup  of  violets. 
If  the  child  had  swallowed  the  whole  of  the  contents  of  the 
bottle  at.  once  it  would  not  have  harmed  it.  Dr.  Martin,  who 
attended  the  child  before  it  died,  said  death  was  due,  in  his 
opinion,  to  narcotic  poisoning — what,  he  could  not  say.  It  also 
appeared  that  the  child's  grandmother  was  in  possession  of 
a  mixture  of  magnesia,  oil  of  aniseed,  Turkey  rhubarb,  crabs' 
eyes,  laudanum,  sugar,  and  water.  She  had  had  the  pre- 
scription in  the  house  for  twenty  years,  and  believed  that 
originally  it  did  not  contain  laudanum,  but  this  was  added 
at  the  suggestion  of  a  chemist.  She  had  given  it  to  various 
children,  but  was  positive  she  had  never  given  it  to  this  child. 
The  jury  agreed  with  the  Coroner  that  Mr.  Todd  had  nothing 
to  answer,  and  found  that  the  child  had  died  from  narcotic 
poisoning,  though  how  or  by  whom  administered  there  was 
no  evidence  to  show. 

"arbolie-aeid  Poisonings. 

Annie  Childs,  aged  50  years,  the  wife  of  a  refreshment- 
house  keeper,  of  158  Drury  Lane,  had  been  melancholy  for 
some  time,  and  when  her  husband  had  left  to  go  to  work  she 
killed  herself  by  drinking  carbolic  acid. 

Ann  Paisley,  65  years  of  age,  who  resided  at  Gateshead, 
went  to  a  cupboard  on  Sunday  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
tome  vinegar  to  diink,  but  got  hold  of  a  bottle  containing 
carbolic  acid,  and  drinking  the  contents,  died  in  con- 
sequence. 

A  Sheffield  hairdresser,  22  years  of  age,  named  Francis 
Sutcliffe,  appears  recently  to  have  given  way  to  drink,  and 
after  an  unusually  heavy  bout  he  went  home  and  drank  a 
large  glass  of  carbolic  acid.  He  died  within  an  hour.  In  the 
course  of  the  inquest  the  Coroner  said  he  thought  people 
should  be  better  acquainted  with  the  terrible  results  of 
carbolic-poisoning. 

A  man  named  Edwin  Davies,  aged  32,  was  brought  before 
the  Magistrates  at  Newport  (Mon.)  on  Monday,  charged  with 
wounding  his  sister  on  the  hand  with  a  table-knife,  but 
through  her  intercession  he  was  set  at  liberty.    Davies  later 


in  the  day  purchased  a  quantity  of  carbolic  acid  from  a  local 
chemist,  and  going  into  a  field  swallowed  it.  He  was  shortly 
afterwards  found  in  an  unconscious  condition,  and  taken  to 
the  infirmary,  where  the  stomach-pump  was  applied  and 
other  remedies  adopted,  but  the  man  eventually  succumbed. 
On  a  note-book  in  his  pocket  was  written,  "  I  am  going  to 
take  my  life." 

After  the  death  of  her  sister  Ann  Ansell,  widow,  of 
Notting  Dale,  seemed  much  upset,  and  remarked,  "  Ah  I  I 
shall  be  the  next."  When  the  worse  for  drink  she  swallowed 
carbolic  acid,  and  the  jury  on  Wednesday  returned  a  verdict 
of  misadventure.  It  was  said  that  for  three  years  she  had^ 
been  regularly  drunk  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays. 

A  Chemist's  Assistant  Steals  a  Piano. 
James  Clark,  described  as  a  chemist's  assistant,  of 
51  Burton  Streec,  Nottingham,  was  charged  on  remand-  at 
the  Nottingham  Police  Court,  on  September  26,  with  steal- 
ing a  piano,  valued  301 ,  the  property  of  Miss  Eva  Stead,  of 
31  Bateman  Street,  Hyson  Green,  Nottingham.  It  wis 
stated  that  the  parties  formerly  resided  at  15  Rinrlle  Street, 
but  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  each  other.  On  July  1© 
the  prisoner,  who  had  been  out  of  a  situation  for  a  con- 
siderable period,  was  apparently  short  of  money.  Daring 
prosecutrix's  absence  he  took  away  a  piano  belonging  to  her, 
for  which  she  was  paying  by  instalments  the  sum  of  301. 
He  sold  the  piano  to  a  man  Darned  Fairweaiher  in  the- 
Alfreton  Road  for  101.  10s.  The  prisoner  pleaded  guilty, 
and  his  counsel  appealed  to  the  Bench  to  deal  with  the  case 
under  the  First  Offenders' Act.  He  was  sentenced  to  four- 
teen days'  imprisonment. 

Early  Closing. 

The  chemists  of  High  Wycombe  have  agreed  to  close  each 
Wednesday  at  4  p.m. 

The  chemists  of  Castle  Cary  have  decided  to  close  each. 
Thursday  afternoon,  and  at  7  p.m.  during  the  winter. 

History  of  Chemical  Discovery. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  London  Societv  for  the 
Extension  of  University  Teaching,  Professor  W.  Ramsay 
will  deliver  twenty- five  weekly  lectures  on '•  The  History  of 
Chemical  Discovery,"  on  Tuesday  evenings,  at  3  o'clock, 
beginning  October  8.  The  lectures  will  be  given  in  toe 
City  of  London  College,  White  Street.  E  C.  Tickets  for  the 
session  (consisting  of  three  terms),  10s. ;  teachers,  5s.  Foe 
each  term,  5s. ;  teachers,  2s.  6d,  Single  lectures,  Is. 

A  Bogus  Chemist  and  his  Wife  Sent  to  Gaol. 

Henry  Record,  who  described  himself  a9  a  chemist  (but 
not  on  the  register),  and  Naomi  Record,  his  wife,  of  no  fixed 
place  of  abode,  were  charged  at  the  Wootton  Petty  Sessions 
on  September  26  with  stealing  a  pair  of  boots  at  Woodstock 
Oxon,  on  September  10.  Naomi  pleaded  guilty  on  this 
charge,  and  was  sentenced  to  three  months'  imprisonment 
with  hard  labour.  Henry  pleaded  guilty  to  another  charge 
of  stealing  a  silk  handkerchief,  a  silk  necktie,  and  a  cigar- 
case  on  September  10.  It  appeared  that  the  prisoners  were 
in  the  habit  of  obtaining  admission  to  dwelling-houses  under 
the  pretence  of  selling  recipes,  and  during  their  visit  they 
took  anything  they  could  lay  their  hands  on.  Henry  get 
three  months  also. 

A  Druggist's  Difficulties. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  September  27,  Mr.  Wallis., 
of  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.C.,  applied  to  have  Mr.  George  Waiters, 
druggist,  127  Waterloo  Road,  committed  for  the  non-pay- 
ment of  21.  2s  6d.  due.  The  judgment  was  obtained  in  May, 
1894.  The  defendant  had  been  carrying  on  business  fcr  a. 
lorjg  time,  and  he  had  been  served  with  several  judgment, 
summonses.  The  Assistant- Judge  said  the  original  order 
made  agaiDst  the  defendant  was  for  payment  of  2s.  6d.  per 
week,  and  these  instalments  had  accumulated.  He  should 
have  thought  the  defendant  could  have  paid  so  small  a  sum- 
if  he  was  a  druggist.  He  ordered  the  defendant's  committal 
to  Holloway  for  ten  days  for  non-payment  of  the  amount- 
due,  suspending  the  operation  of  the  order  for  a  fortnight. 
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Playing  with  Explosives. 

At  Blackburn,  on  Monday,  William  Cowell  (17)  was 
summoned  for  breach  of  the  Explosives  Act.  Defendant 
mixed  a  compound  of  potash  and  sulphur,  and  filled  an  iron 
nut  into  which  an  iron  bolt  was  then  inserted,  and  a  heavy 
stone  dropped  upon  it.  An  explosion  followed,  the  bolt 
living  upwards  and  killing  William  Southworth,  aged  13. 
The  Bench  said  the  popular  game  amongst  boys  was  most 
•dangerous.  Defendant,  who  appeared  to  feel  his  position 
■acutely,  was  fined  10s.  and  costs. 

Plymouth  Chemists'  Conference. 

At  the  conference  to  be  held  at  Plymouth  on  October  16, 
the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  (Mr.  Michael  Carteighe),  together  with  Mr.  C.  B. 
Allen,  member  of  the  Council,  Mr.  It.  Bremridge,  Secretary, 
and  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  Curator,  will  be  present,  and  take 
part  in  the  proceedings.   At  7  pi.  on  the  same  day  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Three  Towns  and  District  Chemists' 
Association  will  take  place  at  the  Freemasons'  Hall,  when 
the  delegates  will  again  be  present.    Chemists  residing  in 
Devon  and  Cornwall  will  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  receive 
nvitations  to  be  present,  and  the  largest  gathering  of 
'knights  of  the  pestle  "  that  has  been  known  in  the  Western 
■Counties  is  expected. 

L  C.C.  and  Chemists'  Premises. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council, 
neld  on  Tuesday  at  the  County  Hall,  Spring  Gardens,  it  was 
resolved  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Building  Act  Com- 
mittee, "  That  the  consent  of  the  Council  be  not  given  to  the 
erection  of  a  store-shed  at  Church  Boad,  abutting  upon 
Garden  Wharf  Lane,  Battersea,  as  shown  upon  the  plans 
submitted  with  the  application  of  Messrs.  Tinker  &  More- 
wood,  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  May  &  Baker,  manufacturing 
chemists,  as  it  is  considered  undesirable  to  permit  the  erec- 
tion of  the  building  in  the  position  proposed." 

L  C.C.  Chemical  contracts. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council 
held  at  the  County  Hall,  Spring  Gardens,  on  Tuesday,  it  was 
reported  by  the  Main  Drainage  Committee  that  they  had 
given  instructions  for  an  advertisement  to  be  issued  inviting 
tenders  for  the  supply  of  5,250  tons  of  sulphate  of  iron  to 
•  .the  two  outfalls. 

Agricultural  Scholarships. 

The  Royal  Agiicultural  Society  are  offering  ten  scholar- 
ships of  2QI.  each  for  the  most  successful  candidates  in  an 
examination  including  the  following  subjects: — (1)  Chem- 
istry as  applied  to  agriculture ;  (2)  the  principles  of  agri- 
.  culture,  rotation  of  crops,  &c. ;  (3)  mechanics  as  applied  to 
agriculture  ;  (4)  land-surveying.  Particulars  can  be  obtained 
of  the  Secretary,  13  Hanover  Square. 

The  Public  and  the  Apothecaries  Act. 
A  public  indignation  meeting  was  held  in  the  Music-hall, 
Birkenhead,  last  week,  for  the  purpose,  to  quote  the  handbill 
announcing  the  meetiog,  of  "protesting  against  the  action 
■of  the  Apothecaries'  Society  of  London,  who  have  recently, 
through  the  County  Court,  fined  Mr.  A.  Pieavin,  M.D.U.S.,  of 
Exmouth  Street,  Birkenhead,  the  sum  of  201.  for  visiting  and 
prescribing  to  certain  patients  who  desired  his  advice  and 
treatment. "  Mr.  William  Inglefield  (Tranmere)  presided, 
sind  Mr.  Pieavin,  who  was  warmly  received,  referred  to  the 
charges  brought  against  him  by  the  Apothecaries'  Society, 
and  said  he  considered  such  persecution  nothing  less  than 
<a  malicious  act  of  certain  persons  in  Birkenhead,  taking 
/undue  advantage  of  a  professional  brother.  (Applause.)  He 
denied  that  he  had  ever,  as  alleged,  acted  as  an  apothecary. 
He  was  a  botanical  professor,  and  had  always  acted  as  such. 
<Applause.)  The  speaker  then  proceeded  to  detail  the  plots 
and  schemes  of  which  he  alleged  he  had  been  the  victim 
at  the  hands  of  various  persons  in  Birkenhead,  acting  on 
behalf  of  the  Apothecaries'  Society,  who  had  ultimately  put 
the  law  in  motion  against  him.  In  cor  elusion,  he  said  the 
ODly  object  he  hal  in  view  was  to  alleviate  suffering  and 
relieve  pain.  (Applause.)  Mr.  J.  Tempest,  M.D.,  LL.D. 
(Accrington),  then  moved  a  resolution  affirming  that  the 
sJ-loriathic  portion  of  the  medical  profession  cf  Birkenhead 


were  trying  to  monopolise  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  ex- 
pressing the  abhorrence  of  the  meeting  at  the  conduct  of 
such  people  in  taking  proceedings  against  a  highly  respected 
and  duly  qualified  botanical  physician.  Mr.  J.  Haworth, 
M.D  (Burnley),  seconded,  and  the  resolution  was  ultimately 
carried. 

A  Chemist  Dies  from  Laudanum. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Withington,  on  Monday,  respecting 
the  death  of  Thomas  Edward  Palmer,  42  years  of  age,  a 
commercial  traveller,  who  resided  there.  Deceased  travelled 
for  a  firm  of  oil  and  colour  merchants  in  London,  and  was 
formerly  in  business  as  a  chemist  and  druggist.  On  Sep- 
tember 10  he  left  home  on  a  journey  to  the  West  of  England. 
He  wrote  to  his  wife  frequently  from  the  various  towns  he 
visited,  but  when  he  got  to  Birmingham  he  did  not  write. 
On  Thursday  last  week  Mrs.  Palmer  went  to  Birmingham. 
When  she  found  her  husband  he  appeared  to  be  under  the 
influence  of  drink.  He  seemed  much  depressed,  and  returned 
home  with  her.  Early  the  next  morning  he  left  the  house 
unknown  to  any  of  the  inmates,  and  called  up  Mr.  Thomas 
Woodruff,  chemist,  Lapwing  Lane.  He  told  Mr.  Woodruff  that 
his  wife  was  dangerously  ill,  and  asked  to  have  a  prescription 
made  up  which  he  had  written  out  himself.  This  prescrip- 
tion contained  a  good  deal  of  laudanum.  It  was  made  up 
and  labelled  "  Poison."  About  8  o'clock  the  same  morning  he 
wont  again  to  the  shop  with  the  empty  bottle,  and  said  the 
doctor  wished  the  prescription  to  be  made  up  with  an  in- 
creased quantity  of  laudanum.  This  was  done,  and  the 
deceased  appears  to  have  drunk  the  contents.  He  died  in  • 
consequence.  The  jury  were  of  opinion  that  the  deceased 
took  the  laudanum  to  induce  sleep,  but  had  no  suicidal 
intention,  and  they  returned  a  verdict  of  death  from  mis- 
adventure. 

Spirituous  Ginger-beer. 
At  the  York  Police  Court  on  Monday,  Ann  Gibson,  of 
Bond  Street,  and  Thomas  Bradley,  of  Lawrence  Street,  York, 
were  summoned  for  selling  beer  without  a  licence.  The 
supervisor  of  Inland  Revenue  stated  that  the  defendants 
sold  what  was  commonly  called  ginger-beer.  According  to 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  not  more  than  2  per  cent,  of  proof 
spirit  should  be  contained  in  the  liquid,  but  the  beverage  in 
question  contained  4  4  per  cent.  The  defendants  were  fined 
10s.  and  31.  costs. 

A  Chemist  Assaulted  at  3  o'clock  in  the  Morning. 

At  the  Worship  Street  Police  Court  on  Tuesday  last,  Arthur 
Phillips,  aged  39,  described  as  a  cook,  of  Brick  Lane,  Spital- 
fields,  was  charged  with  assaulting  Thomas  Maloney,  chemist, 
of  Dorset  Street,  Spitalfields.  The  prosecutor,  in  the  course 
of  his  evidence,  stated  that  he  was  walking  along  Commercial 
Street  about  3  o'clock  that  morning,  when  the  prisoner  went 
up  to  him  and  asked  him  for  twopence.  Witness  refused, 
whereupon  prisoner  made  a  blow  at  him  with  a  knife. 
Prosecutor  threw  up  his  arms,  and  the  knife  fell  out  of 
prisoner's  hand.  The  prisoner  then  struck  him  in  the  mouth, 
knocking  him  down.  A  youth  named  Cleary  stated  that, 
hearing  cries  of  "  Murder,"  he  ran  to  the  spot  and  saw 
prosecutor  on  the  ground,  the  prisoner  on  top  of  him.  Police- 
constable  H  326,  who  also  heard  the  cries,  went  up  and 
arrested  the  prisoner.  Mr.  Bushby  said  the  case  was  a  scan- 
dalous one,  and  prisoner  would  be  sent  to  gaol  for  two 
months  with  hard  labour. 

The  Birmingham  Poisoning  Cases. 
The  Birmingham  Mail  says  that  the  Home  Secretary  has 
been  consulted  in  regard  to  the  recent  phenacetin-poisoning 
case  at  Hockley.  The  whole  of  the  circumstances  have  been 
stated,  and  it  was  left  to  the  Home  Office  to  say  whether  an 
inquest  should  be  held  on  the  woman  who  died  so  suddenly 
after  taking  a  powder  supposed  to  be  phenacetin.  A  coroner's 
inquiry  would  necessitate  the  exhumation  of  the  body,  and 
the  Home  Secretary  has  advised  that,  as  an  investigation  has 
been  conducted  by  Mr.  Pemberton,  the  reopening  of  the  case 
would  not  serve  a  useful  purpose. 

Chemists'  Prices  for  Photographic  Developers. 
A  correspondent  of  the  Photographic  News  tells  the  editor 
of  that  paper  that  he  tried  four  different  places  for  the 
compounding  of  a  certain  photographic  prescription.  In 
Bayswater  the  local  chemist  chi-ged  him  3s  9d.  ;  in  Oxford 
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•Street  be  paid  3s.  for  the  samj  mixture  ;  in  Holborn,  2s. ;  and 
at  the  Stores,  Is.  2d.  He  asks  whether  the  editor  can  account 
for  this  strange  difference  of  prices.  The  editor  gives  it  up, 
but  adds  that  he  has  been  asked  at  the  local  chemist's  3s. 
per  lb.  for  hypo  (he  refused  to  pay  it),  and  that  only  last 
week  he  paid  6d.  per  oz.  for  a  salt  which  i3  commonly 
retailed  by  the  dealers  at  Is.  9d.  per  lb. 

Analysts  at  Variance. 

At  Harlesden  Police  Court,  on  September  26,  in  a  milk- 
case,  a  curious  difference  of  opinion  among  the  analysts 
•engaged  was  revealed.  Mr.  Bevan,  the  Middlesex  County 
Analyst,  had  certified  that  10  per  cent,  of  fat  had  been 
abstracted.  Defendant  had  had  his  sample  analysed,  and 
his  analyst  certified  that  8  per  cent,  of  water  was  added. 
By  request  of  the  Bench  the  third  sample  was  sent  to 
Somerset  House,  and  they  certified  it  to  contain  2  69  of 
fat ;  and  the  Somerset  House  analysts  said  they  were  of  the 
opinion  they  could  not  conclude  fat  had  been  abstracted. 
Mr.  Bannister  gave  evidence,  and  stated  there  was  2  69  per 
cent,  of  fat  in  the  sample,  and  their  limit  was  2  75.  The 
difference  was  so  small  that  they  would  not  say  any  fat 
had  been  abstracted.  The  limit  was  fixed  after  many 
experiments  in  1892  and  1893.  A  confidential  assistant  was 
sent  out  all  over  the  country,  and  he  took  samples  from 
273  cows,  and  the  result  was  that  the  limit  was  raised  from 
2  69  to  2  75.  The  better  quality  was  accounted  for  by  the 
use  of  Dutch  cows  being  given  up,  and  shorthorns  being 
used  in  their  stead.  Mr.  Bevan  gave  evidence  in  support  of 
his  certificate,  but  the  Bench  said  the  summons  must  be 
dismissed  after  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Bannister. 

Chemists'  Plateglasa  "Windows. 

There  is  a  "Tradesmen's  Mutual  Plate-glass  Insurance 
Society  "  at  Blackpool,  of  which  Mr.  T.  Carter,  chemist,  is 
chairman,  while  Mr.  J.  Lawrie,  chemist,  is  a  director,  and 
Mr.  J  Sedgwick,  chemist,  is  an  auditor.  The  Association 
has  303  policies  in  force,  and  re-glazing  last  year  cost 
Q01.  17s.  2d. 

Drinking  Weed  killer  for  Beer. 

Thomas  Carr,  a  labourer,  employed  at  the  Blue  Bell  Inn, 
was  cleaning  out  the  stables  on  Sunday  last.  In  the  after- 
noon he  came  into  the  house  and  said,  "  Give  me  a  drink.  I 
have  had  a  drink  out  of  a  bottle  in  the  wash-house.  I 
thought  it  was  beer."  The  bottle  he  had  drunk  from  con- 
tained weed-killer.    The  man  died  the  same  evening. 

Ironclads. 

A  man  named  Albert  Rayner,  living  at  Maiden  Road, 
Kentish  Town,  was  convicted  at  the  Marylebone  Police 
Court,  on  September  27,  of  having  sold  to  a  disguised  detec- 
tive two  1-lb.  weights  which  were  false  and  unjust.  The 
man  pleaded  guilty.  It  was  explained  that  this  was  the 
first  instance  in  which  a  person  had  been  prosecuted  for 
selling  false  weights.  Considerable  efforts  had  been  made 
to  trace  the  origin  of  the  false  weights  used  by  fraudulent 
tracers,  but  the  attempts,  extending  over  a  number  of  years, 
had  been  without  success  up  to  the  present  case.  The 
weights  were  ordirary  1-lb.  iron  weights,  the  inside  of  which 
had  been  skilfully  drilled  out,  and  plugs  of  wood  had  been 
neatly  fitted  in,  the  weight  being  reduced  by  about  50  per 
cent.  Mr.  Curtis  Bennett  told  the  defendant  that  if  he 
repeated  the  offence  the  penalty  would  be  501.  The 
maximum  penalty  this  time  was  101 ,  and  he  ordered  him  to 
pay  that  amount,  with  costs,  or  undergo  six  weeks'  hard 
labour. 


The  Metric  System  of  weights  and  measures  is  to  be 
obligatory  in  the  United  States  of  Mexico  from  September  16, 
1896.  An  end  will  thus  bs  made  of  the  various  old  SpanUh 
measures  hitherto  in  vogue  in  ordinary  business  transactions. 

American  Drug-failure  —The  H.  T.  Clarke  Wholesale 
Drug  Company  of  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  U  S  A.,  has  made  an 
assignment  for  the  benefit  of  it* creditors.  The  liabilities  are 
placei  at  nearly  #100,000,  while  it  is  said  that  the  assets 
considerably  exceed  that  amount.  The  firm  was  one  of  the 
oldest  and  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  most  substantial  in  the 
town,  and  the  failure  caused  much  surprise.  The  priccipal 
creditors  are  Lincoln  and  Omaha  ^anks. 


Personal. 

Mr.  E  McWeeney,  public  analyst,  Dublin,  bas  been 
nominated  to  the  newly-rjreated  position  of  chemist  to  the 
Richmond  District  Institution.  The  salary  is  301.  per 
annum. 

¥■  Mr.  Robert  Wolfe,  L.P  S.I.,  formerly  of  Cork,  where  he 
served  his  time  to  Messrs.  Blair  &  Sod,  pharmaceutical 
chemist?,  and  lately  an  assistant  in  the  Sackville  Street 
house  of  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Ling  &  Co.  (Limited),  Dublin, 
now  holds  an  appointment  in  the  Planters'  Stores  and  Agency 
Company  (Limited),  Dibrugarh,  Assam. 

Mr.  Clement  B.  Vance,  L.P  S.I  ,  of  Greystones.  co. 
Wicklow,  is  reported  to  have  purchased  the  "  Harccurt  Road 
Pharmacy,"  formerly  owned  by  the  late  R.  D.  Atkinson, 
M.P.S.I.  This  is  the  pharmacy  which  recently  brought  Mrs. 
Barnes  into  collision  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Mr.  T.  J.  McAdam,  M.P.S.I.,  of  The  Pharmacy,  Omagb, 
the  apothecary  and  registrar  of  the  Tyrone  County  Infirmary, 
has  been  mentioned  in  a  most  complimentary  manner  in  the 
annual  medical  and  surgical  report  of  that  institution.  Mr. 
McAdam,  besides  the  duties  pertaining  to  the  offices  men- 
tioned, also  acts  as  clinical  assistant  to  the  hospital  surgeon. 

Poor-law  Union  Contracts. 

Tenders  for  the  supply  of  medicines  and  medical  appli- 
ances will  be  considered  by  the  Guardians  of  the  Clogber 
Union  on  October  12  and  19,  Enniskillen  Union  on  October  8, 
and  Killala  Union  on  October  12. 

The  Annual  Election  of  Honorary  Officers  and 
Standing  Committees 

of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  which  takes  place 
at  the  first  Council  after  the  annual  meeting — generally 
within  two  days — will  this  year,  owing  to  the  October 
Council  occurring  before  the  annual  meeting,  not  take  place 
until  the  Council  meeting  on  November  6  This  meeting  will 
be  of  more  than  ordinary  importance,  as  no  fewer  than  five 
of  the  examiners  will  retire,  their  five  years'  terms  expiring 
then.  They  are: — Dr.  Cosgrave,  the  Preliminary  examiner; 
Dr.  R.  J.  Montgomery,  the  examiner  in  botany  and  materia 
medica  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Licence ;  and  Drs.  John 
Evans,  William  Whitla,  and  T.  G.  Atkins,  the  Druggist 
examiners  at  Dublin,  Belfast,  and  Cork  respectively.  There 
is  to  be  a  new  departure  as  regards  the  Preliminary  exami- 
nation, it  being  intended  to  divide  the  subjects  (and  the 
fees)  between  two  examiners,  sd  that  there  will  be  six 
examiners  to  be  appointed  altogether. 

Sleight  of  Hand. 

Professor  Tichborne  exhibited  his  skill  in  legerdemain  last 
week  in  the  local  police  court  by  extracting  tue  cork  from  a 
sealed  bottle  of  milk  without  injuring  the  seal.  The  feat 
was  performed  to  show  what  value  may  be  p'aced  upon  the 
strict  carrying  out  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Business  Change. 
Messrs.  Smith  &  Sheppard,  Dublin,  have  succeeded  to  the 
surgicil  and  medical  appliance  manufactory  Ltely  carried 
on  as  Stephen's  Green  by  Messrs.  Corcoran  &  Co. 

New  "  Drugs  '' 

The  Irish  Association  for  the  Prevention  of  I'  temperance 
ha>  been  stirring  up  the  Guardians  of  the  Noith  Dublin 
U.iion  with  a  long  statement  of  (he  cost  of  st  mulants  in 
I  ish  workhouses,  showing  thai;  their  workhouse  holds  a 
'•  h'gh  '  position,  the  cost  per  head  be  ng  shown  to  be  almost 
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foar  time3  that  in  the  South  Dublin  Union.  One  of  the 
Guardians,  a  medical  mai),  said  alcoholic  stimulants  should 
be  deemed  to  be  drags,  kept  under  the  control  of  the  medical 
officers  ard  issued  only  on  their  prescriptions. 

Ulster  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  October  1,  at 
8.30  P  M  ,  in  1.0  F.  rooms,  5  Royal  Avenue,  Belfast.  Mr. 
R.  W.  McKnight,  M.P  S  I.  occupied  the  chair.  On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Gai'er,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ritson,  Mr.  William 
Prott,  MP  SI.,  M.P.S.G  B,  was  unanimously  elected  Presi- 
dent, of  the  Association.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  "  Social 
Meeting"  on  October  10. 


Pharmaceutical  Classes  in  Aberdeen. 

The  Aberdeen  and  North  of  Scotland  Society  of  Chemists 
and  Druggists  have  issued  a  circular  stating  that  they  have 
remodelled  their  classes  by  including  the  teaching  of 
practical  pharmacy,  and  giving  greater  prominence  to 
advanced  pharmaceutical  chemistry.  Elementary  chemistry 
and  botany  are  no  longer  taught.  The  Society  have  secured 
the  services  of  Mr.  Henry  Fraser,  Ph.C.  (who  received  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  silver  medal  this  week),  as  teacher, 
and  the  work  of  the  session  will  commence  in  the  third 
week  in  October. 

A  Bottle  of  Iodine  Wanted. 

On  Monday  a  clever  thief  walked  away  with  a  pound 
bottle  of  iodine  which  was  delivered,  amoDgst  other  goods, 
at  Mr.  J.  T.  Coats's  Leith  pharmacy.  It  is  suspected  that 
the  thief  will  try  to  sell  it  in  the  neighbouihocd. 

Pharmaceutical  Golfers. 

The  Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Golf  Club  held  their  last  com- 
petition of  the  year  for  the  Dick  Monthly  Medal  cn  Friday 
and  Saturday.  A  large  number  of  members  competed,  the 
winner  being  Mr.  Stott,  with  a  net  score  of  88.  Amongst 
other  scores  were  :  W.  M.  Manson,  89  ;  J.  J.  Sutherland,  90  ; 
Burt,  90 ;  Robertson,  91  ;  Greig,  92.  Messrs.  Greig,  Robert- 
son, and  Stott  tie  for  a  special  prize  awarded  to  the  one 
winning  the  monthly  medal  oftenest  in  the  year,  and  will 
play  off  the  tie  next  week. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  and  the  Chemist. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ness,  chemist,  Tranent,  Haddingtonshire,  has 
received  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  expressing 
his  Royal  Highness's  appreciation  of  some  photographic 
snap-shots  which  he  took  at  the  review  of  the  Irmiskilling 
Dragoons  in  the  Queen's  Park,  Edinburgh.  "  His  Royal 
Highness  is  obliged  for  the  excellent  copies  of  the  same, 
which  are  most  acceptable  mementoes  of  his  last  visit  to 
Edinburgh  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  British  army." 

Glasgow  Parish  Medicines. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  Glasgow  City  Parish  Counci', 
held  on  October  1,  it  was  reported  that  5,452  prescriptions 
had  been  made  up  during  the  month  in  the  Parliamentary 
Road  dispensary  for  poorhouse  patients,  and  619  for  outdoor 
poor  ;  and  that  for  the  latter  class  of  patients  173  prescrip- 
tions had  been  made  up  in  the  following  private  dispensaries  : 
Messrs.  J.  &  R.  Rodman's,  74  ;  and  Mr.  D.  P.  Walker's,  99. 
The  Council  also  agreed,  at  the  request  of  the  apothecary,  to 
purchase,  at  35s.  6d.  each,  two  cylinders  for  holding  oxygen 
gas.  The  purchase  of  these  cylinders  would,  it  was  stated, 
effect  a  saving  of  20  per  cent,  in  the  price  of  the  gas  supplied. 
On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Russell,  chemist  and  druggist,  the 


Council  agreed  to  ask  for  estimates  from  Messrs.  Bratby  & 
Hinchliffe  (Limited),  81  Robertson  Street,  Glasgow ;  the 
Scotch  and  Irish  Oxygen  Companv  (Limited),  Polmadie  ;  and 
Messrs.  Archibald  Watson  &  Co.,  35  George  Street,  Glasgow, 
for  fitting  up  in  the  dispensary  an  aerated-water  machine, 
similar  to  the  one  in  use  in  the  Glasgow  Western  Infirmary', 
without  force-pump,  of  5  gallons  capacity,  with  syphon' 
fillirjg  machine,  &c. 


Ifrencb  IRewa. 

{From  our  Paris  Correspondent.") 


DEATH   OF  M.  PASTEUR. 

On  Saturday,  September  28,  at  4  40  P  M.,  Louis- 
Pasteur,  the  greatest  of  Frerich  savants,  passed  away  at 
Villeneuve  l'Etang,  near  Versailles,  where  he  was  residing 
for  the  summer.  For  some  days  previously  his  condition 
had  been  a  cause  of  very  serious  anxiety  to  his  family.  A 
severe  crisis  was  followed  by  an  improvement,  which  was 
only  illusive,  as  a  sudden  change  for  the  worse  took  place  on 
Friday.  Distinct  evidences  of  albuminuria  were  noticed,, 
and  the  heart's  action  was  exceedingly  feeble.  Early  on 
Saturday  morning  the  painful  contractions  became  violent 


and  frequent,  and  it  was  felt  that  the  end  could  not  be  far 
off.  The  last  word  he  spoke  was  at  about  4  P.M.,  when  he 
answered  "  Yes  "  to  Mme.  Pasteur's  inquiry  as  to  whether  he- 
suffered  much.  His  son  was  at  San  Sebastian,  where  a  tele- 
gram informed  him  on  Friday  of  his  father's  serious  condi- 
tion; he  left  at  once  for  Paris,  but,  unfortunately,  not  until 
all  was  over.  The  group  around  the  death-bed  was  com- 
posed of  Dr.  Roux,  MM.  Chantemasse,  Nocard,  Metchnikov, 
and  Martin.  While  Mme.  Pasteur,  M.  and  Mme.Vallery  Radot, 
with  other  members  of  the  family,  were  engaged  in  prayer, 
suddenly  the  body  of  the  famous  savant  was  seized  with  a 
spasm,  and  a  moment  later  his  soul  had  departed.  M. 
Pasteur's  eyes  were  gently  closed  by  his  wife,  and  she  also- 
placed  a  crucifix  between  his  hands.  .  The  premises  occupied 
by  M.  Pasteur  and  his  family  are  most  modest  in  appearance, 
and  were  formerly  used  as  a  soldiers'  guard-room  when  the 
Royal  Palace  of  Garches  existed.  It  had  been  placed  at  his 
disposal  by  the  City  of  Paris  for  the  study  of  hydrophobia. 
The  stables  still  exist,  and  are  used  for  the  horses  that 
supply  the  anti-diphtheria  serum.  Louis  Pasteur  was  born 
at  Dole,  in  the  Jura  Department,  on  December  27,  1822,  and 
the  house  in  which  he  first  saw  the  light  bears  a  commemo 
r&tive  jjlaque.  He  was  the  son  of  a  small  tanner,  and  was 
in  all  respects  a  self-made  man.  He  owes  his  earliest  in- 
struction to  his  father,  and  does  not  seem  to  have  been  by 
any  means  a  model  pupil.  At  an  early  age  he  appears  to 
have  shown  a  marked  talent  for  drawing.  Pasteur  com- 
menced his  University  studies  at  Besacesn  in  1840,  and  a 
year  later  accepted  an  assistant-mastership  there.    In  1843 
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rne  entered  the  Fcole  Normale,  and  in  1847  took  his  doctor's 
degree,  while  the  following  year  he  wa9  appointed  Professor 
•of  Physics  at  Dijon.  Three  months  afterwards  he  accepted 
the  post  of  Assistant  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  Strasburg. 
He  became  Professor  there  in  1852,  and  it  was  here  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  fermentation.  In  1854  Pasteur  ac- 
cepted the  task  of  organising  tha  newly-installed  Faculty 
of  Sciences  at  Lille,  and  three  years  later  (1857)  he  returned 
to  Paris  to  take  the  important  post  of  Scientific  Director  of 
the  Ecole  Normale.  At  this  period  Pasteur  had  already  been 
married  seven  years  to  the  daughter  of  the  rector  of  the 
Strasbourg  University,  M.  Laurent.  His  eldest  son,  Jean 
Baptiste,  at  present  First  Secretary  of  the  French  Embassy 
at  Madrid,  was  born  in  1852.  His  other  children,  four 
daughters,  were  born  at  the  Kue  d'Ulm.  One  of  them 
married  M.  Vallery  Radot ;  the  others  have  preceded  their 
illustrious  father  to  the  grave.  In  1862  Pasteur  was 
nominated  Professor  of  Geology,  Physics,  and  Chemistry 
at  the  15  cole  des  Beaux  Arts,  and  at  the  same  period  Mem- 
ber of  the  Institute  for  the  section  of  mineralogy  in  place 
of  M.  de  Senarmont.  A  few  years  later  he  became  perpetual 
secretary  of  the  Section,  which  position  he  resigned  in  1889 
to  take  over  the  direction  of  the  Pasteur  Institute,  founded 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  continue  and  carry  out 
his  researches.  To  this  well-employed  career  may  be  added 
his  election  to  the  French  Academy  in  1881  on  the  death  of 
Littre.  Numerous  honours  showered  on  Pasteur,  and  it  would 
be  impossible  to  mention  them  all  here.  The  Royal  Society 
of  London  awarded  him,  in  1856,  the  Rumford  medal  for  his 
researches  on  the  polarisation  of  light.  His  chemical  dis- 
coveries secured  for  him  the  Jecker  prizs  in  1861,  and  in 
1874  a  committee  was  formed  to  examine  his  works,  with 
the  result  that,  at  the  instigation  of  the  Minister  of  Public 
instruction,  a  law  was  passed  by  the  National  Assembly 
conferring  on  him  an  annual  pension  of  20,000f.  (800?.) 
for  life.  M.  Pasteur  received  the  high  distinction  of  Grand 
dross  of  the  Legion  of  Honour  in  1831.  The  celebration  oE 
M.  Pasteur's  70th  birthday  at  the  Sorbonne  on  December  27, 
1892,  was  the  occasion  of  a  brilliant  international  gather- 
ing of  a  very  exceptional  character. 


A  Pharmaceutical  Congress  was  opened  on  Siturday, 
September  28,  at  Marseilles.  The  meetings  were  held  at  the 
Town  Hall,  where  the  municipality  had  placed  every  accom- 
modation at  the  disposal  of  the  South-eastern  Federation  of 
Pharmaceutical  Societies,  the  organisers  of  the  congress. 
Twenty-three  French  societies  and  syndicates  of  pharmacy, 
numbering  3,000  members,  were  represented.  Subjects  of 
professional  interest  were  discussed,  including  the  proposed 
new  pharmacy  law. 

Suicide  op  A  Chemist.— A  chemist  named  M.  Roumicher, 
62  years  of  age,  residing  in  the  Rue  d' Amsterdam,  Paris, 
committed  suicide  last  week  by  swallowing  some  nitric 
acid.  He  had  not  left  his  rooms  for  several  days,  which 
alarmed  the  concierge,  who,  with  the  aid  of  a  police  com- 
missary, had  his  door  broken.  The  body  of  the  chemist  was 
found  on  his  bed  folly  dressed.  Death  had  apparently 
taken  place  twenty-four  hours  before.  For  several  days 
previous  to  his  death  M.  Roumicher  had  shown  signs  of 
.great  distress,  whith  was  attributed  to  financial  difficulties. 

Poisoned  Wine. — Daring  recent  months  malefactors  have 
been  distributing  poisoned  cakes,  explosive  letters,  and  other 
subtle  means  of  destroying  life  through  the  post.  Now  we 
have  a  case  of  poisoned  wine.    Two  music-hall  artists, 

Mdlles.  Louise  and  Lucie  P  ,  received  cases  containing 

three  bottles  of  wine  without  labels  from  Amiens.  Both 
sisters  tasted  the  wine  and  became  ill,  one  rather  seriously. 
It  was  ascertained  that  the  wine  contained  atropine.  In  the 
cases  was  the  card  of  a  wine-merchant  at  Amiens  known  to 
the  sisters  ;  but  they  say  they  cannot  suspect  him  of  the 
attempts  on  their  lives,  and  it  can  only  be  supposed  that  his 
card  has  been  used  to  render  the  trace  of  the  real  criminal 
more  difficult.    The  police  have  instituted  an  inquiry. 

Anti-diphtheria  Serum.— The  new  remedy  appears  to 
have  taken  sufficient  hold  on  the  medical  profession  on  the 
Continent  that  the  question  of  an  International  Institution 
of  Serotherapeutics  is  being  raised.  The  need  of  such  a 
step  is  said  to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  purity  and 
strength  of  the  serums  supplied  from  different  laboratories 
are  found  to  vary  greatly.    The  suggestion  is  that  a  standard 


of  antitoxic  serums  should  be  established  under  the  control 
of  a  representative  committee,  the  members  of  which  would 
be  chosen  from  various  nations.  It  is  thought  that  if  such 
a  measure  were  adopted  it  might  be  extended  to  all  varieties 
of  therapeutical  serums.  Switzerland  has  been  mentioned 
as  the  best  headquarters  for  such  au  institution,  to  avoid 
jealousy  amongst  the  physicians  of  the  leading  European 
nations,  and  it  is  thooght  that  an  organisation  of  the  kind 
might  be  gradually  developed  into  a  permanent  centre, 
likely  to  be  of  great  use  for  the  development  of  medicina 
and  science. 

Lunch  at  the  Pharmacie  Centrale  de  France. — Orr 
Sunday  last,  September  29,  M.  Charles  Buchet,  Director  of 
the  Pharmacie  Centrale  de  France,  gave  a  lunch  to  his 
employes  and  friends  to  celebrate  the  fact  that  the  turnover 
of  the  firm  had  reached  the  very  respectable  total  of 
12,000,000f.  (480,000/.)  during  the  past  twelve  months  The 
menu  cards  bore  the  heading  "  Lunch  des  12  millions." 
A  letter  accompanied  the  cards  of  invitation  and  explained 
that,  although  the  transactions  of  the  Pharmacie  Centrale 
have  increased,  the  profits  remain  almost  stationary  owing 
to  competition  caused  by  the  fact  that  the  interest  on 
securities  is  now  so  small  that  capitalists  are  induced  more 
and  more  to  invest  their  money  in  commerce  Competition 
is  thu3  increased,  which  brings  about  a  reduction  in  both 
selliDg  prices  and  profits.  The  management  hope  that  this 
increase  of  business  will  enable  the  rate  of  dividend  to  be 
maintained.  An  awning  was  arranged  for  the  lunch  in  the 
courtyard  of  the  Pharmacie  Centrale,  which  was  once  an 
old  ducal  residence,  and,  a  bright  sunshine  aiding,  the 
effect  was  particularly  pleasing.  One  end  of  the  tent, 
behind  the  table  of  honour,  was  open,  and  revealed  an  agree- 
able shrubbery  with  the  bust,  decorated  with  flags,  of  the 
late  F.  L.  M.  Dorvault,  founder  of  the  Pharmacie  Centrale. 
Four  hundred  and  thirty-nine  guests  sat  down  to  the  repast, 
amorjgst  those  present  being  MM.  Jalliard  (chairman  of 
the  committee  of  the  Pharmacie  Centrale),  Fumouze  (secre- 
tary), Ch.  Buchet  (director),  De  la  Calle  (assistant  director), 
Dr.  Viron  (editor  of  the  Union  Pharmaccutlqae),  Astor 
Boisselier  (London  manager  of  the  Pharmacie  Centrale), 
Bogelot,  Luscher,  Crinon,  Gnilleminet,  Lefracc,  Minot, 
Guille,  Gossard,  Le  Den,  the  correspondent  of  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,  &c  ;  also  all  the  chemists,  pharmacists, 
emplojei,  and  male  workers  connected  with  the  head  office 
and  the  St.  Denis  Works.  While  the  lunch  was  in  progress 
the  large  staff  of  female  workers  was  entertained,  by  invita- 
tion of  M.  Buchet,  to  an  afternoon  performance  of  a  popular 
opera  comique,  "  Les  28  jours  de  Ciairette  "  at  the  Theatre 
de  la  Gaiete.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  emplojes  of  the 
various  branches  of  the  Pharmacie  Centrale  at  Lyons, 
Bordeaux,  Marseilles,  Lille,  Nantes,  &c,  were  entertained  to 
lunch  in  their  various  towns  simultaneously  with  their 
Paris  colleagues.  The  luncheon  provided  was  a  very 
elegant  one,  and  was  served  in  the  best  French  style.  When 
it  had  been  gone  through  M.  Luscher  proposed  the  toast  of 
the  day,  "  The  Health  of  M.  Charles  Buchet,  Director  of 
the  Pharmacie  Centrale."  M.  Buchet  briefly  responded  in  a 
characteristic  speech,  and  mentioned  that  he  owed  his 
introduction  to  the  Pharmacie  Centrale  to  the  good  offices  of 
M.  Luscher.  Speeches  and  recitations  were  also  made 
by  the  chairman,  M.  Julliard,  and  other  gentlemen,  the 
former  having  much  success  with  his  delivery  of  a 
humorous  recitation,  "  L'Auvergnat."  M.  Le  Den,  one  of 
the  firm's  travellers,  also  received  loud  applause  for  the 
recitation  of  some  original  pharmaceutical  verses.  Tfce 
mention  of  M.  de  la  Calle's  name,  the  popular  assistant 
director,  as  well  as  that  of  M.  Georges  Soenen,  the  Ljoos 
manager  of  the  firm,  were  likewise  the  signal  for  loud 
cheering.  The  principal  decoration  of  the  platform  was  a 
very  handsome  basket  of  flowers,  bearing  the  inscription, 
"  La  succursale  a  Lyon  a  son  Directeur  Charles  Buchet."  A 
feature  of  the  proceedings  was  the  appearance  on  the  plat- 
form of  two  of  the  oldest  emplojes  of  ihe  firm,  one  of  whom 
dates  his  connection  witb  the  Pharmacie  Centrale  from 
1860.  A  telegram  from  M.  Soenen  at  Lyon3  and  a  tele- 
phonic me=sage  from  the  Bordeaux  employes  added  to  the 
interest  of  the  proceedings,  which  were  throughout  of  the 
most  cordial  and  pleasant  character.  Several  photographs 
were  taken  during  the  repast,  and  the  red-letter  day  of  the 
Pharmacie  Centrale  was  brought  to  a  close  by  an  excellent 
conjuring  entertainment  by  the  Brothers  Icola. 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain* 

COUNCIL  MEETING. 

RESUMING  business  afber  the  holidays  there  was  on  Wed- 
nesday a  good  attendance,  the  absentees  being  Mr. 
Newsholme  and  Mr.  Walter  Hills,  and  their  absence  was  due 
to  illness.  Mr.  Hills  has  rarely  been  absent  since  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Council,  and  after  the  minutes  were 
read  the  President  explained  that  the  doctor  had  sent 
Mr.  Hills  to  the  seaside  for  a  few  weeks  to  recruit  after  his 
illness.  The  President's  sympathetic  sentences  hoping  for 
Mr.  Hills's  complete  recovery  were  received  with  cheers.  The 
business  of  the  meeting  was  largely  oE  a  routine  character — 
indeed,  there  was  only  one  matter  which  deserves  the  dignity 
of  leaded  tjpe — viz,  an  announcement  by  the  President 
that  the  Law  and  Parliamentary  Committee  had  considered 
the  report  of  the  special  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  working  of  the  Companies  Act,  and  recommended  the 
Council  to  unite  with  other  bodies,  in  order  to  get  the  one- 
man  company  arrangement  stopped  by  Act  of  Parliament. 
In  fact,  the  Council  seem  determined  to  carry  out  the  reform 
■which  we  suggested  two  months  ago,  by  making  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Companies  Act  the  basis  of  a  radical  reform  in 
the  practice  of  pharmacy. 

Correspondence. 

There  was  a  fair  mass  of  correspondence  to  be  dealt  with 
when  business  commence!.  First,  there,  was  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Thomas  Greenish,  thanking  the  Council  for  their  resolu- 
tion of  appre3iation  on  his  retirement.  Miss  Bland  wrote  on 
behalf  of  her  mother  thanking  the  Council  for  their  sympathy 
on  the  death  of  her  father,  Mr.  John  Bland.  It  was  an 
interesting  letter  she  sent,  and  in  the  course  of  it  she 
mentioned  that  h?r  fathsr  knew  Greek  and  Latin  well, 
and  spoke  French,  German,  Italian,  and  Dutch.  He  had 
learnt  Dutch  in  order  to  get  at.  some  of  the  painting-secrets 
of  the  old  masters.  The  other  letters  were  from  Mr.  Hills, 
Mr.  Newsholme,  Mr.  Robert  Thomson  (a  corresponding 
member  and  a  botanist),  and  Professor  Vogl,  the  Hanbury 
medallist,  who  wrote  in  English  to  excuse  his  absence,  as 
the  time  did  not  fit  in  with  his  official  engagements,  nor  did 
his  health  permit  the  journey.  Some  of  these  letters  were 
read  later,  but  we  have  grouped  them  here  for  convenience. 

Finance 

next  occupied  the  Council's  attention,  but  it  is  little  that  we 
cai  report  upon  it  this  month,  as  the  acoustical  properties 
of  the  Council- chamber  seemed  to  be  bad  on  Wednesday 
forenoon.  This  we  gathered,  however — that  daring  August 
and  September  t^e  receipts  (examination  -  fees  chiefly) 
amounted  to  2.698Z ,  apatt  from  the  sale  of  the  last 
1 000Z.  of  Consols,  which  has  been  compelled  by  lack  of 
current  revenue.  After  paying  the  accounts  passed  at  the 
August  meeting,  the  Treasurer  found  himself  with  a  balance 
of  1.556Z.  and  fresh  demands  for  2,58U.  There  is  no 
more  examination  revenue  this  year,  but  the  President  ex- 
plained, in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  that  there  is 
a  comfortable  cheque  coming  along  from  the  publishers. 
The  Benevolent  Fund  received  about  200Z.  during  the  two 
months.  Of  this,  Brighton  Juniors  sent  4Z.  lis.  3d.,  collected 
amongst  themselves  ;  and,  added  the  President,  "  if  assis- 
tants throughout  the  large  towns  in  the  country  did  the 
sam9  there  would  be  a  considerable  result."  ("  Hear,  hear," 
chimed  in  the  members.) 

Vale  Pasteur. 
The  President,  again  rising,  and  speaking  in  an  excep- 
tionally sober  tone,  said  that  since  last  meeting  the  Society 
had  lost  one  of  its  honorary  members  by  the  death  of  Pro- 
fessor Pasteur.  The  early  work  of  the  great  savant  was  in 
the  domain  of  pure  chemistry,  but  latterly  he  had  been 
associated  with  other  branches  of  science,  and  the  results  of 
his  labours  were  such  that  at  the  present  time  he  was  better 


known  than  any  other  man  of  science.  The  remarkable 
characteristic  of  the  man  was  bis  singular  modesty,  and  he  had 
all  along  laboured  without  seeking  his  own  personal  advan- 
tage, in  this  way  being  very  like  their  own  Faraday.  His- 
name  was  one  which  would  stand  out  for  all  time  as  one  of 
the  brightest  sons  of  France.  (Hear,  hear  )  The  President 
then  submitted  the  following  motion : — 

This  Council  deeply  regretsUhe  death  of  Professor  Louis  Pasteur,  F.R.S.,- 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Society,  whose  labours  in  chemical  and 
biological  science  are  universally  honoured,  and  whose  simplicity  of 
character  is  everywhere  reverel.  This  Council  desires  to  offer  to 
Madame  Pasteur  its  most  respectful  condolence,  and  begs  to  assure 
her  of  the  warmest  sympathy  of  the  members. 

The  Vice-President  (Mr.  J.  Harrison)  desired,  in 
seconding  the  motion,  to  say  a  word  about  the  genius  of 
Pasteur,  and  re-echoed  all  that  the  President  had  said,  add- 
ing that  the  simplicity  of  his  character,  and  his  firm  resolve 
to  devote  the  powers  with  which  Almighty  God  bad  gifted- 
him  to  relieve  human  suffering,  in  themselves  were  good; 
grounds  for  paying  this  tribute  to  his  memory.  (Hear,  hear.)- 

The  motion  was  carried  unanimously. 

Payments. 

The  new  Bell  scholars  are  to  receive  the  first  moiety  or? 
their  scholarship,  and  the  annuitants  the  payment  up  tilli 
Christmas. 

Benevolent  Fund. 

Fourteen  cases  were  considered.  One  was  not  entertained  J 
five  were  deferred  for  further  particulars,  one  was  handed' 
over  to  the  Secretary  to  treat  from  the  casual  relief  fund, 
and  seven  received  grants — via,,  132'.,  122  ,  5^,  and  four  10Z.' 

The  Vice-President  briefly  commented  upon  the  cases>. 
stating  that  there  was  nothing  unusual  about  them,  except 
the  number,  which  was  a  record  in  his  experience. 

Election  op  Annuitants. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  during  the  year  four  annui- 
tants had  died,  leaving  the  number  at  present  45,  the 
same  as  it  was  before  the  last  election.  The  committee 
recommended  that  four  more  should  be  elected  on  Decem.- 
ber  10,  and  that  the  names  to  be  voted  on  should  be  : — 

Thomas  Board  Vera  Hayes 

Elizabeth  Willison  Tomkin  Young 

George  Ramsden  Jonathan  S.  Eyre 

Before  the  motion  was  adopted,  Mr.  Hampson  formally 
protested  against  the  election  a3  being  virtually  an  unneces- 
sary contest  and  race. 

The  Cape  and  the  Preliminary. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Registrar  of  Cape  Colony  Pharmacy 
Board  asking  the  Council  to  recognise  the  higher  education 
examination  of  the  Cape  University  in  lieu  of  the  Society's 
Preliminary  examination.  Mr.  Rendall,  the  Registrar,  stated* 
that  if  this  were  done  it  would  be  a  great  convenience  to 
Cape  students.  The  President  said  that  Mr.  Pinches,  of 
the  College  of  Preceptors,  thought  highly  of  the  examination 
in  question,  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  examiners 
for  approval. 

Company  Trading. 
A  report  of  the  Law  and  Parliamentary  Committee  was 
read,  in  which  the  Council  was  advised  to  allow  the  Presi- 
dent to  co-operate  with  other  bodies  to  push  on  legislation 
against  illegitimate  company  trading,  as  recommended  by 
the  Companies  Committee.  The  report  also  stated  that  the- 
committee  had  considered  the  advisability  of  drafting  a  new 
Pharmacy  Bill,  and  the  matter  was  delajed  until  next; 
meeting. 

The  President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
explained  that  he  had  submitted  a  statement  in  regard  to 
limited-company  pharmacy  to  the  committee,  which  was- 
referred  to  in  the  Blue-book,  as  justifying  the  action  of  the 
Government  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  the  committee,  in 
their  draft  Bill,  had  inserted  a  clause  which,  with  modification, 
would  meet  the  case.  The  Law  and  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee thought  it  advisable  that  the  President  and  Secretary 
should  be  authorised  to  communicate  with  other  bodies,  ia 
order  that  they  might  organise  themselves  and  press  the 
authorities  to  go  on  with  the  matter.    In  the  first  place 
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'ihey  might  approach  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  should  the  Bill  be  introduced  with  the  clause  in  its 
original  form,  then  they  would  endeavour  to  get  it  modified 
as  they  wished.  At  all  events,  it  was  desirable  that  they 
should  press  the  matter  forward  during  the  next  few 
months,  and  endeavour  in  this  way  to  remove  some  of  the 
difficulties  which  surrounded  their  labour  as  pharmacists. 
(Hear,  hear.)  — ^ 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Storrar,  the  President  stated  that  the 
Pharmacy  Bill  matter  was  not  likely  to  come  before  the 
Council  until  December. 

The  Vice-President  seconded  the  motion,  and  said  that 
they  would  be  neglecting  their  own  duty  if  they  did  not 
push  the  company  matter  forward.  It  was  proposed  to 
approach  the  Medical  Council,  the  Royal  College  of  Veteri- 
nary Surgeons,  and  the  Dantal  Association,  who  were 
interested  as  they  were,  and  get  them  to  assist  in  securing 
for  personal  qualification  that  recognition  which  was 
necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  people.    (Hear,  hear  ) 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MANCnESTER  SCHOLARSHIP. 

In  consequence  of  a  request  by  the  Research  Committee, 
the  donor  of  the  Manchester  Association  Scholarship  had 
been  asked  to  authorise  the  payment  of  the  scholarship 
money  to  Mr.  T.  A.  Henry,  a  Research  scholar,  who  is  a  Lanca- 
shire man,  and  this  he  agreed  to ;  351.  was  therefore  voted 
to  Mr.  Henry.  Thereupon  Mr.  Martindale  suggested  that 
the  donor  should  be  approached  in  order  to  extend  the  area 
of  selection,  so  as  to  include  the  northern  counties  generally, 
but  Mr.  Young  replied  that  the  donor  had  distinctly 
declined  that  when  previously  asked.  He  was  surprised  that 
the  district  which  produced  such  a  good  man  as  Mr.  Henry 
had  lately  been  unable  to  send  forward  a  man  competent  to 
Aake  the  scholarship. 

Ihi 3  wa3  all  the  public  business. 


OPENING  OF  THE  SESSION. 

At  3  o'clock  the  lecture-theatre  was  comfortably  filled 
with  men,  women,  and  students,  and  the  hands  of  the  clock 
'had  not  got  so  far  as  3.2  when  the  President  came  in 
accompanied  by  an  attache  (Count  Siegfried  Clary)  from  the 
Austrian  Embassy.  Members  of  the  Council  quickly  followed, 
and  work  was  commenced  at  once.  We  may  say  that  the 
attendance  was  exceptionally  representative.  To  the  left  we 
observed  Messrs.  Cornelius  Hanbury,  Frederick  J.  Hanbury. 
and  Howard,  jun.,  while  in  front  were  suih  men  as  Messrs. 
G.S.Taylor,  J.  C.  Umney,  A.  W.  Gerrard,  J.  E.  Saul,  J. 
Macdonald  (J.  F.  Macfarlan  &  Co  ),W.  M.  Holmes,  J.  Hislop, 
Thomas  Greenish,  E.  N.  Butt,  John  Moss,  Bowen,  and  most 
of  the  councillors.  The 

Presentation  of  the  Hanbury  Medal 

was  the  first  item  of  business.  The  President  briefly 
referred  to  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  creation  of 
the  Hanbury  Memorial  Trust,  and  the  conditions  upon  which 
the  medal  is  now  presented.  This  year  the  choice  of  the 
committee  had  frUen  upon  Hofrath  Professor  A.  Vogl,  of 
Vienna.  (Applause.)  Continuing,  Mr.  Carteighe  said  : — I 
believe  I  had  the  honour  to  be  the  secretary  of  the  committee 
which  created  the  fund,  and  I  have  also  had  the  honour  to 
present  several  of  the  medals.  You  are  aware  that  the  medal 
commemorates  a  special  branch  of  knowledge,  of  which  there 
have  been  many  exponents  in  this  country,  but  none  so  eminent 
as  Daniel  Hanbury,  who  amidst  the  cares  of  business  pur- 
sued his  studies,  made  researches,  and  was  looked  upon 
universally  as  an  authority.  It  would  have  been  possible 
for  him  to  become  a  professor  of  pharmacognosy  if  he  had  so 
chosen,  and  it  was  to  his  credit  that  he  contrived,  while  assist- 
ing in  the  carrying-on  of  an  historic  house  in  pharmacy 
and  during  spare  hours,  to  make  a  great  many  experi- 
ments and  many  discoveries  in  pharmacognosy,  and  to  write 
papers  upon  the  history  of  drugs.  He  was  always  looked 
upon  as  one  of  our  distinguished  members.  I  have  only  to 
say  that  the  award  of  this  medal  is  made  under  a  deed  of 
trust  which  was  arranged  at  a  meeting  of  the  subscribers 
after  Hanbury 's  death,  and  lies  in  the  hands  of  the  Presi- 
dents of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Linneau  Society, 
Chemical  Society,  and  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Con-  I 


ference,  with  a  pharmacist.  The  award  of  this  medal 
is  not  by  examination-papers,  nor  by  application  at  all. 
These  gentlemen  have  to  look  round  on  all  sides  of  the 
Continent,  including  America,  for  a  man  win  has  distin- 
guished himself  in  the  particular  sort  of  work  in  which 
Hanbury  interested  himself.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the 
number  of  men  of  that  kind  is  not  large.  The  first  condition 
requisite  is  that  they  are  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
natural  history  of  drugs.  Among  those  who  have  done 
special  work  in  connection  with  the  natural  history  of 


Dr.  August  EMiLVortL,  at  present  Professor  of  Pharmacognosy  and  Pharma- 
cology at  the  University  of  Vienna,  is  the  son  of  a  pharmacist  at  Weiss- 
kirchen,  in  Moravia,  where  he  was  born  on  August  3, 1833.  He  was  an 
ardent  botanist  from  his  childhood,  and  when  21  years  old  commenced 
to  study  medicine  at  Vienna.  Before  his  studies  were  completed  the 
war  of  1859,  between  Austria  and  Sardinia  and  France,  broke  out,  ac<* 
Vogl  was  sent  to  Italy  to  serve  in  the  military  hospitals  at  Mantua 
and  elsewhere.  When  the  war  was  ended  Vogl  took  his  doctor's  degree 
and  thenceforward  devoted  himself  entirely  to  scientific  work,  especially 
botany.  In  1837  he  was  appointed  Librarian  to  the  Josefinum,  Vienna, 
and,  two  years  later,  assistant  to  Professor  Schneider,  Director  of  the 
University  Chemical  Laboratory.  In  that  position  Dr.  Vogl  wrote  the 
pharmacognosy  of  the  commentary  to  the  Austrian  Pharmacopoeia. 
In  1870  Dr.  Vogl  accepted  the  Chair  of  Botany  and  Zoology  at  the 
German  Polytechnic  in  Prague,  and  in  1374  (having  also  in  the  mean- 
time acted  as  editor  of  the  scientific  journal,  Logos)  he  succeeded  Dr. 
v  m  Schroff  as  Professor  of  Pharmacognosy  and  Pharmacology  at 
Vienna.  Among  Professor  Vogl's  num  roas  writings  on  scientific  sub- 
jects, his  "  Commentar  zur  Oesterreichischen  Pharmacop'de,"  "  Lehrbuch 
der  Arzneiniittel  Lehre  "  (written  jointly  with  W.  Barutzek),  and  his 
"  Anatomiseher  Atlas  Ear  Pharmakognosie  "  are  the  bist  known.  The 
Professor  is  described  as  an  exceedingly  quiet  and  modest  man,  very 
popular  with  his  students.  His  wife  is  an  Italian  lad/,  whose 
acquaintance      made  at  Mantua  during  the  war. 

drug3  is  tna  distinguished  professor  to  whom  the  award 
is  being  made  this  year.  He  has  distinguished  himself 
in  what  is  called  pharmacognosy — that  is  to  say,  that 
particular  application  of  materia  medica  which  has  refer- 
ence to  the  histology  of  drugs — the  cutting-up  and 
analysing  of  dru?s.  Professor  Yogi  has  written  many  papers, 
and  he  has  published  a  more  complete  monograph  with  illus- 
trations on  the  subject  than  any  one  man.  In  the  judgment  of 
the  committee  of  judges,  Professor  Vogl  is  entitled  to  this 
award,  and  the  committee  have  asked  him  to  accept  it. 
Professor  Vogl  is  not  able  to  be  present  to-day.    He  is  like  a 
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distinguished  man  of  science  in  France,  whose  death  has 
just  occurred — one  of  those  quieb  retiring  men,  who  do  not 
understand  diplomacy,  and  who  would  not  be  absent  for  a  day 
from  their  work  at  any  cost.  He  writes  that  his  duties  com' 
mence  on  October  1,  and  it  will  be  utterly  impossible  for 
him  to  receive  personally  the  medal  which  has  been  con- 
fened  upon  him.  In  his  absence  a  representative  of  the 
Austro-Hungarian  Embassy,  Count  Siegfried  Clary,  is  in 
attendance  to  receive  is,  and  in  the  Dame  of  the  committee 
of  judges,  and  with  the  congratulations  of  the  members  of 
that  tody  to  which  Hanbury  belonged,  I  have  now  the 
pleasure  of  presenting  this  medal. 

In  concluding,  the  President  said  though  Professor  Vogl 
was  not  present  he  (the  President)  was  able  to  show  his 
portrait  framed  in  the  Austrian  colours. 

Count  Clary,  on  rising  to  receive  the  medal,  was  received 
■with  hearty  applause.  He  said  :  I  am  very  happy  to  receive 
the  medal  kindly  awarded  to  Professor  Vogl,  and  very  proud 
of  the  fact  that  one  of  my  countrymen  has  been  so  honoured 
by  your  Society.  I  shall  forward  the  medal  without  delay 
to  Professor  Vogl. 

Having  thus  spoken  the  Count  shook  hands  with  the  Pre- 
sident and  retired. 

Presentation  of  School  Prizes. 

Professor  Reynolds  Green,  Dean  of  the  School  of  Phar- 
macy, was  next  called  upon  to  read  the  report  of  the  work  in 
the  school  last  session.  We  have  referred  to  this  in  reporting 
the  August  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  One 
new  fact  came  out — viz.,  that  there  were  eighty-three 
stttdents  at  the  school  last  year.  The  actual  presentation 
of  the  prizes  was  a  bit  of  a  fiasco,  for  only  three  students 
appeared  to  received  them — viz  ,  Mr.  Sydney  Davis,  who 
took  two  certificates  of  honour ;  Mr.  Harold  M.  Rpad,  who 
got  three;  and  Mr.  Harold  Brown,  the  hero  of  the  year,  who 
received  half-a-dozen  medals  and  piles  of  bcoks  and  certifi- 
cates. Mr.  Brown  was  also  presented  with  Hanbury's 
"Science  Papers"  and  "  Pbarmacographia  "  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Hanbury,  and  the  President  made  an  appropriate  little 
speech. 

Hebbarium  Prizes. 

Professor  Gbeen  reported  upon  this  competition.  There 
were  four  competitors,  and  all  were  recognised.  Mr.  Geo. 
V.  O.  Last,  the  silver  medallist,  was  present,  and  was  heartily 
received  and  complimented  when  the  President  handed  him 
his  medal  and  certificate.  Mr.  E.  G.  Martin,  who  was 
awarded  a  certificate  of  honour,  was  the  only  other  young 
botanist  in  the  room,  and  his  almost  boyish  appearance  won 
for  him  an  enthusiastic  reception  when  he  came  up  to  the 
table. 

Council  Prizes. 

Mr.  Seward  submitted  the  rerort  on  the  examination  of 
pharmaceutical  chemists  for  the  Council  prizes,  and  praised 
highly  the  men  who  took  them — viz.,  Mr.  Harold  Brown, 
Pereira  medal,  &c. ;  Mr.  Henry  Eraser,  silver  medal,  &c. ; 
and  Mr.  F.  H.  Tully,  bronze  medal,  &c 

The  first  two  came  up  to  the  table  to  receive  the  prizes. 

Jacob  Bell  Scholars. 

After  Mr.  W.  Murton  Holmes  had  read  his  report  on  the 
July  competition,  Mr.  Francis  W.  Stamp  and  Mr.  George 
Senter,  the  successful  men,  were  called  to  the  table  to 
receive  the  gift  of  text-books  from  the  Hills  fund. 

The  President  recommended  Mr.  Stamp  to  stamp  his 
name  on  the  blackboards ;  but  the  meeting  did  not  slay 
him,  for  he  was  able  to  inform  those  present  immediately 
after  that  Mr.  Stnter  is  an  Edinburgh  man,  who  does  not 
spell  his  name  with  a  "  C."  He  then  told  the  meeting  that 
Mr.  Harold  Brown  had  been  asked  to  accept  the  Redwood 
scholarship ;  and  this  brought  the  prize  part  of  the  business 
to  an  end. 

It  was  3.35  when  Professor  F.  T.  Roberts  rose  to  deliver 
his  address.  We  are  sorry  we  cannot  give  a  portrait  of  the 
professor,  as  he  does  not  approve  of  that  sort  of  thing.  A 
pen-portrait  cannot  do  him  justice.  He  stands  over  6  feet 
high,  and  his  figure  favours  rotundity  ;  but  it  is  carried  erect, 
and  with  somewhat  of  a  military  aspect.  This  latter  charac- 
teristic is  heightened  by  the  silvery  moustache  which  falls 
over  a  fiim  mouth.  The  professor's  face  looks  weather- 
beaten,  and  until  he  rose  to  speak  one  would  scarcely  have 


credited  that  he  would  have  the  audience  roaring  with 
laughter  within  thirty  seconds ;  but  so  it  was,  and  we  must 
ask  those  who  read  the  following  reprint  of  his  address  to- 
imagine  where  the  audience  punctuated  it  with  laughter  and 
applause : — 

INTRODUCTORY  ADDRESS. 

By  Professor  Fredebick  T.  Roberts,  M.D.,  B.Sc , 
F.R.C.P. 

Mr.  President,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen,  —  I  esteem  it 
a  very  great  honour  to  have  been  invited  to  deliver  the- 
Inaugural  Sessional  Address  on  the  present  occasion,  which 
must  be  one  full  of  interest  to  all  who  have  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  and  its 
associated  School  of  Pharmacy  at  heart.  At  the  same  time 
I  am  by  nature  of  a  very  retiring  disposition,  and  instinctively 
shrink  from  any  public  appearance  outside  my  own  particu- 
lar sphere.  I  therefore  really  feel  acutely  conscious  of  the 
responsibilities  of  my  position,  and  of  the  difficulties  of  the 
task  which  I  have  undertaken.  They  weigh  upon  me  all  the 
more  because  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  perusing  some 
of  the  addresses  previously  delivered  here  under  similar 
circumstances,  and  was  truly  appalled  when  I  found  what 
eminent,  learned,  and  eloquent  members  of  my  profession 
I  had  to  follow.  I  conclude  that  I  owe  my  selection 
indirectly  to  the  fact  that  for  many  years  I  have  been 
intimately  associated  with  materia  medica  and  therapeutics, 
as  professor  and  examiner,  and  have  even  ventured  to  publish* 
a  book  on  the  subject.  I  have  a  strong  impression,  however,, 
that  the  more  immediate  cause  will  be  found  in  the  circum- 
stance that  I  number  some  excellent  friends  amongst  the 
members  of  the  Council,  and  I  hope  and  believe,  Mr- 
President,  that  you  are  somewhat  amicably  disposed  towards 
me.  At  any  rate  you  approached  me,  when  conveying  the- 
invitation  in  person,  in  your  most  pleasant,  attractive,  and 
winning  manner,  which  I  thus  interpreted,  and  which  I 
could  not  possibly  resist. 

The  opening  of  a  new  session  in  connection  with  anr 
important  educational  institution  such  as  this  cannot  fail  to 
awaken  feelings  and  sentiments  of  a  more  or  less  exciting 
and  even  emotional  character,  associated  with  the  past, 
the  present,  and  the  future,  influenced  and  modified  by  the 
individual  relations,  experience,  and  status  of  those  whomv 
I  have  the  privilege  of  addressing.  I  take  it  for  granted 
that,  while  some  of  my  remarks  may  appeal  to  all  who  have 
honoured  me  with  their  presence,  and  who,  I  presume,  are? 
interested  in  various  ways  in  the  proceedings,  or  may  even- 
have  a  wider  scope,  my  more  immediate  purpose  is  to  speak- 
to  the  students  whom  I  see  before  me,  and  who  have  come- 
here  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  making  themselves  proficient 
in  the  science  and  art  of  pharmacy.  For  you,  ladies  and 
gentlemen  (for  I  understand  that  I  number  among  my 
audience  some  lady-Etudents),  the  past  history  of  the- 
Pharmaceutical  Society  and  School  of  Pharmacy  must  be 
peculiarly  attractive  and  interesting,  as  it  certainly  has  been, 
to  me.  Indeed,  before  proceeding  further,  I  cannot  refrain,- 
from  expressing  my  intense  admiration  for,  and  offering  my 
cordial  congratulations  to,  those  who  have  been  instrumental 
in  bringing  this  institution  to  its  present  state  of  activity 
and  efficiency.  I  gratefully  acknowledge  that  my  informa- 
tion on  this  subject  has  been  obtained  chiefly  from  the 
"Jubilee  Address"  of  your  President,  delivered  in  1892, 
which  I  found  most  instructive,  interesting,  and  helpful,  and 
I  can  only  hope  that  this  address  comes  out  in  successive 
and  inexhaustible  editions,  so  that  every  pharmaceutical 
student  to  the  end  of  time  may  be  supplied  with  a  copy. 

The  Records  of  the  Past. 
The  history  given  in  the  address  to  which  I  have  just 
alluded  of  tne  establishment,  aims,  progress,  and  accom- 
plishments of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  School  of) 
Pharmacy,  is  most  delightful  and  stimulating  reading.  Any- 
one who  "has  the  slightest  knowledge  or  conception  of  the 
state  of  things  existing  previous  to,  or  indeed  for  some  time 
after,  their  foundation,  of  which  I  have  personally  a  very- 
vivid  recollection,  must  feel  a  thrill  of  gratitude  to  the 
founders,  who,  guided  by  broad  and,  at  that  time,  advanced 
views,  with  remarkable  sagacity  and  foresight  devoted  their 
time,  energy,  and  means  to  a  beneficent  and  noble  purpose 
and  having  first  obtained  a  charter  to  protect  the  interests). 
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•of  chemists  and  druggists,  ard  to  advance  chemistry  and 
pharmacy,  immediately  proceeded  to  establish  this  school, 
which  has  since  undergone  such  wonderful  development  acd 
made  such  great  strides,  that  I  certainly  am  not  prepared  to 
dispute  your  President's  claim  that  "it  is  now  the  best- 
equipped  school  of  pharmacy  and  chemistry  in  the  kingdom." 
Indeed,  if  it  will  make  him  any  the  happier,  I  will  even 
permit  him  to  crow  unchecked  over  University  College,  in 
affirming  that  the  first  chemical  laboratory  in  London  was 
established  in  this  place. 

Another  part  of  the  address,  which  interested  me  very 
much,  is  devoted  to  reminiscences  and  criticisms  of  the  truly 
great  men  who  were  the  earliest  professors  and  teachers  in 
this  school,  and  of  those  who  subsequently  took  their  place, 
and  directed  its  affairs.  Such  names  as  those  of  Anthony 
Todd  Thomson,  Fownes,  Pereira,  Redwood,  and  Bentley 
stand  out  conspicuously  and  prominently  in  the  history  of 
scientific  and  practical  education  in  relation  to  the  subjects 
with  which  you  are  here  more  immediately  conceined,  and 
they  will  ever  be  remembered  with  admiration  and  venera- 
tion. Two  names  appeal  to  me  more  especially — that  of 
S^ownes,  who  has  always  been  associated  in  my  mind  with 
University  College,  whither  he  was  eDticed,  and  whose  early 
■death  was  such  a  severe  loss  to  that  College  and  to  chemistry  ; 
and  that  of  Eedwood,  the  "hard-headed  Welshman."  My 
particular  interest  in  this  distinguished  man  arises  from 
the  fact  that  I  belong  to  the  same  nationality,  which  is  the 
only  qualification  that  I  can  claim  in  common  with  him.  On 
this  account,  however,  I  felt  a  peculiar  gratification  in  read- 
ing, not  only  of  his  attainments  and  capacity  for  teaching, 
but  also  of  his  physical  advantages  and  attractions,  his 
■oratorical  powers,  but,  above  all,  his  fighting  propensities  and 
abilities.  Contrary  to  what  you  seem  to  suggest,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, we  Welshmen  are  really  and  essentially  so  meek  and 
subdued,  as  the  result  of  ages  of  oppression  and  want  of 
opportunities  for  proper  education,  that  it  is  quite  exhilarat- 
ing to  read  of  a  fellow-countryman  who  could  assert  himself 
and  hold  his  own,  and  out  of  whom  you  could  never  "  get 
any  change  " 

I  have  thus  briefly  alladed  to  the  past  history  of  this 
institution,  because  I  feel  strongly  that  you  who  are  already 
•students  here,  or  are  now  about  entering,  and  indeed  the 
whole  body  of  existing  or  potential  pharmaceutical  chemists, 
ought  never  to  forget  or  ignore  it,  and  the  remembrance  of 
what  has  been  done  should  not  only  rouse  feelings  of  gratitude 
on  your  part,  but  ought  also  to  have  the  effect  of  actively 
stimulating  your  zeal  and  energy. 

An  Ideal  Future. 

In  these  busy  and  exciting  times,  however,  we  have  not 
time  to  indulge  in  much  sentiment  about  the  past,  for  we 
have  to  deal  immediately  and  practically  with  the  present 
and  the  future.  My  further  remarks,  therefore,  must  be 
guided  accordingly,  and  I  now  proceed  to  lay  before  you 
certain  thoughts  which  have  suggested  themselves  to  my 
mind  as  suitable  for  this  occasion,  and  which  I  trust  may 
•aot  be  without  some  influence  for  good. 

First,  entertain  and  cherish  constantly  a  high  conception 
and  standard  in  relation  to  the  nature  of  your  calling,  its 
.purposes  and  aims,  its  possible  achievements,  and  its  social 
status.  It  is  of  ho  use  attempting  to  conceal  or  deny  the 
facts  that  in  past  times  the  business  of  a  "chemist  and 
druggist  "  was  generally  but  a  "  paltry  trade  "  ;  and  that  the 
apprentice,  who  was  supposed  to  be  learning  pharmacy,  was 
often  nothing  but  a  "  shop-boy,  employed  to  fetch  and 
carry."  Indeed,  I  very  much  fear  that  such  a  description 
will  still  apply  not  uncommonly.  This  ought  not  to  be, 
and  pharmaceutical  chemists  as  a  body  should  do  their 
utmost  to  make  it  impossible  for  such  a  state  of  things  any 
longer  to  exist.  What  think  you  were  the  motives  which 
prompted  the  founders  of  this  Society  and  School  to  enter 
upon  the  arduous  task  which  they  set  themselves,  and  which 
they  pursued  with  so  much  energy,  devotion,  and  success  1 
At  first  sight  it  may  appear  as  if  the  motive  were  a  purely 
selfish  one,  for  it  is  asknowleiged  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  was  started  for  the  purpose  of  defence,  and  to  pro- 
ject the  interests  of  chemists  and  druggists.  But  surely 
the  stimulus  which  urged  them  to  take  this  step  came  from 
•deeper  and  higher  motives  than  this — namely,  a  true  and 
lofty  idea  of  the  nature  of  their  vocation,  of  its  grave  and 
far-reaching  importance  in  relation  to  the  general  community, 


and  of  the  real  dignity  of  tbe  "  science  and  art  of  phar- 
macy." As  you,  Mr.  President,  have  told  us,  they  were 
men  of  considerable  knowledge  and  eminent  in  pharmacy, 
at  the  "  top  of  their  business,"  and  they  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  gain  personally.  They  acted  in  a  truly  unselfish 
and  self-sacrificing  spirit,  and  for  the  benefit  of  future 
generations.  Surely  it  is  not  too  much  to  expect  that  those 
who  follow  them,  and  who  are  reaping  the  advantages  of 
their  efforts  and  of  their  devotion  to  a  good  cause,  should 
not  allow  the  standard  which  they  set  up  to  be  lowered  in 
the  smallest  degree,  but  rather  should  join  hand  in  hand  to 
laise  it  if  possible  still  higher,  and  to  realise  the  prospect 
which  they  only  glimpsed  from  afar. 

But,  obviously,  it  pharmacy  is  to  reach  and  retain  its 
proper  and  legitimate  status,  those  who  are  engaged  in  its 
practice  must  be  adequately  instructed  and  trained.  As 
Redwood  said,  "  tbe  occupation  of  the  skilled  pharmacist  is 
becoming  one  in  which  education  and  science  aie  essential 
to  gain  the  position  which  pharmacy  deserves."  I  presume, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  by  becoming  students  of  this 
school,  you  acknowledge  the  reasonableness  of  this  proposi- 
tion ;  but  I  rather  fancy  there  are  not  a  few  who  are  not 
present  who  would  be  inclined  to  dispute  it.  I  cannot  now 
enter  into  any  discussion  as  to  wbat  should  be  the  exact 
scope  and  extent  of  the  instruction  and  training,  or  the 
range  and  degree  of  severity  of  the  examinations,  especially 
as  1  understand  that  on  these  points  there  are  differences  of 
opinion  even  amongst  those  who  have  the  interests  of  phar- 
macy at  heart.  The  outline  which  you  gave,  Mr.  President, 
as  a  sort  of  "  ideal  education  "  for  pharmacists,  has  much  to 
commend  it,  but  whether  it  is  practicable  at  present  is 
another  matter.  With  many  of  your  suggestions  I  personally 
cordially  agree,  and  I  venture  to  affirm  that  the  higher  you 
aim,  within  due  and  well- understood  limits,  whether  in 
regard  to  general  culture,  instruction  in  your  own  special 
subjects,  scientific  and  practical  training,  or  qualifying  ex- 
aminations, the  better  will  it  be  for  pharmacists  as  a  body, 
as  well  as  for  the  community  at  large. 

Pharmacy  as  a  Business. 

Of  course,  the  fact  must  be  fully  recognised  that  tbe 
pharmaceutical  chemist  cannot  ignore  the  business  aspect  of 
his  vocation,  but  I  really  cannot  conceive  of  anyone,  because 
he  is  an  "  educated  pharmacist,"  being  ashamed  of  his  busi- 
ness. Listen  to  your  President's  words  :  "  There  is  nothing 
derogatory  in  standing  behind  a  counter,  however  well 
educated  you  are,  and  dispensing  medicines,  and  dealing 
with  people  in  an  honourable  and  upright  manner  "  "  I 
never  was  ashamed  of  my  business,  and  I  have  never  lost  a 
jot  in  the  social  respect  of  anybody."  Never  were  truer 
words  uttered,  sir,  and  they  are  full  of  downright  common- 
sense.  I  only  wish  they  could  be  echoed  far  and  wide  in 
these  days  of  social  humbug  and  pretentious  snobbery.  And 
here  let  me  say  that,  speakiog  personally,  I  certainly  do  not 
claim  any  abstract  social  superiority  for  the  vocation  of  the 
medical  practitioner  over  that  of  the  pharmacist,  or 
that  there  is  any  line  of  demarcation  between  them. 
Their  relative  position  must  very  much  deperid  on 
individual  attainments,  character,  and  actions ;  and  in  my 
opinion  the  educated  pharmacist  may  fairly  regard  himself 
as  a  "  professional  man  "  if  he  acts  accordingly,  and  "  carries 
out  everything  in  a  trie  professional  spirit."  There  is  no 
reason  whatever  why  every  pharmaceutical  chemist  may  not 
be  competent  to  associate  with,  and  be  a  fit  colleagae  for,  the 
members  of  the  medical  or  any  other  profession,  both 
socially  and  scientifically,  and  it  will  mainly  rest  with  you 
individually  what  position  you  take  in  these  respects.  In 
my  profession  I  regret  to  say  that  at  the  present  time  there 
are  not  a  few  who  degrade  their  vocation  to  a  very  low  trade 
indeed,  and  who  thus  bring  much  discredit  upon  it.  The 
lowest  level  yet  reached  is  probably  that  of  a  scheme  recently 
disclosed,  in  which  some  of  its  members  are  actually  tacked 
on  to  the  weekly  purchase  of  a  "  quarter  of  a  pound  of  tea  " 
from  a  certain  firm,  who  have  the  audacity  to  publish  a  list 
of  qualified  medical  men  whom  they  employ  to  give  medical 
attendance  "  free  of  charge  "  in  return  for  this  mo3t  profitable 
investment ! 

Take  Advantage  of  Opportunities. 

I  now  proceed  to  deal  with  another  point  which  exoerience 
has  taught  me  that  it  is  desirable  and  necessary  to  uge  and 
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impress  again  and  again  tipon  students,  especially  upon  those 
who  are  beginning  their  career.  It  is  that  you  should 
conscientiously  realise  your  responsibilities,  atd  fully 
appreciate  your  opportunities,  takiEg  the  utmost  advantage 
of  the  excellent  rreans  of  instruction  and  training,  both 
scientific  and  practical,  which  are  now  a!;  your  command. 
Your  time  is  short,  it  rushes  along  with  startling  rapidity, 
and  you  cannot  afford  to  waste  the  smallest  portion  of 
it,  of  course  with  due  regard  lo  needful  recreation.  In 
looking  over  the  Calendar,  I  have  been  deeply  impressed 
with  the  high  character,  extent  and  thoroughness  of  the 
instruction  which  has  been  provided  for  you  ;  and  with  the 
eminent  position  and  scientific  attainments  of  your  pro- 
lessors,  lectuiers.  and  demonstiators.  Moieover,  you  have 
a  Museum  and  L iboi atories  which  are  the  envy  of  most 
medical  schools,  with  an  excellent  Library  and  Keading- 
room  ;  while  your  ambition  and  zeal  are  stimulated  by  prizes, 
scholarships,  and  valuable  fellowships.  Ceitainly  your 
advantages  ate  great,  and  I  strongly  advise  you  to  live  up 
to  them.  As  a  teacher  and  examiner  of  some  experience, 
however,  I  feel  bound  to  say  that  I  do  not  expect  you  will 
all  follow  my  advice.  The  highest  aim  which  a  large  pro- 
portion of  students  setm  to  have  at  the  present  day,  what- 
ever their  line  may  happen  to  be,  i3  to  pass  the  requisite 
examinations,  wbich  will  enable  them  to  assume  a  certain 
title  or  titles,  indicated  by  appropriate  letters,  in  "  big  type," 
after  their  names,  and  to  reap  the  practical  benefits  which 
such  titles  are  supposed  to  bring  with  them.  Towaids  this 
end  they  do  just  as  much  as  they  think  necessary,  and  no 
more,  whatever  their  oppoitunities  may  be;  nor  do  they 
despise  the  adventitious  help  of  the  "  grinder  "  or  "  coach  " 
who  can  give  them  a  lilt  over  the  stile.  And  then  if 
they  fail,  tney  blame,  not  themselves,  but  the  system  of 
examination,  which  in  reality  fairly  tests  their  knowledge, 
and  only  prevents  those  from  passing  who  are  not  com- 
petent; or,  it  may  be,  some  individual  examiner,  who 
probably  is  as  harmless  and  innocent  as  a  "  babe  unborn." 
Now,  I  don't  wish  to  be  hard  upon  you,  the  students 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  of  course  the  preceding 
remaiks  do  net  apply  to  you  at  all,  for  I  feel  sure  you  will 
agree  with  me  that  your  examinations  must  be  founded  on  a 
sound  basis,  and  sufficiently  comprehensive  and  stringent  to 
show  that  you  are  competent  to  undertake  the  duties  which 
will  devolve  upen  you  in  ycur  future  career.  To  pass  such 
examinations  is  the  lowest  point  that  you  can  possibly  aim 
at ;  but  you  may  go  as  far  beyond  as  your  ambition  prompts, 
or  your  opportunities  permit.  I  cannot  see  any  reason 
whatever  why  this  institution  should  not  train  students  to  be 
professors  and  teachers  in  the  subjects  which  come  within  its 
sccpe,  or  e/ven  prepare  them  for  allied  scientific  and  profes- 
sional pursuits  not  immediately  connected  with  pharmacy  as 
a  business.  It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  note  amongst 
t  hose  who  have  at  various  times  been  partially  educated  here 
the  names  of  many  friends,  and  even  students  of  mine,  who 
have  since  found  an  opetiog  in  other  directions,  and  have 
highly  distinguished  themselves  in  their  several  spheres  of 
woik.  If  any  of  you  can  equal  or  surpass  your  predecessors, 
ycu  are  perftctly  at  liberty  to  do  so,  and  to  that  end  I  can 
only  again  urge  you  to  avail  yourselves  thoroughly  of  the 
opportunities  which  are  now  within  your  reach,  and  not  to 
be  airaid  to  aim  high. 

Kelations  of  Medical  Men  to  Pharmacists. 

Permit  me  now  to  jefer  briefly  to  two  or  thies  practical 
questions  bearing  upen  the  relations  existing  between  the 
medical  profession  and  that  of  pharmacy.  Although  they 
do  not  immediately  concern  you  as  pharmaceutical  students, 
I  think  it  is  desirable  to  draw  your  attention  to  them,  for 
no  doubt  sooner  or  later  most  of  you  will  be  interested 
in  them,  and  they  are  of  decided  importance  to  the  general 
public. 

I  have  already  alluded  to  the  social  relations  between  the 
two  bodies,  and  I  now  fuither  affirm  that  there  is  certainly 
no  inherent  antagonism  between  the  medical  man  and  the 
pharmaceutical  chemist  in  any  sense  whatever,  as  a  super- 
ficial glance  at  much  that  is  going  on  might  lead  one  to 
suppose.  On  the  contraiy,  there  should  be  nothing  ap- 
proaching want  of  harmony  or  discord  between  them,  and 
they  ought  to  work  together  earnestly  and  cordially  for  the 
common  good.  In  a  stale  of  perfect  social  order  the  one 
would  really  be  the  complement  of  the  other,  but  although 


this  desirable  relation  is  not  practicable  at  present,  there  is- 
no  reason  whatever  why  they  should  not  pursue  their  several 
vocations  in  a  thoroughly  tolerant  and  friendly  spirit.  This 
does  not  by  any  means  imply  that  the  views  of  doctors  and 
pharmacists  are  always  the  same,  or  their  interests  identical. 
It  may  happen  that  they  are  really  opposed.  For  instance, 
there  are  a  great  many  therapeutic  agents  of  the  highest 
value  which  are  not  of  the  nature  of  drugs.  Now,  I  am  not 
one  of  those  superior  persons  who  are  sceptics  as  to  the- 
usefulness  of  medicines,  as  they  are  about  most  other  things, 
but  I  honestly  confess  that  as  a  professor  of  therapeutics  and 
a  practical  physician  I  do  not  place  them  first,  that  I 
frequently  recommend  or  use  other  agents  in  preference,  and 
that  not  uncommonly  I  have  to  check  very  considerably  the- 
injudicious  employment  of  drugs  by  patients,  or  even  by- 
young  and  inexperienced  doctors.  Now  from  the  pharmacist's 
point  of  view  naturally  this  is  not  "  good  business,"  and  he- 
cannot  be  human  if  he  does  not  feel  an  instinctive  fondness 
for  the  physician  who  prescribes  on  an  extensive  scale.  I 
feel  sure,  however,  that  no  rational  and  honest  chemist  would 
bear  me  a  grudge  because  1  cannot  conscientiously  contribute 
to  his  prosperity  and  well-being  to  the  degree  that  I  should 
like  to,  if  circumstances  were  only  more  propitious,  and  my 
mental  bent  were  more  in  his  direction. 

Assuming  then  that  we  are  well-disposed  towards  each 
other,  I,  as  a  member  of  the  medical  profession,  claim  from 
you  pharmacists  protection  against  certain  dangers  and  evils- 
with  which  we  are  really  impotent  to  deal.  In  the  first 
place  we  look  to  you  to  guarantee,  within  reasonable  limits,  , 
that  we  are  supplied  with  efficient,  active,  pure,  and  un- 
adulterated diugs.  As  your  President  has  put  it,  you  are 
supposed  to  be  "competent  to  know  what  you  sell,  to  analyse 
everything  you  sell,  and  to  know  that  it  is  what  you  say  it 
is  ; "  and  if  pharmacists  generally  only  act  up  conscientiously 
to  this  standard,  the  medical  profession  will  be  perfectly 
satisfied.  I  fear,  however,  that  is  by  no  means  always- 
reached,  and  that  deliberate  substitution  of  drugs  other  than 
those  prescribed,  or  systematic  adulteration,  is  not  unknown 
even  amongst  qualified  pharmaceutical  chemists.  Why  this 
mean,  contemptible,  and  most  iniquitous  variety  of  fraud 
and  theft  is  only  punished  with  a  fine,  while  a  poor  starving 
wretch  who  steals  a  loaf  of  bread,  or  a  turnip  from  a  field, 
to  appease  the  pangs  of  hunger,  is  put  into  prison,  I  cannot 
conceive.  If  I  had  my  will,  I  would  give  the  man  or  woman 
who  adulteiates  anything,  but  especially  food  and  medicines,, 
a  very  hot  time. 

Irresponsible  Pharmacy. 

I  must  pass  over  the  questions  relating  to  patent  and' 
quack  medicines,  merely  remarking  that  a  judicious  dis- 
cretion in  dealing  with  them  may  be  fairly  expected  on  the-"- 
part  of  pharmaceutical  chemists,  especially  when  they  con- 
tain powerful  or  poisonous  ingredients ;  and  will  certainly 
steer  clear  of  homoeopathy,  lest  I  start  another  lively  and 
adverting  correspondence  in  the  Times.  I  should  like, 
however,  to  say  a  few  words  about  what  I  may  term 
"  irresponsible  pharmacy,"  upon  which  I  very  much  wish 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  could  exercise  some  check. 
Pharmacy  is  really  in  a  somewhat  curious  state  just  now, 
and  if  one  takes  up  any  medical  or  pharmaceutical  journal  or 
periodical,  not  to  speak  of  general  and,  above  all,  so-called 
"  religious  "  newspapers,  the  number  and  variety  of  prepara- 
tions and  compounds  one  sees  advertised,  for  every  kind  of 
complaint,  each  vying  with  the  other  in  brag  and' 
boastfulness,  are  positively  most  confusing  and  overwhelm- 
ing. Moreover,  every  drug  is  so  conveniently  and  attractively 
prepared  for  us— individually  and  inall  sorts  of  combinations 
—that  the  art  of  prescribing  stands  a  very  good  chance  of 
dykg  out,  and  indeed  even  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
seems  hardly  to  be  needed  any  longer.  Up  to  a  certain 
point,  of  course,  this  is  very  pleasant  and  helpful,  and  we 
owe  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  many  pharmaceutical  and 
manufacturing  chemists  cf  honourable  type  for  what  they 
have  done  in  this  direction,  but  there  are  limits.  Amongst 
other  matters,  I  affirm  that  it  is  decidedly  wrong  that  so  many 
drugs,  seme  of  them  very  powerful  and  even  dangerous,  are 
now  supplied  freely  to  the  public  at  large  in  the  form  of 
tabloids,_capsules,  and  the  like,  which  they  can  consume  or 
use  in  other  ways  to  any  extent  at  their  own  discretion,  and 
altogether  apart  from  medical  supervision.  Again,  I  must 
er_ter  my  emphatic  protest  against  the  extreme  haste  which- 


October  5,  1895 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


523 


is  exhibited  to  flood  the  market  with  all  kinds  of  new  drugs 
and  special  remsdies,  in  endless  variety  of  preparations  and 
methods  of  administration,  either  before  they  have  been 
fairly  studied  or  tested  at  all,  or  only  in  a  most  superficial 
and  inadequate  manner.  The  consequence  i3  that  the  large 
majority  of  these  vaunted  remedies  fail  ignominiously  to 
maintain  their  position,  thus  inevitably  bringing  upon  thera- 
peutics and  pharmacy  undeserved  discredit,  and  seriously 
impeding  their  true  progress. 

In  order  to  maiutain  the  cordial  and  friendly  relations 
between  medical  men  and  pharmacists,  to  which  I  have  pre- 
viously referred,  I  presume  it  will  be  generally  agreed  that 
it  is  most  desirable  that  they  should  keep  to  their  respective 
spheres  as  strictly  as  possible.  I  believe  I  am  correct  in 
expressing  the  opinion  that  a  large  majority  of  those  belong- 
ing to  the  medical  profession  would  rejoice  to  see  dispensing 
by  its  members  entirely  done  away  with ;  and  altogether 
apart  from  consultants,  I  know  maDy  "  general  prac- 
titioners" who  act  accordingly,  probably  to  their  own 
financial  loss.  But  looking  at  the  matter  practically,  I 
honestly  do  cot  see  how  the  long-established  custom  of 
doctors  dispensing  and  sending  out  their  own  medicines  can 
possibly  be  changed  on  [a  general,  or  even  a  large,  scale  for 
many  a  day  to  come,  especially  in  the  smaller  towns  and 
country  districts.  Even  "doctors"  must  live,  and  so  long 
as  people  will  not  pay  for  mere  "  advice,"  as  they  call  it,  or 
give  a  fair  remuneration  for  a  prescription,  it  cannot  be 
expected  that  the  medical  attendant  will  give  up  his  main 
source  of  income.  We  can  only  hope  that,  as  the  result  of 
the  progress  of  education,  ideas1  will  change,  and  that  dis- 
pensing will,  in  course  of  time,  be  left  entirely  to  the  skilled 
pharmacist. 

The  Peesceibing  Chemist. 

There  is  another  aspect  of  affairs  which  I  feel  bound  to 
notice,  though  I  may  be  venturing  on  delicate  ground.  I 
allude  to  the  "  prescribing  chemist."  Whether  I  give  offence 
or  not,  I  must  unhesitatingly  and  emphatically  declare  that 
for  him  there  is  no  excuse  whatever.  He  has  never  been 
educated  or  trained  in  any  sense  for  the  position  which  he 
assumes,  and  is  certain  to  do  infinite  harm  in  a  variety  of 
ways.  Therefore  I  earnestly  exhort  you  whom  I  am  now 
addressing  as  students  from  the  very  outset  steadfastly  to 
resist  every  temptation  to  resort  to  such  a  practice,  and  not 
to  be  led  under  any  circumstances  into  what  is  an  unfair 
and  illegal  competition  with  the  medical  profession.  To 
treat  patients  merely  on  their  own  statement  that  they  are 
suffering  from  indigestion,  neuralgia,  cough,  palpitation,  or 
what  not,  for  which  they  require  a  remedy,  is  absolutely 
wrong  in  principle  and  disastrous  in  its  consequences,  and 
for  their  sakes,  as  well  as  havicg  regard  to  your  own  sense 
of  honesty  and  integrity,  you  ought  invariably  and  without 
hesitation  to  refuse  to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  You  can 
only  be  working  in  the  dark,  for  you  know  nothing  about 
the  actual  nature  of  the  case,  and  are  utterly  incompetent  to 
investigate  it,  even  if  you  tried.  I  feel  ashamed  to  acknow- 
ledge that  there  are  practices  prevalent  amongst  a  ceitain 
class  of  qualified  medical  men,  which  are  not  one  whit  better 
than  those  of  the  "prescribing  chemist."  The  running  of 
"cheap  dispensaries,"  where  "advice  and  medicines"  are 
supplied  to  all  tomera  without  the  slightest  pretention  to 
"  clinical  investigation,"  and,  as  a  rule,  at  a  figure  that  I  feel 
sure  would  make  you  blush  if  I  mentioned  it;  and  the  exten- 
sive employment  by  medical  men  of  "  unqualified  assistants," 
who  are  absolutely  ignorant  and  incapable,  and  not  a  few  of 
whom  are  but  the  wreck  of  immoral  and  degraded  lives,  are 
standing  blots  upon  our  profess  son,  and  it  is  a  scandal  that  it 
is  possible  for  such  practices  to  continue.  Our  so-  called  "  states- 
men "  and  "  politicians,"  however,  of  all  parties,  care  nothing 
for  these  things.  I  sincerely  hope  that  you  have  a  higher 
conception  of  your  vocation  than  to  compete  with  individuals 
of  such  a  low  type.  As  well,  or  better,  may  you  compete 
with  the  "  penny-in-the-slot  automatic  doctor,"  of  which  1 
recently  read.  In  a  nude  bronze  figure,  the  well-known 
apertures  are  placed  above  the  principal  vital  organs  for  the 
reception  of  the  humble  coin.  The  speculator  makes  his 
own  diagnosis  as  to  his  particular  ailment;  he  introduces 
his  "fee"  into  the  corresponding  crifice,  and  from  the 
drawer  thus  opened  he  obtains  a  prescription  supposed  to  be 
applicable  to  his  case,  for  the  ridiculous  sum  of  one  penny, 
plus  the  further  charges  of  the  chemist,  who  has  therein  a 


decided  advantage  over  the  doctor.  In  relation  to  the  subject 
I  am  now  discussing,  I  was  much  gratified,  Mr.  President,  to 
read  in  your  address  the  following  passage  :— "  If  there  is 
one  thing  more  than  another  that  our  educational  system  has 
taught  us  it  is  that  the  best-educated  men  amongst  us  are 
these  who  never  trench  on  the  medical  man's  province."  I 
have  no  doubt  whatever  that  this  is  a  true  statement,  and  I 
have  every  confidence  that  those  who  study  here  are  so 
educated,  and  have  such  a  high  standard  constantly  placed 
before  them,  that  they  ought  to  give  no  opportunity  for 
being  "  found  fault  with  for  prescribing  or  dabbling  in  things 
which  they  do  not  understand." 

Co-operation  with  Medical  Men. 

It  is  pleasant  to  pass  from  controversial  questions,  and  to 
consider  for  a  moment  that  of  co-operation,  which  in  these 
days  is  such  an  attractive  word.  Taking  a  comprehensive 
glance  at  the  existing  state  of  things,  and  looking  forward 
into  the  future,  one  cannot  fail  to  see  many  directions  alorg 
which  the  authorities  who  guide  the  affairs  of  the  medical 
profession  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  as  well  as  the 
general  body  of  members  of  the  respective  branches,  may  and 
ought  to  work  together  on  legitimate  and  rational  lines.  I 
believe  that  we  all  desire  a  higher  standard  of  education,  and 
that  true  knowledge  and  culture  may  be  more  widely  dis- 
seminated among  our  ranks.  At  the  present  time  we  are  co- 
operating in  the  preparation  of  a  new  edition  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  under  the  able  editorship  of  Professar  Att- 
field,  and  I  hope  and  believe  with  most  beneficial  results. 
From  your  chemical  laboratories  we  have  every  reason 
to  expect  that  you  will  supply  us  with  additional  and 
really  useful  remedies  and  active  principles;  while  your 
laboratory  of  pharmacy  cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  service 
in  advancing  this  important  department  in  various  direc- 
tions. For  much  valuable  help  thus  already  received,  I 
thank  you  cordially  on  behalf  of  the  medical  profession,  bur, 
we  anticipate  far  greater  things  in  the  future.  With  regard 
to  pharmacology  as  a  science,  I  understand  that  you  have 
the  means  of  encouraging  workers  to  aid  those  on  the  medical 
side  in  establishing  and  extending  knowledge,  correcting 
eirors,  and  making  new  discoveries,  acsordin?  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  modern  experimental  observation  and  research.  Thus 
are  you  preparing  the  way,  in  most  excellent  fashion,  for 
the  true  progress  of  practical  therapeutics,  with  which  the 
members  of  the  medical  profession  are  more  immediately 
concerned. 

What  will  be  the  actual  course  of  evetts  in  the  future  it 
is  difficult  or  even  impossible  to  foretell.  The  administra- 
tion of  internal  organs  or  their  products  in  different  forms  ; 
the  introduction  of  serum-therapeutics,  with  the  injection  of 
antitoxins  and  the  like  ;  the  development  of  physical 
methods  of  treatment ;  and  other  modern  therapeutic  novel- 
ties, are  unquestionably  revolutionising  our  ideas  about 
treatment  in  many  respects.  Methinks,  however,  that  drugs 
will  still  hold  their  own,  and  that  to  the  etd  of  time  there 
will  be  no  diminution  in  the  demand  for  the  services  of  the 
pharmaceutical  chemist.  With  regard  to  so-called  modern 
progress  in  therapeutics,  I  confess  I  feel  personally  some 
misgiving.  At  any  rate,  I  am  sure  that  there  is  a  great  deal 
too  much  hurry  in  the  matter,  and  that  we  all  need  to  bs 
warned  to  advance  cautiously  and  circumspectly,  like  beings 
supposed  to  be  endowed  with  intelligence  and  common 
sense,  and  to  "keep  our  heads."  For  some  notions  and 
expectations  still  widely  entertained  there  is  no  foundation 
whatever,  and  amongst  them  I  confidently  affirm  is  that  of 
the  cure  of  pulmonary  consumption  by  subcutaneous  injec- 
tions of  various  kinds.  I  thought  that  this  craze  had 
received  a  salutary  check,  but  I  see  it  has  recently  broken, 
out  again  violently  in  a  tew  place  1  Apart  from  other 
aspects  of  the  matter,  it  is  a  cruel  thing  to  hold  out  such 
illusory  hopes  to  those  suffering  from  this  terrible  disease, 
for  which  so  much  can  really  be  done  by  rational  methods. 

Fbiendly  Words. 
I  cannot  conclude  my  address  without  offering  you,  and 
more  especially  the  male  students,  a  few  words  of  general 
exhortation  and  encouragement,  though  I  can  only  repeat 
what  has  been  said  over  and  over  again.  I  b?*ve  now  been 
intimately  associated  with  medical  students  as  a  teacher 
and  friend  for  thirty  years.    Whatever  their  particular  line 
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may  be,  I  fancy  that  students  are  very  much  the  same  all 
the  world  over.  1  believe  I  have  come  to  understand  them 
faitly  well,  and  to  appreciate  their  feelings  and  aspira- 
tions, their  difficulties  and  disappointments,  their  trials 
and  temptations.  I  can  assure  you  that  I  sympathise 
with  you  deeply  and  sincerely,  and  from  the  bottom  of 
my  heart  1  wish  you  well.  Upon  each  of  you,  in  your 
individual  capacity,  serious  responsibilities  rest,  which  you 
cannot  ignore  or  shirk.  If  you  desire  to  be  successful  in 
"the  immediate  future,  as  well  as  prosperous  and  happy  when 
yon  come  to  face  the  stern  realities  of  life,  the  principles  which 
must  guide  you  are  precisely  those  which  apply  to  every 
other  sphere  of  work.  You  must  be  diligent,  attentive, 
zealous,  and  earnest  in  your  pursuit  of  knowledge,  and  in 
training  your  mental  and  moral  faculties  for  the  inevitable 
battle,  and  it  may  be  a  severe  one,  which  lies  before  you. 
Nor  must  I  forget  to  overlook  your  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities in  relation  to  each  other.  As  students  of  this 
institution  you  are  brought  into  more  or  less  intimate  asso- 
ciation, and  the  experience  thus  gained  you  ought  to  regard 
as  an  essential  part  of  your  education.  It  has  been  truly 
said  that  the  stimulus  of  example  and  companionship  in 
early  life  is  required  by  the  great  majority  of  individuals, 
in  order  to  ensure  successful  study.  Moreover,  as  your 
President  has  well  put  it,  you  learn  by  rubbing  against  each 
other ;  you  learn  temper,  tact,  and  human  nature ;  while  your 
■  manliness  is  developed,  a  quality  which  he  seems  to  think  is 
peculiarly  important  for  chemists  and  druggists.  Might  I 
add  that  you  may  also  learn  self-control  and  self-repression ; 
as  well  as  the  satisfaction  which  is  associated  with  kindly 
feelings,  courteous  behaviour,  and  due  consideration  for 
others.  It  may  be  that  you  will  eventually  succeed  in  learn- 
ing the  very  hard  lesson  of  how  to  crush  down  the  natural 
feelings  of  envy  and  jealousy,  so  that  you  can  even  rejoice 
in  the  success  of  competitors  who  have  fairly  proved  them- 
selves your  superiors.  The  legitimate  effect  which  each 
should  have  upon  his  fellows  is  to  stimulate  to  friendly 
emulation  and  rivalry,  which  cannot  fail  to  be  beneficial  all 
round.  But  this  association  of  students  has  also  its  dan- 
gerous side.  We  cannot  ignore  the  influence  of  evil  example, 
or  even  of  the  deliberate  tempter — the  man  who  would 
wantonly  lead  others  astray,  to  waste  valuable  time,  to 
spend  their  days  in  idleness  and  frivolity,  or  even  to  wreck 
their  lives  in  vicious  pursuits.  I  earnestly  hope  that  there 
are  none  such  here.  I  have  so  often  seen  such  disastrous 
consequences  from  their  devilish  work  that  I  feel  bound 
with  affectionate  emphasis  to  warn  you  all  against  them, 
but  especially  the  new  comers.  Some  of  you  are  so  young 
and  inexperienced  that  I  really  tremble  for  you  in  this 
great  city,  probably  just  removed  from  the  guidance  of 
loving  parents,  and  the  salutary  control  of  home-life.  I  can 
only  trust  and  pray  that  yon  may  be  constantly  guided  along 
the  paths  of  virtue  and  rectitude  by  a  power  that  is  higher 
than  man. 

And  now,  in  closing,  let  me  offer  my  cordial  congratula- 
tions to  the  successful  winners  of  prizes  and  distinctions 
who  have  come  before  us  to-day,  and  my  no  less  cordial 
encouragement  to  those  who  for  the  present  have  not 
.achieved  all  that  they  aimed  at  or  desired.  May  you  all 
work  on  loyally,  steadfastly,  hopefully,  and  cheerfully, 
conscientiously  striving  to  fit  yourselves  for  the  important 
public  duties  that  lie  before  you  in  the  future,  so  that, 
whatever  position  you  may  in  the  course  of  events  be  called 
upon  to  occupy,  you  may  be  enabled,  not  only  as  accom- 
i  pluhed  and  successful  pharmacists,  but  as  men  and  women 
of  "high  personal  character,  moral  rectitude,  and  fine  sense 
of  honour,"  faithfully  to  serve  your  day  and  generation,  and 
to  contribute  your  due  share  to  the  wellbeing  and  progress 
of  humanity. 

The  delivery  of  the  address  occupied  about  forty  minutes, 
and  at  its  conclusion  Professor  Koberts  was  enthusiastically 
•cheered. 

Thanks. 

The  President  :  I  am  personally  indebted  to  Professor 
■Roberts  for  his  kindness  in  coming  here.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  in  the  Professor  we  have  not  only  an  able  physician,  but 
a  man  of  common  sense,  and  these  are  the  people  to  give  us 
good  advice.  I  therefore  hive  much  pleasure  in  moving  a 
vote  of  thanks,  and  I  will  ask  the  Vice-President  to  second 
it.    (Hear,  hear.) 


The  Vice-President  :  Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentle- 
men,— Any  resolution  which  is  put  from  the  chair  needs  no 
seconding  whatever,  and  this  one  is  no  exception  to  that 
rule,  as  it  is  done  in  so  efficient  a  manner.  But  upon  the 
authority  of  the  President  I  have  to  come,  I  have  to  go,  and 
I  have  to  talk.  It  was  with  great  pleasure  I  listened  to  this 
address  by  Professor  Roberts,  and  it  is  one  that  has  filled  us 
with  dee,p  thought  and  satisfaction.  If  our  efforts  are  not 
accompanied  by  high  moral  culture  we  shall  utterly  fail  in 
that  we  are  seeking  after.  All  students  cannot  be  so  suc- 
cessful as  those  who  have  carried  off  prizes  to-day  ;  but  we 
would  ask  them  to  aspire  to  that  high  ideal  which  ought  to 
be  the  aim  of  every  student  and  which  makes  us  good  citi- 
zens of  this  great  empire.  (Applause.) 

Professor  Roberts  :  It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  to  me 
to  come  here,  and  although  I  am  of  a  retiring  nature,  I 
get  out  oE  it  now  and  then.  It  has  been  your  President 
who  brought  me  here  to-day,  and  I  will  remember  it 
with  great  pleasure  for  many  days  to  come.  (Applause.) 

The  meeting  then  adjourned,  most  of  those  present  going 
to  the  Examination  Hall,  where  tea  was  served. 


Bate— Rowland. — On  September  26,  at  Christ  Church, 
Carnarvon,  by  the  vicar,  the  Rev.  J.  Wynne  Jones,  M.A., 
Mr.  W.  H.  Bate,  chemist,  Harrington  Road,  South  Kensington, 
London,  to  Gladys,  third  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  C. 
Rowland,  artist,  Carnarvon. 

Carter— Jeffery. — On  September  17,  at  SS.  Peter  and 
Paul  Church,  Tring,  Herts,  by  the  Rev.  S.  W.  Tidswell,  M.A., 
vicar,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  E.  W.  P.  Betts,  M  A.,  rector  of 
Drayton  Beauchamp,  Backs,  Charle3  Carter,  youngest  son  of 
Thomas  S.  Carter,  Hertford  Borough  Treasurer,  to  Catherine 
(Kate),  eldest  daughter  of  George  Jeffery,  chemist,  Tring. 

Hawthorne— Evans  — On  September  29,  at  the  Brentford 
Wesleyan  Church,  by  the  Rev.  E.  R.  Edwards,  Archibald 
Hawthorne,  chemist,  High  Street,  Brentford,  youngest  son 
of  the  late  F.  O.  Hawthorne,  of  Stafford,  to  Maud,  only 
daughter  of  Mr.  J.  Evans,  Tillington  Cottage,  Stafford. 

Williams — Howell  — On  September  17,  at  the  parish 
church  of  Grafton,  by  the  Rev.  A.  Thornhill,  J.  W.  Williams, 
only  son  of  Edward  Williams,  chemist,  Denbigh,  to  Annie, 
second  daughter  of  Mr.  G.  Howell,  West  Hillborough. 

Wyatt— Madders — On  September  24,  at  the  Church  of 
St.  Lawrence,  Coppenhall,  Staff ordshire,  by  the  Rev.  Assheton 
Weekes,  vicar,  Harold,  second  son  of  Harold  Wyatt,  chemist, 
of  Bootle,  to  Edith  Mary,  second  daughter  of  the  late  John 
Madders,  of  Coppenhall. 


Allsworth.— On  September  20,  Mr.  Norman  Allsworth, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Bromley.    Aged  40. 

Howard. — OnJSeptember  22,  Mr.  John  Howard,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Ely.    Aged  52. 

Randall. — On  September  13,  Mr.  F.  J.  Randall,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Chelsea.    Aged  43. 

Tugwell. — We  have  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  William 
Henry  Tugwell,  chemist  and  druggist,  Lewisham  Road, 
Greenwich,  aged  64  years.  Mr.  Tagwell  for  many  years 
acted  as  local  secretary  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He 
was  also  connected  with  the  South  London  Natural  History 
and  Entomological  Society,  and  filled  the  position  of  honorary 
assistant  editor  of  the  British  Naturalist. 


Fire  in  Dodge  &  Olcott's  Factory. — On  September  14 
a  fire  was  discovered  on  the  top  floor  of  Dodge  &  Olcott's 
distillery,  in  Brooklyn.  It  was  caused  by  a  defective  electric- 
light  wire,  and  the  only  merchandise  destroyed  was  a  parcel 
of  cubeb-berries.    Some  damage  was  also  caused  by  water. 


October  5,  1895 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


525 


Ipbotojgrapb.D  as  an  %xt. 

THERE  are  two  Photographic  Exhibitions  in  London  just 
now,  and  they  are  as  characteristic  as  the  Royal 
Academy  and  the  Grosvenor  Gallery.  The  one  at  the 
Gallery  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Painters  in  Wajer  Colours, 
5a  Pall  Mall,  is  the  fortieth  annual  show  promoted  by  the 
Royal  Photographic  Society.  It  contains  470  distinct 
exhibits,  apart  from  apparatus,  and  was  opened  last  Satur- 
day. Two  days  earlier,  at  the  Dudley  Gallery,  Piccadilly, 
the  third  Photographic  Salon  was  opened.  Here  there  are 
exactly  326  pictures.  There  is  much  in  common  between 
both  of  the  exhibitions  ;  but  it  is  astonishing  how  different 
the  atmosphere  of  the  Dudley  Gallery  feels  after  Pall  Mall. 
The  pictures  appeal  more  keenly  to  the  artistic  sense  than 
those  of  the  Pall  Mall  Gallery ;  they  have  that  soft,  sober, 
aesthetic  look  which  characterises  the  pictures  of  the  im- 
pressionist school  of  painters,  and  it  is  difficult  sometimes  to 
realise  that  one  is  looking  at  a  reproduction  from  a  negative. 
We  commend  both  exhibitions  to  the  notice  of  photo- 
graphers and  those  who  deal  in  photographic  materials. 

There  is  no  question  that  two  great  schools  are  in  the 
process  of  evolution  in  photography,  or,  rather,  a  Dew  school 
is  being  differentiated  from  the  old  one.  It  is  the  so-called 
artistic  school,  which  prides  itself  on  being  superior  to  all 
mechanical  contrivances — fine  lenses,  delicate  plates,  and 
what  not — and  is  convinced  that  the  photographic  art  can 
only  get  a  place  in  Art  by  the  photographer  exercising  his 
artistic  skill  upon  his  prints.  The  carbon  process  is  his 
favourite  one.  By  depth  of  tone,  variety  of  colour,  and 
rough-surface  paper  chiefly  he  succeeds  in  producing 
marvellous  pictures.  Place  one  of  these  little  things, 
4  inches  by  3  inches  maybe,  in  a  brown  frame  12  inches  by 
10  inches,  and  a  dark-green  mount,  and  you  have  something 
which  even  a  Whistler  would  dream  over.  Philistines  say  the 
Linked-Ring  School  "fake"  their  pictures,  but  what  most 
amateurs  would  like  to  know  is  how  this  faking  can 
be  done  with  success.  The  results  are  excellent. 
True,  comparatively  few  of  the  325  pictures  in  the  Dudley 
Gallery  are  entitled  to  be  called  photographs.  We  should 
say  that  200  at  least  might  be  taken  for  photogravures  of  oil 
or  water  colours.  But  this  shows  that  the  school  have 
realised  the  possibilities  of  the  print,  and  mainly  by  the  use 
of  those  chemical  methods  which  they  condemn,  have 
carried  photography  on  to  new  lines.  But  why  should  the 
school  embellish  itself  with  a  halo  of  rough  edges  and  old- 
face  type  ?  We  look  for  the  explanation  in  the  "  Forewords  " 
of  the  catalogue  : — 

"The  influence  of  the  picture  in  bringing  about  the 
change  from  the  old  photograph  to  the  new  has  been 
constant  and  steady,  and  almost  wholly  for  the  good.  .  . 
It  is  too  early  to  foresee  clearly  what  the  effect  will  be  of 
the  new  photography,  with  its  fresh  aims  and  modern 
methods.  But  with  a  craft  of  almost  unlimited  adaptability, 
and  by  those  who  have  that  particular  combination  of  taste 
and  imagination  which  we  call  artistic  feeling,  the  influence 
can  scarcely  be  Iqss,  and  will  probably  be  greater,  than  that 
of  the  older  system  which  it  now  supplants." 

Whatever  this  may  exactly  mean  we  take  it  to  be  of  proper 
Whistlerian  ambiguity.  One  effect  of  the  Salon  has  been 
that  the  Photographic  Exhibition  in  Pall  Mall  contains  a 
large  number  of  pictures  in  the  new  school  style.  There  is 
room  for  more  of  it,  but  we  trust  that  the  old  school,  no 
matter  how  mechanical  it  may  be,  will  never  quite  die  out. 
It  requires  all  the  resources  of  high- class  lenses,  cameras, 
&c,  to  produce  those  fine  cathedral  interiors  of  which  there 
is_  a  special  group  in  the  gallery,  and  we  can  scarcely  do 
without  those  instantaneous  effects,  and  Alpine  photographs 
which  will  remain  valuable  as  records.  Moreover,  the  old 
school  exhibition  is  a  good  representation  of  the  photography 
of  the  day;  picked  example?,  doubtless,  but  all  the  best 
processes  are  exhibited.  In  short,  the  show  is  a  catholic 
one,  and  will  interest  all  photographers.  Amongst  the 
pictures  of  trade  interest  is  one  of  Ben  Nevis  by  Mr.  W. 
L.  Howie.  It  is  taken  from  Cam  Mor  Dearg,  and  is  as 
clear  a  picture  of  the  summit  oE  the  Ben  as  we  have  seen. 
Messrs.  Fuerst  Brothers  exhibit  very  successful  examples  of 
a  competition  for  isochromatic  work  on  Lumiere  plates,  for 
which  they  are  agents. 


All  the  apparatus  exhibited  is  displayed  on  a  diniDg-table 
for  ten.  Messrs.  Adams  &  Co.  have  the  biggest  show,  chiefly 
cameras  ;  and  there  are  some  beautiful  examples  of  Messrs. 
M.  Watson  &  Son's  work  in  cameras.  Messrs.  Taylor,  Taylor 
&  Hobson,  of  Leicester,  get  a  medal  for  their  new  anastig- 
matic  lenses,  which  are  so  perfect  in  action  that  they  repro- 
duce photographs  of  concentric  circles  which  show  no 
blurring.  Messrs.  G.  Houghton  &  Son  exhibit  Sanderson's 
universal  swing-front  camera,  in  which  the  front  is  attached 
to  two  swing  upright  supports  at  each  side,  the  arrangement 
giving  the  lens  an  exceptional  range  of  movement.  There  is 
also  shown  a  clever  automatic  and  science  lantern  by  Messrs. 
Levi,  of  Futnival  Street.  The  peculiarity  of  it  is  that  it  is 
provided  with  a  box  to  hold  fifty  slides,  which  moves  from, 
the  front  of  the  lantern,  and  as  it  moves  back  a  simple 
mechanism  lifts  a  slide,  exposes  it,  drops  it,  lifts  another,  and 
so  on  to  the  end  of  the  series.  The  whole  fifty  slides  can  be 
exposed  in  two  minutes,  if  need  be. 

The  Exhibition  is  also  open  on  Monday,  Wednesday,  and 
Saturday  evenings,  when  there  are  displays  by  the  optical 
lantern.  It  remains  open  until  November  14.  The  Salon 
will  close  on  November  4. 


The  latest  palatinoid  brought  out  by  Me-srs.  Oppenheimerr. 
Son  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  Worship  Street,  E.C  ,  is  one  containing 
1  gr.  each  of  peptonate  of  iron  and  suiphate  of  manganese. 
These  palatinoids  are  intended  for  the  treatment  of  chlorosis 
and  arjaemia,  both  the  ingredients  being  well  spoken  of  as 
blood-tonics. 

Chemists  have  a  chance  of  doing  good  business  in 
nursery  biscuits.  A  time  comes  when  babies  most  have 
something  else  than  one  or  other  of  the  infants'  foods  which 
are  so  popular,  and  then  is  the  stage  that  Doric  a  Nursery 
Biscuits  come  in.  It  will  be  observed,  from  an  announce- 
ment in  this  issue,  that  the  makers  of  these  biscuits  offer  a 
full-sized  tin  of  the  biscuits  free  to  any  chemist  who  cares  to 
apply  for  it,  this  being  with  the  object  of  making  the  biscuits 
better  known  to  the  trade. 

The  advent  of  the  serum  treatment  of  diphtheria  has 
somewhat  overshadowed  all  other  methods  of  treatment,  a- 
circumstance  which  is  regrettable,  for  undoubtedly  if  the 
attack  of  the  disease  is  grappled  with  in  time,  care- 
fully nursed,  and  watched  by  a  practitioner  of  experience, 
certain  simple  remedies  control  it  and  prevent  complica- 
tions. Of  these,  the  sulphur  or  sulphurous-acid  treatment 
is  one  of  the  best,  and  in  the  new  form  suggested  by  Dr. 
Brownlow  Martin  is  worthy  of  being  widely  tried.  Dr. 
Martin's  suggestion  is  that  the  patient  should  be  given 
sulphite  of  magnesium,  which,  dissolving  on  the  tongue,, 
sulphurises  the  breath,  and  thus  prevents  the  growth  of 
the  fungus.  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.  have  intro- 
duced a  tabloid  which  quite  meets  the  case.  Each  one 
contains  5  gr.  of  the  sulphite,  sweetened  with  saccharin, 
apparently,  and  flavoured  with  peppermint.  The  tabloids 
are  well  compressed,  so  that  they  dissolve  slowly  :  they  taste 
nice.  The  firm  also  send  us  a  sample  of  a  new  ophthalmic 
tabloid,  each  containing  i  gr.  of  tropacocaine — the  hydro- 
chloride we  find  it  to  be.  This  alkaloid  is  benzoyl- pseudo- 
tropeine,  and  is  obtained  from  Java  coca.  It  is  a  better 
local  anresthetic  than  cocaine,  and  as  it  causes  practically 
no  irritation  or  other  undesirable  after-effects  when  applied 
to  the  eye,  it  is  comiDg  into  note  in  ophthalmology.  The 
tabloids  dissolve  in  water  quite  rapidly. 


Ehinodyne,  which  is  recommended  as  valuable  in  the 
treatment  of  hay-fever,  is  a  modified  form  of  the  fnuff  re- 
commended by  Dr.  Ferrier  as  a  remedy  for  cold  in  the  head. 
It  contains  bismuth  sutnitrate  with  a  cocaine  salt  in  place 
of  the  morphine  of  the  original  recipe.  It  also  contains  a 
little  menthol  and  nearly  40  per  cent,  of  lycopodium  powder. 
We  quote  this  from  the  British  Medical  Journals  "Reports 
and  Analyses." 
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1885- 1886- I88SU 


TRADE 
HARK. 


"  SANITAS  "    EUCALYPTUS  PREPARATIONS. 

Kingaett's  Sulphur  Candles  and  Sulphugators, 
Kingzett's  Drain  Testers, 
Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Mercuric   Bactericide,    Eucalyptus  Oils. 

t.  G.  B.  Corrosive  Sublimate  Pellets;   "Creocide"  Fluids  and  Powders; 
ORrbolio  Fluids,  Powders  and  Soaps ;  Soluble  Carbolated  Creosote ;  Weed 
Destroyer,  Sheep  Dips,  &c. 

TK8  SMITAS  CO.,  LIS,,  Betlmal  Green,  LOWS,  E. 


E  UP  TO  DATE 


Chemists  should  stock  CULLWICK'S 
SKIN  OINTMENT  and  BLOOD 
TABLETS.  The  demand  is  already 
created.  All  Patent  Medicine  Houses 
keep  stock. 


PROPRIETOR- 


RUN,  CHEMIST,  SOUTHAMPTON. 
PATENTS,  DESIGNS,  &JTRADE  MARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  of  the  Society 
free  of  charge.    Registrations  throughout  the  world.  Advice 
as  to  infringements  preliminary  to  litigation. 

APPLY— 

TRADE    MARK    PROTECTION  SOCIETY, 

 lFlTENIVAL   STREET,  E.C. 

^  Another  Success  ^ 

ForIDRIS  TABLE  WATERS. 

[DRIS  &  CO.  have  obtained  the 

ONLY  GOLD  MEDAL 

Awarded  to  Mineral  Water  Mastufacturers  of  Great 
Britain  at  the 
ANTWERP  EXHIBITION. 
FIVE  other  GOLD  MEDALS  awarded  at  recent  Exhibitions. 

AU  Chemists  should  sell  these  well-known  Waters,  which 
command  the  largest  sale. 

JDRIS& CO.,  Ld.,  PRATT  ST., CAMDEN  TOWN 

Notwithstanding  the  GREAT  RISE 
in  TART  ABIC  ACID, 


,,47 


Have  NOT  increased  the  price  of  their 

SEIDLITZ  POWDERS, 

Which  remain  as  heretofore, 
4/3    F»ER    GROSS  NET. 


MALT  EXTRACT. 

In  Bulk.        In  Bottle3. 

MALT  EXTRACT  EXTRACT  of  MALT, 

WITH  COD  LIVER  OIL.  LIQUID. 

CONCENTRATED  DRY  EXTRACT  OF  MALT 

IS  POWDER. 

These  are  made  in  vacuo  from  thoroughly  sound  malt  of  the  best  Pale 
Barley  only,  have  the  maximum  proportion  of  diastase,  and  are  suitable 
for  export  to  all  climates. 

JOHN  1VIOSS  &  CO., 

Galen  Works,  Wilson  St.,  New  Cross  Road  LondOD,  S  E. 


TRADE  MARK  REGISTRATIONS. 

(home,  foreign;  and  colon  ial.) 

M  o  d  era  t  e  In  el  u  s  ive  Fogs  . 

SEARCHES,    REPORTS,  DESIGNS. 
T.B.BROWNE,  Ld.,  163,  Queen  Victoria  St., E.C. 


TOILER'S  HYD  ROXYL  FREE  OIL 

A  New  Method  of  Manufacturing  Cod=llver  OIL 


The  Primitive  Process  dates  back  to  the  Palaeolithic  age  of  Northern 

Europe,  and  its  modus  operandi  was  to  keep  the  livers  till  they  became 
putrid  and  the  oil,  &c,  exuded  from  them. 

The  Steam  Process,  which  we  introduced  in  1853,  revolutionised  the 
manufacture,  and  its  product— the  colourless  oil — has  since  occupied  the 
place  of  the  old  brown  oils. 

The  New  Process  now  being  introduced  is  the  second  important  ad- 
vance in  the  system  of  manufacture,  and  its  product— the  hydroxyl-free 
oil — is  as  essentially  different  from  steam-prepared  oil  as  that  was  from 
the  brown  oil. 

Full  particulars,  prices,  &c,  on  application  to— 

PETER  MOLLER, 

LONDON    OFFICES—  43  SNOW    HILL,  E.C. 


ELLI 


THE 
BEST 


FOOD 


FOE.   XJSr^J^lSTTS  <3s  I  JET  V~  A.  31 1  IDS. 

"I  find  VIBRONA 
excellent,  and  deserving-  of 
all  the  praise  said  in  its 
favour."— 


THi  VE3Y   BEST    POWDER    IN   THE  MARKET. 


.M.D. 


'An  excellent  Wine."— The  Lancet. 
Sole  Proprietors  ■» 

Fletcher. Fletcher  &  G°  Hoiioway  London 


Ebttorfal  Comments. 


PASTEUR. 

One  of  the  fullest  and  most  useful  lives  of  the  century 
came  to  a  close  on  Saturday  last.  Louis  Pasteur,  the  great 
French  chemist  and  bacteriologist,  died  in  his  73rd  year,  at 
G  irches,  near  St.  Cloud,  whither  he  had  gone  for  a  vacation. 
He  suffered  from  a  stroke  of  paralysis  so  long  ago  as  in 
1868,  and  has  never  been  a  strong  man  since.    Bat  it  i3 


October  5,  1895 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


527 


since  that  period  that  some  of  his  most  arduous  labours 
ihave  been  accomplished. 

Pasteur's  father  was  a  tanner  at  Dole,  in  the  Jura,  who 
passionately  desired  that  his  son  should  figure  as  a  learned 
man.  "  If  you  could  only  one  day  become  professor  in  the 
College  of  Arbois,  I  should  be  the  happiest  man  on  earth," 
was  one  of  the  sayings  which  his  son  remembered  with  filial 
pride.  After  receiving  his  early  education  at  the  Commercial 
School  of  Arbois,  Louis  Pasteur  was  sent  to  the  College  of 
Besaccon,  and  in  his  19th  year  was  admitted  to  the  College 
Normale  at  Paris.  Here  he  worked  hard  at  chemistry  under 
Dumas  and  Balard,  and  in  1847  he  published  his  first  scientific 
memoir,  which  was  a  study  of  symmetry  and  dissymmetry 
in  molecular  construction,  in  connection  with  an  examination 
of  dextro  and  !a:vo  tartaric  acid.  Pasteur  believed  then, 
and  he  reaffirmed  his  faith  not  long  ago,  that  the  study  of 
molecular  optics  offered  a  grand  hoiizon,  and  regretted  that 
he  had  not  had  the  time  to  return  to  it.  It  was  in  that 
year,  1847,  that  Pasteur  took  his  doctor's  degree,  and  the 
next  year  he  was  appointed  Professor  of  Physics  at  Stras- 
fourg  University.  From  there  he  went  to  Lille  in  1854,  and 
three  years  later  got  back  to  Pari-,  as,  Director  of  the  Ecole 
Normale,  and  in  1867  was  appointed  Professor  of  Chemistry 
at  the  Sorbonne. 

Pasteur's  work  on  the  tartaric  acids  led  to  the  labours 
and  tiiumphs  which  made  his  name  famous.  A  German 
chemical-manufacturer  had  observed  that  the  impure  tar- 
trate of  lime  if  contaminated  with  organic  matter  and 
permitted  to  remain  under  water  in  summer  will  ferment 
and  yield  various  products.  Pasteur  undertook  the  investi- 
gation of  this  phenomenon,  and  it  brought  him  to  the 
consideration  of  the  great  subject  of  ferments.  He  found 
the  turbidity  was  due  to  multiplication  of  a  microscopic 
organism,  which  found  in  the  liquid  its  proper  aliment.  He 
recognised  in  this  organism  a  living  ferment.  He  found  it 
had  the  power  of  selecting  its  food.  He  found  that  it 
would  take  the  right-handed  tartrate  from  the  solution  and 
avoid  the  other;  and,  as  Tjndall  says,  he  "closed  with  the 
conception  that  ferments  are  in  all  cases  living  things,  and 
that  the  substances  formerly  regarded  as  ferments  are,  in 
reality,  the  food  of  the  ferments,"  His  theory  was  pro- 
pounded ;  he  devoted  some  years  to  its  establishment,  before 
which  he  had  to  overthrow  the  almost  overpowering  in- 
fluence of  Liebig,  who  treated  the  notion  of  "  animalculse  " 
as  producers  of  fermentation  with  contempt. 

Once  having  gained  a  clear  conception  of  the  process  of 
fermentation,  Pasteur  was  not  long  in  turning  his  knowledge 
to  account  for  the  benefit  of  his  country,  for  he  presented 
the  result  of  all  his  work  freely  to  the  world.  The  pro- 
duction of  vihegar  from  wine  was  his  first  study,  and  he 
showed,  in  direct  opposition  to  Liebig's  authority,  that  the 
agent  of  conversion  was  the  "flower  of  vinegar,"  or  Mijco- 
derma,  aceti  ;  that  this  abstracted  oxygen  from  the  air,  fixed 
it  on  the  alcohol  of  the  wine,  and  thus  converted  it  into 
acetic  acid.  By  sowing  the  Mycoderma  aceti  in  the  vats  he 
reduced  the  time  occupied  in  the  conversion  of  wine  into 
vinegar  from  four  or  five  months  to  eight  or  nine  days.  He 
next  did  a  great  service  to  the  wine-producers  by  investigating 
a  fungoid  disease  which  affected  the  bobtled  wines.  This 
he  proved  could  be  prevented  by  heating  the  wines  after 
they  had  been  bottled  for  one  minute  to  140°  F.  There  was 
at  first  a  prejudice  against  this  heating  of  the  wine,  but 
Pasteur  satisfied  the  experts  that  no  injury  whatever  was 
caused  to  the  flavour  or  quality  of  the  wine3  so  treated.  It 
was  during  his  residence  at  Lille  that  he  studied  the  subject 
cl  beer- making  and  the  action  of  yeast.  These  investiga- 
tions  were  of  immense  value  to  beer-producers  in  all  parts 


of  the  world,  and  placed  the  beer-industry  on  a  scientific 
basis. 

In  1865  a  silkworm  epidemic  had  become  a  national 
calamity  in  the  South  of  France.  A  Commission  was  ap- 
pointed, with  Dumas  at  its  head ;  but,  at  the  earnest 
request  of  that  chemist,  Pasteur  accepted  a  position  on  the 
Commission,  and  became  the  sole  worker.  His  long  and 
patient  labour  on  this  work  was  one  of  the  most  distinctive 
proofs  of  his  genius.  He  and  his  wife  resided  in  the 
district,  reared  silkworms,  and  watched  them  hourly.  He 
discovered  that  the  disease  in  the  blood  of  the  moth  was  a 
fermentive  one  ;  he  learned  how  to  distinguish  the  infected 
from  the  healthy  egg,  and  how  to  separate  the  one  from  the 
other  ;  and  his  ultimate  triumph  was  complete,  and  of  the 
utmost  value.  In  recognition  of  his  services  over  this  lorjg 
investigation,  Napoleon  III.  made  Louis  Pasteur  a  senator  of 
the  Empire ;  but  we  believe  he  never  took  his  seat. 

Oat  of  his  silkworm  investigation  grew  his  studies  of 
anthrax,  and,  in  a  definite  shape,  the  germ-theory  of  disease, 
and  subsequently  the  method  of  inoculation,  which  has,  per- 
haps, been  carried  since  to  extravagant  lengths.  The  story 
of  the  dramatic  episode  at  Melun  in  1881  has  been  recorded 
in  all  the  papers  within  the  past  few  days.  A  flock  of  fifty 
sheep  had  been  taken,  and  twenty-five  of  these  had  been 
inoculated  with  the  anthrax  germ,  and  twenty-five  left  un- 
inocu'ated.  All  had  been  fed  on  infected  herbage,  and  on  a 
certain  day — four  days  after  the  vaccination — a  large 
scientific  company  was  invited  to  Melun  to  see  the  result. 
Twenty- one  of  the  ucinoculated  sheep  were  already  dead 
when  the  company  arrived,  and  the  other  four  died  a  little 
later.  Twenty-four  of  the  inoculated  sheep  were  perfectly 
healthy,  and  one  which  had  had  an  extra  dose  of  the  virus 
was  a  little  ailing,  but  soon  recovered.  A  similar  experiment 
was  made  on  a  dozen  cows  with  exactly  similar  results. 

Such  a  record  of  great  services  is  almost  unprecedented, 
and  the  French  Republic  cannot  pay  too  high  honour  to  this 
great  but  modest,  simple-minded  man.  To  many  people  the 
crowning  woik  of  his  life  will  appear  to  have  been  his  com- 
bat with  hydrophobia.  The  Pasteur  Institute  and  the  work 
done  there  have  attracted  more  of  the  world's  attention, 
perhaps,  than  any  of  the  famous  chemist's  previous  labours, 
but  it  cannot  be  said  by  any  impartial  inquirer  that 
conclusive  results  have  been  attained.  The  theory  of 
the  inoculations  after  the  introduction  of  tiis  hydrophobic 
poison  has  never  been  clear  to  the  scientific  mind,  and  it 
would  never  have  received  a  moment's  serious  attention  if  it 
had  come  from  a  source  of  lower  eminence.  There  is  no 
profession  of  rendering  a  body  immune  to  the  poison  by 
previous  inoculation.  The  scheme  is  to  set  an  attenuated  to 
counteract  a  strong  virus,  days  and  perhaps  weeks  after  the 
latter  has  been  absorbed.  Glowing  statistics  have  been 
published,  it  is  true,  which  seem  to  prove  a  great  savicg  of 
life,  but  unless  all  the  previous  mortality  records  are  erro 
neous,  the  actual  number  of  deaths  from  hydrophobia  is 
much  the  same  as  it  was  for  years  before  the  Pasteur  Insti- 
tute had  been  established.  Pasteur's  fame  rests  on  more 
enduring  foundations  than  the  Institute  to  which  his  name 
was  attached,  and  both  in  the  science  of  chemistry  and  the 
art  of  medicine,  his  discoveries  will  for  ever  mark  an  epoch. 


PROFESSOR    ROBERTS  ON 
PHARMACEUTICAL  EDUCATION. 

Professor  Frederick  Eoberts,  who  opened  the  new 
session  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  on  Wednesday,  is  a  well- 
known  authority  on  materia  medica  and  therapeutics,  and 
the  professor  of  these  subjects  at  University  Hospital.  As 
such,  he  may  be  regarded  as  a  connecting  link  between 
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medicine  and  pharmacy,  as  well  as  an  expert  on  pharma- 
ceutical education.  It  would  be  ungracious  not  to  recognise 
and  acknowledge  the  very  friendly  tone  of  Dr.  Roberts's  ex- 
pressions in  regard  to  pharmacists.  Like  his  Welsh 
countrymen,  we  have  been  for  generations  the  down-trodden 
and  oppressed  branch  of  the  medical  profession,  so  that 
words  of  sympathy,  which  seem  to  have  a  genuine  ring 
about  them,  from  a  member  of  the  upper  class  are  appre- 
ciated. 

But  the  professor's  sympathy — genuine  though  we  fully 
believe  it  to  be — is  limited  to  words  when  he  comes 
to  deal  with  the  actual  living  part  of  our  business. 
He  finds  almost  endless  vistas  of  beauty  in  the  con- 
stitution, the  history,  and  the  Executive  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  from  the  "  pleasant,  attractive,  and 
winning  manner,"  of  the  President  down  to  the  charmingly 
perfect  examinations  which  he  seems  sure  the  students  he 
addresses  must  admire  as  much  as  he  does.  He  encourages 
them  to  hope  that  through  these  portals  they  may  get  out  of 
the  drug- business  and,  even  become  professors  or  teachers 
or  prepare  themselves  for  some  other  "  allied  scientific  and 
professional  pursuits."  But  Dr.  Roberts  remembers  that  this 
is  not  likely  to  be  the  luck  of  all ;  and  it  may  perhaps  have 
occurred  to  him  that  most  of  those  young  men  who  study 
pharmacy  and  submit  themselves  to  the  pharmaceutical  ex- 
aminations do  so  with  the  most  explicit  intention  of  becoming 
pharmacists.  It  is  a  fact  that  there  are  many  other  men 
besides  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  who 
were  never  ashamed  of  their  business  or  thought  it  deroga- 
tory to  stand  behind  a  counter  dealing  with  people  in  an 
honourable  and  upright  manner.  Professor  Roberts  quotes 
that  proud  apologia,  it  appears,  from  one  of  Mr.  Carteighe's 
speeches,  and  seems  to  regard  it  as  a  very  heroic  declaration. 
But  if  it  is,  what  heroes  those  of  us  must  be  who  have  stood 
behind  a  counter  all  our  lives  and  never  dreamed  that  we 
were  doing  anything  worthy  of  boasting  about !  Many  of 
us  would  be  only  too  happy  if  we  had  a  counter  to  stand 
behind. 

In  criticising  one  or  two  sections  of  Professor  Roberts's 
address,  we  by  no  means  depreciate  it  as  a  whole.  On  the 
contrary,  it  seems  to  us,  as  an  address  to  students  mainly, 
an  exceptionally  wise  and  good  one.  The  course  of  "  stewed 
calendar  "  is,  we  presume,  inevitable  in  such  an  address,  and 
the  advice,  if  sound,  must  needs  have  been  offered  before. 
But  the  calendar  part  is  not  indigestible,  and  the  advice  is 
couched  in  kind,  earnest,  and  pleasant  words,  and  is  spiced 
with  pretty  turns  of  expression  which  will  make  it  remem- 
bered. But  when  Dr.  Roberts  comes  to  lecture  us  on  our 
relations  towards  the  medical  profession,  he  rather  excitss 
our  combativeness.  Not  that  there  is  any  tone  of  aggres- 
siveness or  even  of  patronage  in  his  lecture.  Far  from  it. 
But  the  doctor  evidently  holds  strong  opinions,  which  we 
do  not  think  would  bear  a  strict  cross-examination  if 
one  might  administer  it.  He  objects,  for  instance,  to 
what  he  calls  "  irresponsible  pharmacy."  So  do  we.  But 
he  apparently  means  by  this  phrase  the  sale  of  drugs  to  the 
public  for  them  to  use  at  their  discretion.  He  is  indefinite, 
and  would  probably  say  his  strictures  only  apply  to  strong 
drugs,  to  new  drugs,  and  to  drugs  which  (as  he  thinks) 
should  only  be  administered  under  medical  supervision.  We 
should  all  agree  with  this  up  to  a  point ;  but  to  be  of  any 
use  the  line  of  demarcation  should  be  very  distinctly  drawn 
when  such  comments  are  made.  How  Dr.  Roberts  would 
schedule  the  drugs  which  should  only  be  administered  under 
medical  supervision  may  be  gathered  from  his  sweeping 
denunciation  of  the  prescribing  chemist.  For  him,  he  says, 
"  I  must  unhesitatingly  and  emphathically  declare  there  is 
no  excuse  whatever."    "  He  is  certain  to  do  infinite  harm  in 


a  variety  of  ways."  "  I  earnestly  exhort  you  from  the  very 
outset  steadfastly  to  resist  every  temptation  to  resort  to  such 
a  practice,  and  not  to  be  led,  under  any  circumstances,  into 
what  is  an  unfair  and  illegal  competition  with  the  medical 
profession."  "  To  treat  patients  merely  on  their  own  state- 
ment that  they  are  suffering  from  indigestion,  neuralgia, 
cough,  palpitation,  or  what  not,  for  which  they  re- 
quire a  remedy,  is  absolutely  wrong  in  principle  and 
disastrous  in  its  consequences."  "  You  can  only  be  working 
in  the  dark,  for  you  know  no  thing  about  the  actual  nature 
of  the  case,  and  are  utterly  incompetent  to  investigate  it> 
even  if  you  tried."  With  all  respect  to  the  eminent  author 
of  these  assertions,  we  do  not  see  how  they  can  be  charac- 
terised by  any  other  English  word  than  that  of  nonsense.  A 
person  has  a  cough,  a  headache,  a  stomach-ache,  or  some 
other  uncomfortable  symptom  which  has  been  experienced 
by  his  fellow-creatures  of  the  human  race  fifty  thousand 
million  times  before.  But  he  is  not  to  apply  the  well-known 
remedy  himself,  even  though  he  has  bought  a  medical  book 
to  teach  him  what  it  is ;  and  the  chemist  and  druggist  is 
not  to  help  him  because  that  would  be  "  an  unfair  and  illegal 
competition  with  the  medical  profession."  Nor  must  he,  as 
it  appears  afterwards,  go  to  a  qualified  medical  man,  who 
would  charge  him  a  figure  which  would  make  you  blush  if 
mentioned.  This  sort  of  talk  would  have  more  basis  to  it 
if  doctors  were,  as  a  rule,  more  uniformly  successful  in  the 
treatment  of  disease  than  they  are.  Let  them  make  them- 
selves independent  of  the  competition  they  complain  of  by 
convincing  the  intelligent  public  that  their  guinea  article  is 
so  much  superior  to  the  sixpennyworth  or  shillings  worth 
supplied  by  the  chemist. 


LEPROSY   IN  ENGLAND. 

A  few  months  ago  we  reported  the  death  of  the  sole  remain- 
ing leper  in  the  British  Islands.  He  lived  and  died  at  Lisburn, 
in  Ireland.  During  the  Middle  Ages  225  leper-hospitals  were 
established  in  the  British  Islands— 22  of  them  in  Ireland,  19 
in  Scotland,  and  the  rest  in  England  and  Wales.  Follow- 
ing the  custom  which  was  in  existence  at  the  dawn  of 
history,  our  forefathers,  in  the  establishment  of  these  lazar- 
houses,  are  supposed  to  have  adopted  the  principle  of 
isolation,  and  it  is  natural  for  the  modern  mind  to  suppose 
that  through  isolation  the  horrid  disease  was  stamped  out. 
Dr.  George  Newman  has  written  an  essay,  which  received  the 
first  prize  from  the  National  Leprosy  Fund,  to  prove  the 
contrary,  and  it  is  difficult  to  gainsay  his  arguments,  albeit 
they  are  based  upon  Mr.  Jonathan  Hutchinson's  well-known 
fish-theory.  The  historical  facts  are  worth  looking  into. 
Leprosy  is  supposed  to  have  existed  in  Egypt  as  early  as 
3500  b  c,  but  it  was  not  until  60  b  c.  that  the  disease 
appeared  in  England,  and  we  have  few  records  about  it  for 
500  years  thereafter,  when  lazar-houses  began  to  be  esta- 
blished throughout  England,  Wales,  Ireland,  and  Scotland, 
followed  by  organisations  to  stop  the  scourge ;  and  right 
up  to  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century  there  were  in  our 
country  special  arrangements  for  the  isolation  and  main- 
tenance of  lepers.  Until  Henry  VIII.  brought  the  hand  of 
reform  upon  these  institutions  (reform  with  him  being  an- 
other way  of  confiscating  the  endowments),  most  of  them 
were  supported  and  ruled  by  the  Church.  In  principle  they 
aimed  at  complete  isolation,  the  hope  being  that  this  would 
result  in  stamping  out  the  disease.  Both  national  law  and 
local  regulations  controlled  the  actions  of  lepers.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  example  of  the  regulations  which  were  in  force  in 
hospitals: —  „ 

That  those  who  were  infected  were  to  humble  themselves  below  all  other 
men. 

That  they  should  wear  a  habit  suitable  to  their  infirmities— viz.,  a  tunio 
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and  upper  tunic  of  russet  cloth,  a  hood  and  black  cloak,  stockings  and  flat 
shoes,  with  upper  leathers  about  their  ankles. 

That  those  admitted  be  single  persons,  or,  if  married,  to  part  by  consent 
and  vow  chastity,  and  if  afterwards  found  incontinent  to  be  expelled. 

To  go  to  church  regularly,  and  continue  in  brotherly  love. 

None  to  go  beyond  the  bounds  prescribed. 

None  to  go  into  the  bakehouse  or  brewhouse. 

None  to  touch  anything,  because  persons  under  such  a  distemper  are 
not  to  handle  what  is  for  the  common  use  of  men. 

English  law  compelled  a  man  to  give  up  everything  before 
this  isolation,  and,  if  married,  his  wife  was  entitled  to 
divorce.  Apparently,  nothing  could  be  so  perfect  in  theory 
as  the  means  taken  in  those  far-off  days  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  leprosy ;  bat  Dr.  Newman's  researches  show  that 
in  practice  law  and  regulations  broke  down  utterly.  Lepers 
were  to  be  seen  at  fair  and  market,  many  succeeded  in 
escaping  the  lazar-houses  and  remaining  in  their  own  homes, 
and,  as  medical  knowledge  was  deficient,  there  were  often 
more  cases  of  non-leprous  skin-disease  in  the  lazar-houses 
than  of  true  leprosy.  Still  leprosy  existed,  and  from  the 
beginning  of  the  eleventh  to  the  end  of  the  fourteenth 
century  it  was  at  its  zenith  in  England.  Gradually  cases 
became  fewer  and  fewer,  and  when  Henry  VIII.  introduced 
his  reform  lazar-houses  were  used  pretty  much  as  general 
hospitals.  There  is  no  clear  evidence  that  the  isolation 
system  had  any  effect  upon  the  decline  of  the  scourge,  but 
there  is  ample  support  to  the  suggestion  that  improved 
sanitation,  better  food,  and  general  improvement  in  the 
social  conditions  of  the  people  were  synchronous  with  the 
decline  of  leprosy.  In  the  worst  days  of  the  scourge  houses 
were  perfect  hovels,  salted  fish  and  pork  were  the  staple 
nitrogenous  food  of  everybody,  the  bread  was  bad,  vege- 
tables were  almost  unprocurable,  potatoes  unknown,  and 
much  of  the  food  used  was  rich  in  ptomaines.  The  begin- 
ning of  the  sixteenth  century  witnessed  a  marked  improve- 
ment throughout  England,  and  it  is  curious  that  with  the 
introduction  of  more  liberal  dietary,  better  clothing,  wider 
streets,  and  better  houses  there  was  a  quick  decline  in  the 
number  of  lepers,  so  that  by  the  end  of  that  century  the 
disease  had  ceased  to  be  endemic  in  England.  It  lingered 
for  a  time  in  Wales  and  Ireland,  but  it  was  nearly 
two  centuries  later  before  leprosy  was  stamped  out  in 
Scotland,  and  almost  within  the  memory  of  living  man 
there  were  lepers  in  Shetland  —  the  last  relic  of  the 
strain  carried  down  from  the  Middle  Ages.  At  the  present 
day  lepers  are  to  be  counted  by  the  thousands  in  Iceland  and 
Norway,  where  the  sanitary  and  social  conditions  of  the 
people  are  akin  to  those  obtaining  in  England  during  the 
Middle  Ages,  while  the  food  is  practically  identical — a  fish 
diet,  with  little  carbohydrates,  and  vegetables  rarely.  We 
need  not  follow  the  scourge  further,  for  the  lesson  is  in  what 
has  been  told.  It  is  that  isolation  is  not  itself  sufficient  to 
stamp  out  a  disease :  there  must  be  alteration  of  the  con- 
ditions which  induce  it.  This  has  been  shown  as  much  by 
the  diminution  of  smallpox  as  by  the  extinction  of  leprosy. 


PHARMACY  v.  COMPANIES. 
We  note  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  have  resolved  to  take  steps  to  press  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  company  laws  on  the  lines  laid  down  in  the 
report  of  the  Board  of  Trade's  Committee,  on  which  we  com- 
mented on  August  10,  1895.  It  may  be  remembered  that  that 
Committee  recommended,  inter  alia,  that  the  Courts  should 
have  power  to  wind  up  any  company  which  was  formed  or 
had  been  carried  on  for  any  fraudulent  or  illegal  purpose 
We  pointed  out  that  it  only  needs  to  alter  those  words  so  as 
to  indicate  that  a  company  might  be  wound  up  if  formed 
for  any  purpose  which  it  would  be  illegal  for  an  individual 
to  compass — and  this  is  well  within  the  spirit  of  the  Com- 


mittee's recommendation — and  then  pharmacists  would  have 
obtained  all  the  redress  they  can  reasonably  ask.  If  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  will  make  thi3  the  special  aim  of 
their  energies,  setting  aside  for  it  for  the  present  their  other 
pharmacy  Bill,  they  may  be  sure  of  the  united  and  hearty 
support  of  the  trade,  and  of  a  widespread  sympathy  from 
influential  people  outside.  We  urge  them  to  proceed  not  only 
with  vigour,  but  openly.  There  need  be  nothing  to  conceal 
in  their  action  and  aims.  There  will  be  of  course  a  severe 
opposition  from  persons  interested,  but  this  must  be  expected, 
however  secretly  the  crusade  is  carried  on.  Let  us  have  a 
fair  stand-up  fight  between  the  supporters  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  advocates  of  company  phar- 
macy on  the  other. 

THE  EDINBURGH   PRESS   ON  THE   PHARMACY  ACT 

PROSECUTIONS. 
The  Edinburgh  papers  which  have  commented  on  the  recent 
actions  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  are  very  much  shocked 
at  the  trade-unionism  displayed  by  the  Society.  The  Even  ing 
Dispatch  assumes  a  philosophical  tone,  and  substitutes  this 
for  accurate  acquaintance  with  the  Pharmacy  Act.  "  It  is 
the  inherent  vice  of  all  legalised  monopolies,"  says  the 
writer,  "  to  endeavour  illegally  to  extend  the  boundaries  of 
their  territory  and  control.  They  are  perpetually  forgetting 
that  the  legal  limit  is  meant  to  be  a  limit  from  within  as 
well  as  from  without ;  and  that,  indeed,  it  is  a  more  serious 
and  heinous  offence  for  a  privileged  corporation  to  invade 
the  common  liberties  of  the  citizens  than  for  any  individual 
citizen  to  encroach  on  the  privileges  of  the  corporation." 
We  do  not  quite  understand  this  argument.  If  the  legalised 
monopoly  endeavours  to  extend  itself  illegally,  we  presume 
the  legal  authorities  will  stop  it.  Bat  this  is  what  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  has  done,  it  appears.  "  By  the 
Pharmacy  Act  the  pharmaceutical  chemist  has  a  monopoly 
of  a  very  lucrative  branch  of  trade.  The  basis  of  his 
monopoly  does  not  lie  in  the  materials  with  which  he  deals, 
but  in  the  fact  that,  in  virtue  of  special  knowedge,  he  is 
capable  of  turning  them  to  special  account  in  the  service  of 
the  public.  He  alone  has  the  right  to  keep  open  shop  for 
employing  the  methods  by  which  drugs  are  prepared  and 
combined  for  administration  (to  use  Dr.  Lauder  Brunton's 
definition  of  pharmacy)."  He  has  no  such  right.  Then 
this  scribe  loses  himself  altogether.  The  pharmacist,  he 
says,  "uses  iron  for  the  preparation,  say,  of  Bland's  pills; 
but  that  does  not  give  him  a  right  to  interfere  with  the  iron- 
monger or  the  ink-manufacturer."  As  it  is  not  our  business 
to  teach  the  Dispatch  man  the  Pharmacy  Act  or  logic,  we 
will  not  waste  space  by  further  quotation  of  his  comments. 
The  Evening  News  opines  that  "  with  the  prosecutions  by 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  chemical-dealers  for  selling 
poisons  scheduled  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  the  general 
public  will  have  little  sympathy.  The  action  is  that  of  a 
large  medical  trade-union  desirous  not  so  much  of  pro- 
tecting the  general  public  as  of  protecting  trade  interests, 
which  in  this  case  coincides  with  rjublic  convenience."  The 
youth  who  writes  this  was  probably  an  infant  in  1863,  but 
he  knows  all  about  the  Legislature's  intentions  at  that  time. 
"  Tbe  Legislature  never  intended  to  confine  the  sale  of 
poisonous  chemicals  to  a  trade-union,  but  only  to  prohibit 
the  indiscriminate  sale  of  poisons  to  the  general  public." 
He  is  right  there ;  but,  if  so,  his  conclusion  is  absurd. 
"  Consequently,"  he  says,  "  it  is  absurd  that  restrictions  such 
as  those  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  seeks  to  impose  should 
be  enforced."  Edinburgh  was  once  regarded  as  the  home 
of  logic.  But  its  evening  papers  will  hardly  help  its 
reputation. 


A  Good  Liquid  Glue  may,  according  to  the  Pliarm. 
Cent.,  be  made  by  dissolving  gelatin  in  an  aqueous  solution 
of  chloral  hydrate. 
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PHARMACY  ACr  PROSECUTIONS  IN  EDINBURGH. 

The  following  were  the  judgments  of  Sheriff- Substitute 
Sym,  delivered  on  September  26  in  the  Edinburgh  Sheriff 
Court,  in  the  cases  taken  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts  against 
Messrs.  Turnbull  and  Hume.  We  gave  a  brief  summary  of 
these  judgments  last  week. 

Turnbull'3  Case. 

John  M.  Turnbull,  designating  himself  as  a  photographic 
chemist,  6  Rose  Street,  Edinburgh,  was  charged  with  keeping 
open  shop  for  retailing,  compounding,  and  dispensing 
poisons,  he  not  being  a  registered  chemist,  with  selling  1  oz. 
of  bichloride  of  mercury,  and  with  exhibiting  the  title  of 
chemist  over  his  door  against  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 
His  Lordship's  judgment  in  that  case  was  as  follows  : — ■ 

The  respondent  is  a  dealer  in  articles  of  all  descriptions 
which  are  used  in  photography,  and  keeps  a  shop  for  that 
purpose  at  6  Rose  Street,  Edinburgh.  Some  of  these  articles 
are  chemical  substances,  and  of  these  some  are  poisons.  In 
a  circular  which  he  issues  he  intimates  that  he  does  not  sell 
poisons  enumerated  in  the  Pharmacy  Act,  except  in  whole- 
sale quantities.  His  instructions  to  his  assistants  were  not 
to  sell  such  poisons  by  retail,  but  only  to  sell  them  to 
persons  engaged  in  photography  and  to  chemists,  and  on 
some  occasions  it  appears  that  he  and  his  assistants  have 
refused  to  sell  such  poisons.  On  the  day  libelled,  a  man 
named  Spence,  who  happens  to  be  a  chemist,  but  was  un- 
known to  the  respondent  and  his  assistants,  went  to  the 
respondent's  shop  on  the  instructions  of  the  local  secretary 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Socie'y.  The  respondent  was  out. 
Spence  asked  an  assistant  for  certain  photographic  plates, 
and  also  asked  how  corrosive  sublimate  was  sold.  He  was 
told  that  it  was  sold  at  3d.  per  cz.  He  said  he  would  buy 
1  oz.  He  was  asked  no  further  question,  and  paid  for  his 
purchases,  including  3d.  for  the  corrosive  sublimate.  It  was 
wrapped  in  a  piece  of  paper,  and  he  carried  it  to  his  em- 
ployer, who  analysed  a  small  part  of  it.  No  quantitative 
analysis  was  made,  but  it  was  proved  that  thi3  was 
a  very  dangerous  poison  even  in  very  small  quantities.  The 
defence  maintained  to  me  was  that  this  was  a  wholesale 
transaction,  and  therefore  did  not  fall  within  the  prohibition 
contained  in  the  statutory  provision  libelled.  I  was  of 
opinion  that  it  was  not,  but  was  a  retail  salo.  But  I  was  of 
opinion  that  these  facts,  while  they  might  have  justified  a 
prosecution  of  the  assistant,  or  possibly  of  the  respondent, 
for  the  offence  of  selling  poison  without  legal  qualification, 
did  not,  havirg  regard  to  the  other  facts  of  the  case  as  I 
have  stated  them,  constitute  what  has  been  held  to  be  the 
different  and  independent  offence  of  keeping  an  open  shop 
for  retailing,  dispensing,  or  compounding  of  poisons.  I 
therefore  hold  the  first  charge  not  proved.  The  second 
charge  is  that  the  respondent  styles  himself  a  chemist, 
contrary  to  sections  1  and  15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  It  was 
proved  that  he  has  a  sign  describing  him  as  a  "  photo- 
graphic chemist."  The  latter  word  is  over  the  front  of  the 
shop ;  the  former  is  at  the  corner  looking  into  another  street. 
But  the  word  "photographic"  is  intended  to  qualify  the  word 
"chemist,"  and  though  the  latter  word  can  be  seen  from 
some  points  from  which  the  former  is  invisible,  the  respon- 
dent did  not  intend  to  represent  himself  as  a  "  chemist."  The 
respondent  also  styles  himself  a  "photographic  chemist"  in 
the  circular  to  which  I  made  reference  under  the  first  charge. 
It  was  maintained  to  me  by  my  friend,  Mr.  Morison,  that 
use  of  the  word  "  chemist,"  whether  alone  or  qualified  by 
any  other  word,  was  sufficient  to  constitute  the  offence 
charged.  From  the  use  of  the  word  "  chemist  "  in  ordinary 
speech,  I  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  word  of  which  the 
signification  is  capable  of  being  limited  by  the  context  in 
which  it  is  used,  and  that,  in  considering  whether  the 
offence  charged  had  been  committed,  it  was  necessary  to 
construe  it  by  reference  to  the  mischief  aimed  at  by  the  Act 
— the  retailing,  compounding,  and  dispensing  of  drugs 
without  legal  qualification.  The  cases  in  the  English  county 
court  to  which  I  was  referred  were  cases  in  which  the 
Judge  decided  that  the  accused  person  was  conducting 
such  a  business,  and  was  endeavouring  to  evade  the  statute 
by  prefixing  such  an  adjective  as  "  analytical "  to  his  desig- 


nation as  "  chemist."  If  that  be  all  which  these  cases 
decided,  I  agree  with  them.  But  I  think  that  that  is  not 
the  case  of  the  respondent,  and,  therefore,  that  the  second 
charge  is  not  proved. 


Hume's  Case. 

William  Hume,  designated  as  a  scientific-instrument  maker,. 
1  Lothian  Street  and  West  College  Street,  Edinburgh,  was 
charged  with  the  same  offences,  the  poison  sold  being  4  oz. 
cyanide  of  potassium.  His  Lordship  said,  in  reference  to  this 
case  : — The  respondent  is  a  maker  of  scientific  instruments, 
and  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  chemistry.  He  does  not 
dispute  that  in  the  course  of  his  business  he  sells,  and  has 
sold  for  many  years,  chemical  substances,  including  poisons 
included  in  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  he  maintained  that  it 
was  legitimate  to  do  so,  and  I  understood  from  him  that  a 
correspondence  had  passed  between  him  and  the  Society 
several  years  ago  upon  the  subject.  On  the  day  libelled 
Thomas  Allan,  a  person  employed  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  went  to  the  respondent's 
shop  at  1  Lothian  Street,  Edinburgh,  and  asked  for  cyanide? 
of  potassium,  which  is  one  of  the  poison?  scheduled  in  the 
Pharmacy  Act.  An  assistant  named  Smith,  who  has  a  know- 
ledge of  chemistry,  but  who  is  not  a  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
supplied  him  with  2  oz.  thereof.  The  transaction  was 
recorded  in  a  memorandum-book  kept  in  the  shop.  In  that 
book  the  purpose  of  the  purchase  is  stated  to  be  that  of 
"cleaning  plate,"  upon  Allan's  information.  This  was  a 
retail  transaction,  and  appeared  to  be  done  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  business.  I  think  there  is  suffisient  evidence  that 
he  kept  open  shop  for  retailing  poisons,  and  that  the- 
Act  debars  him  from  so  doing.  I  therefore  find 
the  first  charge  proved ;  but,  as  the  respondent 
seemed  to  be  acting  bond  fide,  and  the  prosecution 
appeared  to  ba  only  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  question 
of  his  right  to  sell  poison,  I  fine  him  in  the  nominal 
penalty  of  Is  ,  but  order  him  to  pay  the  costs,  which  I 
modify  at  21.  2s.  The  second  charge  is  wholly  founded  upon 
the  !use  of  the  words  "technical  chemist,"  in  a  trade 
circular  issued  by  the  respondent.  I  do  not  think  the 
offence  constituted  thereby  for  the  reasons  stated  in 
Turnbull's  case. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Motison,  for  the  complainer,  asked  the  Sheriff 
to  state  a  case  for  the  High  Court,  which  his  Lordship  said 
he  would  do. 

Mr.  Trotter,  for  the  respondent  Turnbull,  asked  expenses 
in  his  case. 

The  Sheriff  said  he  did  not  think  it  was  a  case  for 
expenses. 

PHARMACY  ACT  CASE  IN  LIVERPOOL. 
At  the  Liverpool  County  Court,  on  Monday,  before  his- 
Honour  Judge  Collier,  Owen  Thomas  Jones,  of  89  Marsh 
Lane,  Bootle,  near  Liverpool,  was  sued  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  to  recover  penalties  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  of 
1868.  Mr.  T.  R.  Grey,  barrister,  appeared  for  the  plaintiffs  ; 
and  Mr.  E.  Bardsley,  solicitor,  appeared  for  the  defendant. 

Mr.  Grey  stated  that  the  plaintiffs  sought  to  recover 
penalties  of  51.  each,  one  in  respect  of  the  defendant  having 
wrongfully  used  the  title  of  chemist,  and  the  other  for 
keeping  open  a  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons,  not  being 
a  registered  chemist.  Section  13  of  the  Act  provided  that 
the  register,  which  was  produced  in  court,  should  be  con- 
sidered as  evidence,  and  if  the  name  of  the  person  who  was 
a  defendant  did  not  appear  in  it,  that  fact  was  evidence  that 
he  was  not  a  chemist  and  druggist  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Act.  In  regard  to  the  other  information,  it  was  alleged 
that  the  defendant  had  sold  Towle's  chlorodyne,  which  con- 
tained morphine,  the  latter  being  one  of  the  poisons  referred 
to  in  the  schedule. 

The  Judge  asked  if  there  was  any  defence. 

Mr.  Bardsley  replied  that  the  defendant  denied  that  the 
poison  was  sold  in  his  shop. 

Evidence  was  then  called. 

Arthur  Foulds,  an  inquiry  agent,  said  that  in  July  last  he 
was  instructed  to  make  certain  purchases.  On  the  6th  of 
that  month  he-went  to  the  shop  at  89  Marsh  Lane,  Bootle,, 
occupied  by  the  defendant,  and  asked  for  a  small  bottle  of 
glycerine.    This  he  was  supplied  with,  and  he  afterwards^ 
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asked  for,  and  obtained,  a  small  bottle  of  Towle's  chlorodyne. 
He  handed  the  purchases  to  Mr.  Moon  a3  representing  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society. 

In  cross-examination,  witness  stated  that  he  went  to  the 
shop  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  poison,  bat  he  asked 
for  a  bottle  of  glycerine  The  bottles  of  Towle's  chlorodyne 
were  in  a  case  in  the  shop,  and  he  should  say  there  were 
about  twenty  of  them. 

Mr.  Grey  stated  that  chlorodyne  contained  about  2  grains 
of  morphine  to  the  fluid  ounce. 

Owen  Thomas  Jones,  who  said  he  kept  a  drug  and  tea 
store  in  Marsh  Lane,  denied  that  he  ever  sold  a  bottle  of 
Towle's  chlorodyne,  or  described  himself  as  a  chemist  and 
druggist.  He  never  had  any  bottles  of  Towle's  chlorodyne 
in  his  shop,  and  he  never  saw  the  witness  Foulds  in  his  life. 
His  wife,  however,  was  in  the  shop  on  July  6. 

Arthur  Foulds  (recalled)  said  it  was  the  defendant's  wife 
who  served  him.  She  took  the  bottle  of  chlorodyne  pro- 
duced out  of  a  case. 

The  defendant  was  shown  the  small  bottle  of  glycerine, 
and  admitted  that  it  had  come  out  of  his  shop.  Notwith- 
standing the  evidence  of  Foulds  he  declared  that  he  had 
never  had  chlorodyne  in  his  shop.  He  had  never  been  asked 
for  it. 

Mrs.  Jones,  the  wife  of  the  defendant,  was  examined,  and 
stoutly  denied  having  sold  to  Foulds  a  bottle  of  chlorodyne. 

The  Judge  held  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had 
made  out  their  case,  and  gave  judgment  for  both  penalties — 
101.  in  all — and  costs. 


UNSTAMPED  SCALES  AND  MEASURES. 

Mb.  John  Walton,  chemist  and  druggist,  Lower  Horsley 
Fields,  was  summoned,  under  the  Weights  and  Measures  Act, 
at  the  Wolverhampton  Petty  Sessions  on  September  23,  for 
having  in  his  possession  for  trade  purposes  a  small  scale  and 
two  apothecary's  measures  which  were  unstamped.  Inspector 
Allwoid,  who  proved  the  case,  stated  that  he  had  warned 
Mr.  Walton,  and  a  fine  of  5s.  and  costs  was  imposed  in  each 
case. 


SPONGE-SIMPLES  AND  BREAKING  BULK. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  September  30,  Mr.  John 
Goldhill,  sponge-merchant,  17  Houndsditch,  EC,  sought  to 
recover  61.  7s.  4rZ.  for  sponges  supplied  to  the  Leeds  Slate 
and  Marble  Company.  Mr.  Levi,  plaintiff's  solicitor,  said  the 
sponges  were  supplied  on  May  26  last,  according  to  the 
defendants'  order.  Mr.  Aldous,  defendants'  solicitor,  said 
the  defendants  declined  to  pay,  because  the  sponges,  as 
delivered,  were  not  equal  to  the  sample  from  which  they 
were  ordered.  Mr.  Levi  said  the  defendants  had  broken 
bulk.  They  could  not  reject  the  sponges  now.  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Kerr  thought  the  defendants  might  pay  for  what 
they  had  used  and  reject  the  rest.  Mr.  Aldous  said  that  was 
the  question  which  he  wanted  the  Court  to  decide,  as  it 
was  an  important  one  to  traders.  Three  samples  of  sponges 
were  sent  to  the  defendants  by  the  plaintiff.  The  defendants' 
order  was  that  the  sponges  were  to  be  according  to  a 
selected  sampie,  to  which  the  bulk  did  not  correspond.  The 
defendants  put  a  few  of  the  sponges  into  the  hands  of  their 
workmen  before  they  could  tell  what  they  were  like.  Some 
had  been  used,  and  that  could  not  be  helped.  The  defen- 
dants had  paid  33s.  into  court  in  respect  of  those  which 
were  used,  but  they  claimed  the  right  to  return  the  rest. 
They  might  have  broken  bulk,  but  that  was  unavoidable 
under  the  circumstances.  Mr.  Levi  said  the  sponges  were  a 
particularly  cheap  line,  and  the  defendants  had  kept  all  the 
best,  and  now  wanted  the  plaintiff  to  take  back  the  others. 
Mr.  Aldous :  That  we  have  not  done.  Mr.  Commissioner 
Kerr  said  he  thought  the  defendants  must  pay  ior  the 
sponges  as  they  had  broken  bulk.  Mr.  Levi  added  that  the 
defendants  used  a  quarter  of  the  sponges.  Mr.  Aldous 
said  the  sponges  sent  to  them  should  have  been  whole 
sponges,  whereas  some  of  them  consisted  of  little  pieces 
patched  together.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  he  must  find 
for  the  plaintiff,  but  the  defendants  could  bring  an  action 
against  the  plaintiff  to  recover  damages  if  they  were  so 
inclined.  The  case  would  then  be  tried  by  a  jury,  who  were 
the  best  judges  in  a  case  of  that  character. 


PR08ECUIION  UNDER  THE  PHARMACY  ACT 
(IRELAND). 

At  Belfast  Petty  Sessions,  on  September  27,  before  Mr, 
Thos.  McClelland,  J.P.  (presiding),  Dr.  McGae,  and  Mr. 
T.  A.  Doran,  J. P.,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 
were  complainants  in  five  summonses  brought  against 
Alexander  Brjans,  druggist,  Agnes  Street.  Two  of  the 
summonses  charged  the  defendant  with  keeping  open  shop 
for  compounding  medical  prescriptions  on  August  12  and 
on  August  17,  he  not  being  a  registered  pharmacist,  and  in 
two  more  the  offence  alleged  was  that  of  compounding 
prescriptions  on  these  dates.  The  fifth  summons  was  for 
having  sold  poisons  on  June  18. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Galway,  solicitor,  Belfast,  appeared  on  behalf 
of  the  Society,  and  the  defendant  was  represented  by  Mr. 
Harper. 

Mr.  Galway,  in  opening  the  case,  read  the  30th  section  of: 
the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1875,  and  said  the  penalty  was  51.  in. 
each  case. 

Dr.  McGee  said  he  knew  the  Act  as  well  as  Mr.  Galway. 
Mr.  Galway:  And  possibly  much  better. 
Dr.  McGee  said  the  default  was  two  months'  imprison- 
ment. 

Mr.  Galway  said  that  was  a  matter  he  would  not  go  into. 

Dr.  McGee  said  the  summary  of  the  Act  was  that  any 
person  selling  or  compounding  prescriptions,  not  being  a 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  rendered  himself  liable  to  that 
penalty. 

The  Chairman  said  they  were  not  talking  about  a  summary 
of  the  Act.  Mr.  Galway  was  quoting  the  statute,  and  he 
should  be  allowed  to  go  on. 

Mr.  Galway  thereupon  called 

Wra.  Gibson,  who  said  that  on  August  12  he  went  into 
Mr.  Bryans'  shop,  and  tendered  him  the  prescription  (pro- 
duced), which  had  been  written  by  Dr.  John  S.  Morrow, 
Carlisle  Circus.  The  defendant  compounded  it,  and  the 
medicine  is  that  in  the  bottle  produced. 

Dr.  McGee  read  the  prescription,  and  said  there  was  no 
poison  in  it. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Lyons,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Rjyal  Avenue,  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland,  said  the  prescription  produced  was  what  was  recog- 
nised in  the  profession  as  a  medical  prescription. 

Mr.  Harper  said  there  were  five  summonses  against  the 
defendant,  so  that  if  ever  there  was  an  attempt  to  ruin  a 
man,  this  was  one  to  absolutely  ruin  Mr.  Bryans.  He  would 
withdraw  the  plea  of  not  guilty,  and  plead  guilty  to  one 
of  the  offences.  He  nee<l  not  address  their  Worships  on  the 
point  of  mitigating  the  penalty,  because  they  had  no  power 
to  do  so.  His  client  thought  he  would  have  passed  the 
examination  for  which  he  went  up  some  time  ago,  and  the 
place  beiDg  open  he  carried  it  on  since. 

Mr.  Galway  said  that  even  supposing  he  had  passed  the 
examination  for  a  druggist,  that  would  noi  have  enabled 
him  to  compound  pi  ascriptions. 

Mr.  Harper  said  he  would  ask  the  Bench  to  intimate  to 
the  complainants  that  they  ought  to  lest  content  with  a  con- 
viction on  one  of  the  summonses. 

Dr.  McGee  said  he  was  sure  the  Society  did  not  want  vin- 
dictive damages  ;  that  they  merely  wanted  the  prosecution 
to  act  as  a  caution  to  the  public;  and,  that  being  so,  he 
thought  the  Society  should  withdraw  four  of  the  summonses 
and  allow  the  Bench,  as  they  were  disposed,  to  fine  the  de  - 
fendant 5^. 

Mr.  Galway  said  the  lives  of  the  public  must  be  protected. 
Mr.  Doran  :  It  is  a  very  serious  offence. 
Mr.  Galway  said  his  instructions  were  to  prove  all  the 
cases. 

After  some  discussion  he  consented  to  withdraw  the  two 
summonses  for  "  keeping  open  shop,"  but  he  pressed  for  a 
conviction  on  the  other  summons  for  compounding  a  pre- 
scription for  Andrew  Downey  on  August  17.  This  charge 
having  been  proved, 

Dr.  McGee  asked  if  the  Bench  had  ro  discretion  in  the 
penalty  to  be  imposed  for  compounding  prescriptions? 

Mr.  Galway  :  None  whatever.  Nobody  but  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant could  mitigate  the  penalty. 

The  Bench  then  imposed  51.  in  each  of  the  two  summonses 
for  compounding  the  prescriptions,  and  for  selling  poisons  a 
fine  of  Is  ,  with  10s.  6d.  costs,  was  imposed. 
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Dr.  McGf  e  said  that  the  Bench  felt  for  the  youDg  man 
(the  defendant),  but  his  mistake  was  a  serious  one.  These 
mistakes  were  very  common  in  Belfast,  and  he  hoped  this 
would  be  a  caution  to  people  not  to  dabble  in  thicgs  that 
they  had  no  right  to  do. 


IMITATING  BEE  CHAM'S  PILLS. 
Me.  Justice  Hawkins,  sitting  as  the  Vacation  Judge  in  the 
Royal  Courts  of  Justice  on  Tuesday  last,  was  asked  by  Mr. 
Hodge,  counsel  for  Mr.  Thos.  Beecham,  to  issue  an  injunction 
restraining  Mr.  Samuel  Cleaver,  chemist  and  druggist,  carry- 
ing on  business  at  Wharf  Street  and  Gladstone  Street, 
Leicester,  from  selling  or  offering  for  sale  as  "  Beecham's," 
pills  not  manufactured  by  the  plaintiff.  On  the  case  being 
called,  Mr.  Church,  for  the  defendant,  said  he  was  prepared 
to  submit  to  a  perpetual  injunction  in  the  terms  of  the 
notice  of  motion,  and  to  pay  plaintiff  40Z.  as  damages  and 
•costs.    His  Lordship  said  an  order  would  go  accordingly. 


Bankruptcy  IReports. 


He  George  Henry  Cuff,  25  College  Green,  Bristol, 
Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 

The  debtor  filed  his  petition  at  Bristol  on  September  11, 
and  the  first  meeting  of  his  creditors  was  held  last  week,  in 
London,  before  Mr.  Edward  G.  Clarke,  the  Bristol  Official 
Receiver.  The  accounts  filed  under  the  proceedings  show 
gross  liabilides  2,1372.  9s.  8d.  (unsecured  1,9272.  8s.  2d.~),  and 
assets  7192.  5*.  2d.,  subject  to  preference  claims  of  182.  8s.  6*2. 

The  proofs  dealt  with  at  the  meeting  included  the  follow- 
ing tendered  by  relatives  of  the  debtor — viz.,  Miss  A.  B.  Cuff, 
1172.  15s.  9d. ;  Miss  M.  E.  Cuff,  5182.  15s. ;  Mr.  T.  J.  Cuff, 
3502. ;  and  Mr.  Wm.  Symes  Cuff,  as  executor  of  the  late  Mr. 
R.  C.  Cuff,  902.  18s.  lOd. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  he  had  issued  his  observations 
«pon  the  failure  previous  to  the  meeting.  The  unsecured 
debts  included  1,1002.  owing  to  friends  for  money  lent, 
whilst  the  balance  of  8272.  was  due  to  about  100  trade 
•creditors,  which  appeared  to  him  a  tremendous  number 
in  comparison  with  the  amount  of  the  debts.  The  debtor's 
father  died  in  July,  1894,  and  the  debtor  had  conducted  the 
business  since  June,  1893,  when  he  had  a  capital  of  4502.  Ib 
appeared  that  the  debtor  was  co-trustee  with  his  sister  and 
cousin  under  the  will  of  his  father's  estate,  the  only  portion 
now  remaitiing  undivided  being  the  lease  of  the  College 
Green  premises.  Actions  had  been  brought  against  the 
debtor  by  the  Crown  Perfumery  Company  and  another  firm, 
and  had  been  undefended,  whilst  he  (debtor)  was  also  the 
defendant  in  Chancery  proceedings  relating  to  his  father's 
estate.  A  gold  watch  and  silver  salver  had  been  pledged  by 
the  debtor  within  six  months  of  the  failure,  but  it  was  not 
until  a  month  before  the  receiving  order  that  he  became  aware 
of  his  insolvency.  During  that  month  a  few  fresh  debts  had 
been  contracted.  The  annual  income  or  profit  from  the 
business  for  the  past  three  years  was  estimated  at  1502.,  whilst 
the  drawings  had  somewhat  exceeded  that  figure.  The  debtor 
had  offered  a  composition  of  7s  6d.  ia  the  pound,  and  the  busi- 
ness of  the  meeting  was  to  decide  whether  or  not  to  accept  it. 
Voting- letters  had  been  sent  round  to  all  the  creditors,  but 
only  a  part  of  the  number  had  been  returned,  and  it  rested 
with  the  assembled  creditors  to  decide  upon  the  course  to  be 
pursued  in  winding  up  the  estate. 

The  Chairman  proceeded  to  deal  with  the  proofs  of  the 
•family  creditors,  and  a  question  arose  as  to  their  admission 
for  voting  purposes.  Eventually  Mr.  W.  Symes  Cuff  inti- 
mated that  unless  the  composition  were  to  be  better  secured 
than  was  then  the  case,  he  should  not  use  his  proxies  in 
support  of  the  proposal. 

Mr.  George  White  (Francis  Nicholls  &  White)  said  he  held 
proxies  of  certain  London  trade  creditors  who  felt  that, 
having  regard  to  the  figures  disclosed  by  the  accounts,  7s.  6d. 
in  the  pound  was  a  capital  offer.  They  were  afraid,  how- 
ever, that  the  offer  was  of  a  chimerical  nature,  so  far  as  the 
security  was  concerned,  and  as  those  connected  with  the 
trade  well  knew  the  only  hope  of  getting  anything  from  the 
business  was  by  disposing  of  it  as  a  going  concern  without 


any  further  delay.  If  the  debtor  could  give  them  satis- 
factory security  for  the  payment  of  the  composition  they 
would  consider  the  offer ;  but,  failing  that  assurance,  they 
must  oppose  the  acceptance  of  the  offer. 

The  Chairman  added  that  he  informed  the  debtor's  solicitor 
on  the  previous  day  tbat  it  was  hardly  possible  to  carry  the 
offer  in  its  present  form,  but  if  any  better  terms  could  be 
submitted  he  would  be  pleased  to  place  them  before  the 
meeting. 

Mr.  Jones,  solictor,  of  Bristol,  said  he  represented  the 
debtor.  The  question  of  security  had  not  been  properly 
treated,  owing  to  the  lack  of  time,  which  had  also  prevented 
the  family  creditors  from  properly  understanding  and  filling 
in  the  voting- letters.  He  was  instructed  to  say  that  if 
further  time  could  be  granted  satisfactory  security  would  no 
doubt  be  provided,  and  with  tbat  end  in  view  he  asked  for 
the  meeting  to  be  adjourned.  The  creditors  would  find  it  to 
their  interest  to  accept  7s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  seeing  that  the 
accounts  only  showed  6s.  8*2.  in  the  pound,  and  if  the  busi- 
ness came  to  be  sold  at  a  knock- down  price,  it  must  neces- 
sarily go  at  a  sacrifice.  Without  pledging  himself  in  any 
way,  he  might  state  that  a  friend  of  the  debtor  was  willing 
to  purchase  the  business  as  a  going  concern,  and  that  money 
would  be  available  for  the  payment  of  the  composition. 

Mr.  White  opposed  the  granting  of  an  adjournment,  which 
might  possibly  be  utilised  for  altering  the  family  voting- 
letters,  rather  than  obtaining  better  security.  He  suggested 
that  the  debtor's  friend  could  negotiate  with  a  trustee  in 
bankruptcy  for  the  acquisition  of  the  business  without  being 
prejudiced  in  any  way,  therefore  no  good  purpose  would  be 
served  by  adjourning  the  meeting,  which  might  prejudice 
the  interests  of  the  creditors. 

Mr.  Allen  (Barclay  &  Co.)  supported  Mr.  White's  view  of 
the  situation,  and  the  Chairman  expressed  his  opinion  that 
the  business  could  be  purchased  quite  as  well  from  a  trustee 
as  from  the  debtor. 

Mr.  Jones  still  pressed  for  an  adjournment,  and  pointed 
out  that  he  wished  to  avoid  his  client  being  made  a 
bankrupt. 

The  Chairman,  whilst  urjable  to  adjourn  the  meeting  on 
that  ground,  said  he  would  consent  to  a  postponement  if  Mr. 
Jones  could  assure  him  that  the  offer  would  take  the  shape 
of  a  cash  payment  instead  of  deferred  bills,  as  the  latter 
offer  was,  in  his  opinion,  of  a  somewhat  hazy  and  nebulous 
character. 

No  creditor  could  be  found  to  move  a  resolution  to  ad- 
journ the  meeting,  and  it  was  decided  to  wind  up  the  estate 
in  bankruptcy,  a  resolution  to  that  effect  being  proposed  by 
Mr.  White  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Allen  (Barclay  &  Co.). 

Mr.  Jones  objected  to  the  attitude  taken  up  by  Messrs. 
Barclay  &  Co.,  who  were  only  creditors  for  a  few  pounds, 
and  thought  it  a  monstrous  thing  that  they  should  endeavour 
to  force  the  estate  into  bankruptcy  against  the  interests  of 
the  other  creditors. 

Mr.  Allen  retorted  that  it  was  a  still  more  monstrous  thing 
for  the  debtor  to  have  obtained  goods  on  credit,  knowing 
himself  to  be  insolvent. 

Mr.  Jones  pointed  out  that  the  debtor  did  not  know  his 
insolvent  position  until  a  month  before  the  failure. 

Eventually  Mr.  George  White  was  appointed  as  trustee  to 
administer  the  estate  in  bankruptcy,  assisted  by  the  follow- 
ing committee  of  inspection — viz.,  Mr.  Warwick,  Mr.  Goldhill, 
and  Mr.  W.  Symes  Cuff. 


Re  Henry  Boorman  Bainbbidge,  60  Pratt  Street,  Camden 
Town,  trading  as  the  "  Camden  Chemical  Company";  also 
at  88  Queen  Street  and  38  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C , 
trading  as  the  "  Hygienic  Co-operative  Stores." 

A  sitting  was  held  last  Tuesday  at  the  London  Bank- 
ruptcy Court,  before  Mr.  Registrar  GifEard,  for  the  public 
examination  of  this  debtor,  who  applied  to  pass  upon  ac- 
counts showing  gross  liabilities  1,8142.  Is.  Id.  (unsecured 
8372  8s.  Id.),  and  assets  2752. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Egerton  S.  Grey,  Assistant  Receiver,  the 
debtor  stated  that  from  1877  to  1894  he  held  an  appointment 
under  the  Government  of  Natal.  In  July  of  the  latter  year 
his  office  was  abolished,  and  he  was  retired  on  a  pension  of 
1292.  a  year.  He  then  returned  to  this  country  and  joined 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Cox  in  partnership  in  the  business  of  a  whole- 
sale and  retail  chemist,  carried  on  at  60  Pratt  Street,  Camden 
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Town,  as  the  "  Camden  Chemical  Company."  Retail  shops 
were  subsequently  opened  at  88  Queen  Street,  Cheapside, 
and  at  38  Aldersgate  Street,  where  the  tradiDg  was  con- 
ducted under  the  style  of  the  "  Hygienic  Co-operative  Stores." 
When  joining  the  business  witness  had  no  knowledge  what- 
ever of  the  chemistry  trade,  and  he  accordingly  relied  upon 
the  experience  of  Mr.  Cox,  who  managed  the  business. 
As  capital  he  (debtor)  borrowed  250Z.  upon  his  pension,  and 
put  the  money  into  the  business.  The  trading  was  hardly 
successful,  as,  although  a  profit  was  made  on  all  sales,  the 
business  was  hampered  by  the  lock-up  of  the  capital  in  over- 
purchases  of  stock.  The  partnership  only  lasted  a  short  time, 
as  witness,  being  dissatisfied  with  his  partner,  instituted 
Chancery  proceedings  to  obtain  a  dissolution.  Eventually 
an  arrangement  was  made  whereunder  witness  paid  out  his 
partner  with  151.  cash  and  a  251.  bill,  and  continued  the 
business  alone.  In  July  last  he  called  the  creditors  together 
and  offered  them  a  composition  of  Is.  6d.  in  the  pound. 
That  offer  was  accepted  by  most  of  the  creditors  ;  but  befoie 
it  could  be  carried  out  an  execution  was  levied  by  a  dissen- 
tient creditor,  and  witness  thereupon  filed  his  petition.  In 
February,  1895,  he  borrowed  450Z.  on  the  security  of  his 
pension  and  two  life- policies,  and  was  charged  about  200/ 
for  expenses,  law- costs,  and  commission  in  connection  with 
that  loan.  Three  months  later  he  deposited  six  casks  of 
vaseline  with  Mr.  Haworth,  who  advanced  him  money  to 
enable  him  to  defend  an  action.  That  vaseline  was  purchased 
on  credit  from  Messrs.  Grindley  ic  Co.  It  had  not  been  paid 
for,  and  no  step  was  taken  to  obtain  that  firm's  consent  to 
the  pledging  of  the  goods,  »s  witness  regarded  it  as  only  a 
temporary  arrangement,  and  expected  to  redeem  the  vase- 
line within  a  very  short  time  of  depositing  it.  The  books  of 
the  business  had  not  been  properly  posted  up  for  some  time. 
It  was  not  until  last  April  that  witness  ascertained  his  in- 
ability to  pay  all  his  debts  in  full.  This  was  his  first,  failure, 
and  the  creditors  had  accepted  an  offer  of  Is.  6d.  in  the 
pound. 

The  examication  was  ordered  to  be  concluded. 


Be  Geo.  J.  Lovk,  Clare,  Suffolk,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

A  statement  of  affairs  respecting  the  realisation  of  the 
estate  of  this  debtor  has  been  issued  by  the  Official  Receiver 
of  Cambridge  Bankruptcy  Court,  with  an  intimation  that 
the  assets  realised  sufficient  to  pay  a  first  and  final  dividend 
of  Is.  9d.  in  the  pound. 


Be  George  Smith  Palmer,  4  Corrance  Road,  Brixton, 
Chemists'  Traveller. 

Under  a  petition  presented  by  this  debtor  last  Wednes- 
day, a  receiving  order  and  an  order  of  adjudication  have  been 
made  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court.  The  debtor  esti- 
mates his  liabilities  at  3001 ,  and  has  honsehold  furniture  to 
the  value  of  25Z.  A  life-policy  is  deposited  with  the  Rojal 
Office  as  security  for  money  advanced  eleven  years  ago. 


Be  Charles  Montague,  8  Red  Lion  Square,  W.C.,  and 
Clapham,  Patent- medicine  Proprietor. 

A  receiving  order  has  been  made  at  the  London  Bank- 
ruptcy Court  against  this  debtor,  described  as  Charles 
Montague,  otherwise  Napoleon  Hirschfeld,  otherwise  Charles 
Ashley,  patent-medicine  proprietor  and  specialist  in  cures  of 
rheumatism,  now  or  lately  carrying  on  business  as  above, 
and  at  45  Great  Russell  Street,  Bloomsbury.  The  order  was 
made  on  a  petition  presented  by  Messrs.  Church,  Rundel), 
Todd  &  Co.,  acting  on  behalf  of  creditors.  It  appears  that 
the  average  takings  are  51.  weekly,  and  that  book-debts  to 
the  amount  of  300Z.  or  400Z.  are  due  to  the  estate,  but  they 
are  of  doubtful  value.  The  amount  of  the  liabilities  did  not 
transpire. 


There  are  1,180  000.000  granules  in  1  gramme  of  starch — 
estimated  by  counting  with  a  b.-emacyclometer  by  Professor 
Day,  of  the  onicago  College  of  Pnarmacy. — M.  B.  Druggist. 


0a3ette, 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 
Cubitt,  G.  R.,  and  Storry,',  F.  W.,  surgeons,  Stroud,  under  the  style 

of  Oubitt  &  Storry. 
Hall,  F.,  and  Hudspeth,  R.  A.,  dentists,  Hertford  and  Hoddesdon, 

under  the  style  of  Hall  &  Hudspeth. 
Knight,  A.  H.,  and  Rawson,  S.  G.,  consulting  chemists  andassayers, 

Liverpool,  under  the  style  of  Knight  &  Eawson. 
Partridge,  J.,  and  Wylde,  F.  G.,  cattle-food  manufacturers,  Ballater 

Road,  West  Brixton,  S.W.,  under  the  style  of  the  Canadian  Horse  and 

Cattle  Food  Company. 
Stovin,  C.  F.,  and  Gorsuch,  R.  B.,  surgeons  and  general  medical 

practitioners,  Broadway,  Stratford,  E.,  under  the  st>le  of  Stovin  & 

Gorsuch. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Ordehs. 

Montague,  Charles  (otherwiseiNapoleon  Hirschfeld,  otherwise  Charles 
Ashley),  Red  Lion  Square,  W.O.,  and  .Sangora  Road,  Clapham,  S.W., 
late  Great  Russell  Street,  Bloomsbury,  W.C.,  patent-medicine  pro- 
prietor and  specialist  in  cures  for  rheumatism. 

Spencer,  Thomas,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire,  veterinary  surgeon. 

Adjudications. 

Beck,  Benjamin,  Rotherham,  drysalter. 

Main,  Henry  James,  Formby  and  Bootle,  mineral-water  manufacture? 
and  botiler. 

Shakerley,  Benjamin,  Penzance,  chemist  aDd  druggist. 


Business  Cbanaes, 

—  ^ 

S.  F.  Goss  (Limited)  are  opening  another  "store  phar- 
macy "  in  Hanover  Street,  W. 

H.  Lamplough  (Limited)  have  opened  a  pharmacy  in 
the  Strand,  a  few  doors  west  from  the  Strand  Theatre. 

Mr.  Arthur  A.  Freeman,  from  Leyton,  has  purchased 
the  business  of  Mr.  Crofts  at  126  Luton  Road,  Chatham. 

Messrs.  Pinchin,  Johnson  &  Co.,  oil  and  varnisb 
merchants,  of  23  Billiter  Street,  E.C.,  announce  that  they 
have  admitted  Mr.  Albert  Clarence  Hill,  one  of  their  managers, 
into  partnership. 

Lewis  &  Burrows  (Limited)  still  have  the  workmen  in 
their  new  shop,  67  Piccadilly,  W.,  although  Messrs.  S.  Maw, 
Son  &  Thompson  have  completed  and  installed  the  fittings. 
The  shop  is  a  double  one,  and  promises  to  be  artistic. 

Mr.  William  Westhead,  who  has  been  with  Messrs. 
Mawson,  Swan  &  Weddell,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  for  some 
years,  first  in  charge  of  their  laboratory,  and  afterwards  as 
traveller,  has  taken  the  old-established  chemist's  business- 
of  Mr.  Hawthorne,  at  10  Gaolgate  Street,  Stafford. 

The  Surrey  Chemists'  Company  has  been  formed,  not 
as  a  registered  company,  by  a  combination  of  Messrs. 
Gerrard's  and  Holmes's  businesses  at  Chertsey  with  those  of 
Messrs.  Boyce  and  Kennettat  Weybridge.  The  Company  has 
just  completed  the  installation  of  a  complete  aerated- water 
plant,  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Hay  ward  Tyler  &  Co. 


IRew  Books. 


Balzac,  H.  de.  The  Country  Doctor  (Le  Midecin  de  Campagne.')  Trans? 
ated  by  Ellen  Marriage,  with  a  Preface  by  G.  Saintsbury.  Crown  Svo. 
Pp.304.   3s.6d.net.  (Dent.) 

Fritz,  G.  Photo-LUhographf.  Translated  by  E.  J.  Wall.  8vo.  Pp.  92: 
3j.  6d.  net.  (Dawburn.) 

Harrop,  Joseph  (Editor).  Monograph  on  Fluid  Extracts,  Solid  Extracts, 
and  Oleoresins.  With  Appendix.  Post  8vo.  Pp.230.  Interleaved.  Cloth 
cover.    (Harrop  &  Co.,  Columbus,  0.,  U.S.A.) 

Johnson,  R.,  and  Chatwood,  A.  B.  Photography,  Artistic  and  Scientific 
With  54  illustrations.   8vo.   Pp.256.   10s.  Bd.  (Downey.) 

McNeal,  F.  B.  (Editor).  Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Ohio  Dairy  anil 
Food  Commissioner  for  the  Year  ending  Ftbruary  15,  18S5.  Large  8vo. 
Pp.  304.   (Westbote  Company,  Columbus,  Ohio,  U.S.A.) 
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Bew  Gompaniee  ant>  Company 
Bern 


John  H.  Spence  (Limited).— Capital  2,000? ,  in  51. 
shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturing 
Chemists,  spice-grinders  and  spice-merchants,  importers  and 
exporters,  and  preparers  of  sheep  and  ox  guts,  sausage-skins, 
and  for  all  purposes  for  which  it  is  or  may  be  used ;  also  for 
building  refrigerators,  chilling- counters,  cabinets,  &c ,  also 
machinery-merchants  and  manufacturers  of  aDd  dealers  in 
any  such  articles  as  may  be  from  time  to  time  considered 
advisable,  and  general  merchants.  First  subscribers  : — Wm. 
Ralston,  sen.,  poulterer,  Giffnock;  Wm.  Ralston,  poulterer, 
Giffnock;  David  Rae,  Pollokshields,  Glasgow  ;  John  Spence, 
merchant,  Rutherglen,  Glasgow  ;  Frederick  Warnbach,  offal- 
merchant,  Glasgow ;  Thos.  Walker,  builder,  Cambuslang ; 
Robert  Walker,  builder,  Cambuslang. 

New  Chemical  Wobbs  (Limited). — Capital  3,0002.,  in 
2,000  11. "  A  "  and  20,000  Is.  "  B  "  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire, 
develop,  and  work  certain  works  acd  property  mentioned 
in  a  draft  agreement  (which  is  not  detailed).  The  first 
subscribers  (each  with  one  "  A  "  share)  are  : — C.  T.  Kingsford, 
3  Coptball  Court,  E.C.,  gentleman  ;  J.  Maughfling,  Church 
Path,  Wanstead,  Essex,  clerk ;  A.  H.  Scrofton,  43  Temple 
Street,  Birmingham,  auctioneer ;  W.  H.  Fox,  Kidmore  End, 
Qxon,  gentleman ;  W.  R.  Hume,  7  Cambridge  Road,  Barkicg, 
secretary;  W.  G.  Smith,  Finsbury  House,  E.C.,  gentleman  ; 
W.  T.  Thompson,  32  Chandos  Road,  East  Lejtonstone,  clerk. 
The  first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than  three  nor  more 
than  seven)  are  to  be  nominated  by  the  subscribers.  Re- 
gistered office,  43  Temple  Street,  Birmingham. 


Seqtjah  (Limited). — The  directors  of  this  company  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  desirable  to  wind  it  up, 
and  a  meeting  of  shareholders  is  called  to  consider  tha 
proposal. 

Chemists'  Coopebative  Society  (Limited). — On  the 
requisition  of  a  sufficient  number  of  the  shareholders  in  this 
company,  an  extraordinary  meeting  was  held  at  the  Cannon 
Street  Hotel  on  Saturday  last,  September  28.  The  meetiag 
bad  been  summoned  on  the  instigation  of  a  committee  of 
shareholders,  of  whom  Mr.  T.  H.  Davison,  of  30  Great  St. 
Helen's  was  the  Chairman,  who  have  been  consideiing 
especially  the  negotiations  between  the  directcrs  of  the 
Chemists'  Co-operative  Society  (Limited)  and  the  Trust 
Agency  (Limited).  In  a  circular  issued  on  September  23, 
and  signed  by  Mr.  T.  H.  Davison,  as  Chairman  of  the  Share- 
holders' Committee,  it  was  stated  that  after  careful  in- 
quiry, and  the  Chairman  of  this  committee  having  met  the 
directors  of  the  Chemists'  Company  on  several  occasions, 
and  having  had  before  them  all  documents  and  correspond- 
ence between  the  two  companies,  this  committee  begs  to 
report  as  follows  : — "  The  directors  having  allotted  shares 
npon  the  small  capital  subscribed,  should  thereupon  have  pro- 
ceeded to  take  over  the  businesses  on  the  terms  of  the  pro- 
spectus, or  on  the  basis  of  the  supplementary  agreement  to 
the  original  contract,  dated  June  15,  either  in  subdivisions 
or  as  a  whole,  as  the  circumstances  might  reasonably  warrant, 
and  your  committee  report  that  this  could  have  been  done 
immediately  after  Jane  15  la9t."  It  is  stated  in  the  same 
circular  that  on  Jane  25  the  directors  of  the  Chemists'  Com- 
pany arranged  with  the  Trust  Agency  to  take  over  the 
businesses  in  batches  of  five  and  six  each,  and  with  that  end 
in  view  proceeded  to  adjust  the  stocks-in-trade,  but  on 
July  8  difficulties  were  raised  by  the  directors  demanding 
conditions  from  the  Trust  Agency  Company  at  variance  with 
the  contracts  entered  into.  From  the  correspondence  this 
committee  gathers  that  the  attitude  of  the  Trust  Agency 
Company  has  been  of  a  conciliatory  character,  and  in  the 
interests  of  the  Chemists'  Company,  but  it  regrets  that  so 
far  every  effort  to  bring  the  business  to  a  satisfactory  con- 
clusion has  failed.  The  committee  recommended  that,  at 
the  meeting  on  Saturday,  the  shareholders  should  pass  a 
special  resolution  that  the  Chemists'  Co-operative  Society 
f  Limited)  be  wound  up  voluntarily,  and  to  appoint  a  liqui- 
dator or  liquidators,  and  to  confer  with  the  liquidator 
or   liquidators  so   appointed  by  special   resolution  the 


powers  authorised  by  Article  129  of  the  Articles  of  Associa- 
tion. Unless  that  course  were  adopted  the  committee  be- 
lieved that  prolonged  litigation  would  ensue,  first,  by  certain 
large  shareholders  who  have  already  commenced  proceed- 
ings ;  and  secondly,  by  the  Trust  Agency  Company,  for 
alleged  breach  of  contract.  In  the  meantime  and 
pending  result  of  this  litigation,  which  might  be  pro- 
tracted, no  moneys  could  be  repaid  to  the  shareholders. 
About  fifty  shareholders  attended  the  meeting,  and  the  Hon. 
Mark  F.  Napier,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  was  in 
the  chair.  At  the  outset  he  produced  a  letter  from  the 
solicitors  of  the  company,  Messrs.  Ashurst,  Morris,  Crisp  & 
Co.,  statiDg  that  the  notice  of  this  extraordinary  general 
meeting  had  by  a  slip  been  delivered  one  day  late,  so  that 
instead  of  seven  clear  days  intervening  between  the  service 
of  the  notice  and  the  day  fixed  for  the  meeting  only  six 
clear  days'  notice  had  been  given.  Consequently  any  reso- 
lutions which  that  meeting  might  pass  would  be  invalid. 
He  (the  Chairman)  had  come  to  the  meeting  at  great  per- 
sonal inconvenience.  He  had  come  up  from  Scotland  for 
the  purpose,  and  for  the  first  time  had  seen  this  letter  from 
the  solicitors.  Mr.  Davison  (who,  it  was  stated,  held  1,310 
proxies)  then  spoke  in  general  support  of  the  propositions  we 
have  quoted  from  his  circular.  Mr.  Dillon  Lewis,  director 
of  the  Trust  Agency  and  holder  of  500  shares  in  the  Chemists' 
Company,  also  spoke.  He  asserted  that  the  Trust  Agency 
could  have  handed  over  to  the  company  the  forty  businesses 
as  stated  in  the  prospectus,  and  were  ready  to  afford  the 
directors  such  legal  assistance  as  they  might  require.  He 
further  said  that  Mr.  Davison  who  had  moved  in  this  matter 
had  no  connection  whatever  with  the  Trust  Agency.  He  com- 
mented severely  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Chairman,  especially 
in  regard  to  having  a  meeting  such  as  this  called  for  a 
Saturday  in  the  City  of  London,  and  he  declared  that  the 
report  of  their  previous  meeting  which  the  directors  had  sent 
out  was  deceitful  and  misleading.  The  result  of  the  inaction  of 
the  directors  had  been  that  some  of  the  largest  shareholders, 
among  whom  he  mentioned  Mr.  Baird  (who  held  upwards  of 
a  quarter  of  the  shares  in  the  company),  were  seeking  to  get 
their  money  repaid,  and  Mr.  Baird  had  actually  commenced 
proceedings  at  law  with  that  object.  He  insisted  that  the 
company  should  have  taken  over  the  businesses  in  batches 
as  agreed  upon.  The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  doing  this 
were  raised  by  the  directors  themselves.  The  Chairman  said 
the  directors  had  throughout  acted  in  conformity  with  the 
advice  of  their  solicitors,  and  they  had  shown  their  good 
faith  towards  the  Trust  Agency  by  payiDg  them  500Z.  in 
cash  in  regard  to  the  contract.  Bat  the  money  had  been 
subscribed  for  the  purchase  of  the  forty  businesses,  and  they 
were  not  going  to  part  with  it  until  they  were  satisfied  that 
the  whole  forty  would  be  conveyed.  They  had  agreed  to 
take  the  forty  businesses  for  11,000/.  in  cash  and  50,000Z.  in 
shares.  The  money  was  in  the  bank,  and  the  vendors  could 
have  it  on  Monday  if  they  brought  them  the  businesses. 
Some  further  discussion  followed  respecting  the  subsequent 
date  for  a  meeting,  but  no  definite  decision  was  come  to. 


Cjjc  (©ptnmjj  of  %  j$tebical  Session. 


THE  introductory  addresses  at  the  opening  of  the  medical 
session  have  been  much  above  the  average  in  general 
interest.  St.  Thomas's  had  the  courage  to  make  a  new 
departure  by  getting  an  oration  from  Sir  Edwin  Arnold. 
The  famous  poet,  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  told  his 
audience,  in  diplomatic  but  unmistakable  language,  the 
view  of  men  of  culture  outside  the  medical  profession  of 
the  practice  of  vivisection.  He  would  not  prohibit  it  alto- 
gether, but  he  would  restrict  it  to  the  most  absolutely 
necessary  occasions.  "  May  I  not  kill  a  cat  to  save  a 
bishop  ?  "  was  the  question  which  bad  been  once  put  to  him 
by  a  famous  surgeon.  "Yes,  Sir  Henry,  if,  having  accom- 
plished your  object,  you  will  give  the  cat  a  funeral  in 
Westminster  Abbey,"  he  had  replied.  At  Guy's  Dr.  George 
De'Ath  spoke,  epigrammatically,  on  "  Our  Profession,  our 
Patients,  our  Public,  and  our  Press."  He  was  very  severe 
on  the  "essences  of  surgical  knowledge  and  tabloids  of 
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medical  treatment "  with  which  the  press  is  flooded.  He 
protested  against  the  policy  of  sprinkling  the  commanity, 
by  means  of  a  more  or  less  oratorical  pepper-box,  with  the 
tit- bits  of  pathology,  physiology,  and  hygiene.  Contributions 
to  the  medical  press,  too,  he  urged  should  be  intended  to 
advance  science,  not  to  puff  practitioners.  He  commented 
on  the  coarse,  rude,  and  insulting  language  in  which  they 
treat  those  men  of  science  and  undoubted  honour  who,  for 
instance,  feel  a  conscientious  objection  to  compulsory  vacci- 
nation. Dictation  is  not  dignity,  he  said,  and  the  policy  of 
kicking  your  opponents  to  death  should  hardly  be  the 
characteristic  of  the  wonderful  medical  knowledge  of  the 
nineteenth  century. 

At  St.  Mary's,  Dr.  A.  P.  Laurie,  spoke  on  the  medical 
profession  and  unhealthy  trades.  The  purpose  of  his  paper 
was  to  advocate  the  employment  of  the  certifying  surgeons 
appointed  under  the  Factory  Acta  tc  as6ist  the  inspectors 
by  expert  advice  and  to  observe  the  effects  of  the  industries 
supervised.  A  more  unsuitable  subject  for  an  introductory 
address  could  hardly  have  been  devised. 

Mr.  G.  D.  Pollock,  at  St.  George's,  made  idiosyncrasies 
the  principal  topic  of  his  discourse.  He  mentioned  the  case 
of  one  per.-on  who  could  not  partake  of  rice  without  suffering 
the  most  alarming  symptoms.  An  experiment  was  tried  on 
him  by  giving  him  biscuits  each  containing  one  grain  of  rice. 
He  took  two  or  three,  and  the  feeling  of  discomfort  coming 
on,  he  declared  that  if  he  had  not  known  to  the  contrary  he 
would  have  declared  he  had  had  some  rice.  Another  person 
was  always  affected  by  a  rash  after  taking  any  gooseberries. 
This  rash  appeared  one  evening  at  a  dinner  party  after  the 
champagne.  The  idiosyncratic  susceptibility  to  opium  and 
mercury  in  some  persons  was  also  alluded  to. 

Dr.  Copeman  gave  an  account  of  the  recent  introduction 
of  animal  extracts,  especially  of  the  thyroid,  to  the  West- 
minster students.  In  the  course  of  his  address  he  said  that 
through  the  efforts  of  pharmaceutists  simplicity  of  treat- 
men^  combined  with  accuracy  of  dosage,  had  been  brought 
to  such  perfection  that  an  ample  supply  of  this  extract 
for  several  days'  treatment  could  easily  be  carried  in  an 
ordinary  pill-box. 

At  Middlesex  Dr.  Julius  Mickle  very  appropriately  traced 
out  the  gradual  process  of  a  child  acquiring  knowledge  by 
becoming  familiar  with  an  object,  and  applied  this  to  the 
methods  by  which  a  medical  student  must  learn  his  pro- 
fession. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Hutchinson  went  to  Liverpool  and  gave  a 
lively  address  to  the  medical  students  of  the  University 
College  there  on  examinations.    The  old  system  of  examina- 
tion in  the  Koyal  College  of  Surgeon?,  he  said,  was  for  a 
student  to  be  asked  questions  by  half-a-dozen  elderly  gentle- 
men who  generally  examined  after  dinner  and  in  an  amiable 
mood,  so  that  if  a  man  was  a  gentlemanly  fellow,  had  some 
common  sense,  and  did  not  commit  himself  too  much,  it 
was  all  right.    The  examination  had  now  been  elaborated  to 
such  an  extent,  and  was  conducted  with  so  much  care,  that 
he  regretted  to   have  to  be  obliged  to  criticise  it.  He 
would  take  away  from  any  one  examiner  the  power  to  pluck  a 
man;  he  would  diminish  the  number  of  vied  voce  examinations; 
and  would  do  away  with  the  practice  of  putting  into  a 
student's  tuods  a  specimen  in  pathology  put  up  in  a  bottle, 
whose  convexity  distorted  the  object,  and  of  asking  him  to 
say  on  the  instant  what  it  was,  let  his  nervous  condition  be 
what  it  might.    He  would  put  before  a  student  a  dozen 
specimens,  and  give  him  an  hour  to  study  them  quietly. 
Viva  voce  examinations  introduced  an  element  of  uncer- 
tainty ;  because  superficial  men  were  often  most  expert  at 
them.     He  also  objected  to  questions  extemporised  by 
examiners.    He  would  have  all  the  questions  that  could  be 
put  to  the  student  on  a  subject  arranged  and  tabulated 
beforehand  and  published  in  a  book,  which  would  be  a  sort 
of  catechism  on  that  subject,  and  he  would  require  examiners 
to  take  their  questions  from  that  book,  and  not  allow  them 
to  put  questions  out  of  their  own  heads.    His  aim  was  i  o 
diminish  the  influence  of  the  crotchety  examiner,  of  the 
examiner  who  had  a  hobby,  or  the  examiner  who  had  gone 
very  deeply  into  one  particular  subject.    If  the  "  crammer" 
taught  the  student  the  answer  to  all  these  questions,  what 
harm  ? 

Dr.  Leech,  at  Leeds,  disputed  with  Herbert  Spencer  the 
priestly  origin  of  medicine ;  and  Dr.  Percy  Frankland,  at 
Birmingham,  gave  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  Pasteur. 


personalities. 


Edward  Young,  the  Valkyrie's  pilot,  used  to  be  a  drug 
clerk  in  St.  John,  N.B.,  and  New  York.  So  the  Canadian' 
Druggist  says. 

Mr.  H.  E.  Crawford  left  for  Montreal  last  Saturday  to 
establish  in  that  city  an  agency  for  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
for  the  sale  of  the  essential  oils  distilled  by  the  firm  of 
H.  Rubeck,  of  59  Mark  Lane,  E.C. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer,  President  of  the  Society  of  Chemical1 
Industry,  left  for  New  York  by  the  Paris  on  Saturday.  He- 
and  Mr.  Ludwig  Mond,  F.R  S ,  are  to  make  a  tour  of  the 
United  States  together.  The  New  York  Section  of  the 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry  will  give  them  a  reception  on< 
October  14. 

It  seems  to  be  getting  fashionable  for  American  professors- 
of  pharmacy  to  take  a  post  graduate  course  in  Europe.  The 
last  to  do  this  is  Professor  J.  0.  Schlotterbeck,  of  the  School 
of  Pharmacy,  Michigan  University,  who  is  at  Bern,  Switzer- 
land, studying  under  Dr.  Tschirch.  He  cycled  from  Ham- 
burg to  Bern. 

Mb.  F.  R.  Squire,  the  English  chemist  of  San  Remo,  Italy, 
who  has  been  travelling  in  this  country  and  on  the  Continent 
during  the  summer  for  Messrs.  Hertz  &  Collingwood,  intro- 
ducing their  Coca-tonic  and  Sans-sucre  Champagne,  returns 
to  San  Remo  this  week.  His  pharmacy  at  San  Remo  is  only, 
open  during  the  winter  months. 

Mr.  E.  S.  Wootton,  chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street,. 
Margate,  and  who  is  Mayor  of  the  Borough,  entertained  the 
members  of  the  Borough  police  force,  male  staff  at  the  Post- 
office,  and  members  of  the  Fire  Brigade  and  Ambulance 
Corps  at  dinner  on  the  evening  of  Thursday  in  last  week. 
His  Worship  presided,  the  guests  numbering  over  120.  On 
the  previous  day  Mr.  Wootton,  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Borough,  visited  the  Channel  Squadron,  which  was  anchored' 
off  the  jetty. 

MR.  M.  Lawson,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment Gardens  and  Cinchona  Plantation  on  the  Nilgiris,  has- 
retired  from  active  service.  Mr.  Lawson,  who  was  formerly 
Professor  of  Botany  at  Oxford,  and  in  charge  of  the  exquisite 
garden  which  stretches  along  the  bank  of  the  Cherwell,  went 
out  to  India  in  1883  at  the  instance  of  Sir  M.  E.  Grant  Duff. 
Since  then,  in  addition  to  the  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment Gardens,  he  has  established  and  worked,  unaided  by 
any  expert  assistance,  the  Indian  Government's  Quinine 
Factory. 

In  his  address  at  Bloomsbury  Square  on  Wednesday 
Professor  Roberts  alluded  to  Mr.  Carteighe's  mountaineering 
proclivities,  and  to  a  danger  from  which  he  recently  escaped^ 
remarking  that  it  was  good  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
that  crevasses  are  not  always  so  wide  as  they  are  deep.  Few- 
in  the  audience  understood  the  allusion.  We  understand 
that  during  his  recent  holiday  the  President  of  the  Society, 
accompanied  by  two  friends,  was  doing  a  bit  of  climbing  of 
no  great  magnitude  for  such  experienced  men,  so  they  were 
not  roped.  Suddenly  Mr.  Carteighe  stepped  on  less  solid 
ground  than  he  is  accustomed  to  tread,  but  the  crevasse 
was  not  a  wide  one,  and  he  succeedel  in  grasping  the  sides 
and  raising  himself  without  incurring  serious  injury. 

The  Hendorsonville  Times,  an  illustrated  journal  published1 
in  North  Carolina,  in  a  descriptive  account  of  the  growth  of 
Bowman's  Bluff,  a  picturesque  district  of  the  State,  speaks- 
of  a  Mr.  George  Holmes  as  a  gentleman  who  has  done  a- 
great  deal  towards  the  development  of  the  district.  In  early 
life  Mr.  Holmes  was  a  chemist  and  druggist  in  Gooch  Street 
and  Bristol  Road,  Birmingham.  After  marrying  he  emi- 
gia'.ed  to  America  and  settled  there.  Bowman's  Bluff,  then- 
but  little  advanced  in  its  iafancy,  was  the  spot  Mr.  Holmes 
fixed  upon  for  his  future  home.  That  was  in  1881,  and 
since  that  period  many  representatives  of  cultured  English- 
families  have  established  themselves  at  Bowman's  Bluff,  the- 
natural  beauty  of  which  is  now  enhanced  by  a  number  of 
handsome  residences.  Mr.  Holmes  is  one  of  the  leading, 
cit  zens,  and  prominent  among  Church  woikers. 
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prices  actually  paid  for  large 
Identities  in  bulk.  In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
lorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
the  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable  even  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  Further  points  which  should  be  borne  in  m  ind 
are  that  distributor  generally  has  to  bear  the  bulk  of  the  freight-charges 
on  the  goods  on  their  way  from  the  producer  to  the  retailer,  and  that  for 
many  articles  the  range  of  quality  is  very  wide. 


48  CANNON  STREET,  B.C.,  October  3. 

TN  the  drug-market  dealers  generally  report  another  ratter 
■*■    quiet  week,  although  the  position  of  the  leading  drugs 
and  chemicals  remains  extremely  firm,  most  of  the  changes 
that  have  occurred  being  toward  higher  prices.    It  seems, 
however,  that  fewer  orders  have  been  passing  for  consump- 
tion, and  speculation  has  also  been  rather  more  subdued. 
This,  at  any  rate,  is  the  case  in  the  departments  with 
which  this  journal  is  specially  concerned.    In  the  Com- 
mercial   Sale-rooms  there    has,  however,  been  a  great 
deal    of    excitement,  especially  in    the    Sugar  market, 
■which    has    advanced    by   leaps   and    bounds  since 
Tuesday,  in  consequence  of  the  publication  of  an  esti- 
mate showing  that  the  output  in  Europe  is  likely  to  be  about 
25  per  cent,  below  that  of  last  year.    In  chemicals,  Citric 
and  Tartaric  acids,  as  well  as  Cream  of  tartar,  have  been 
decidedly    quieter,    although   the    piice   is  maintained. 
Glycerine    is    still  tending    higher,    and    Quinine  has 
made  another    trifling    advance.      Camphor    very  firm, 
but     quiet.     To-day's    drug-sales    passed    off  rather 
quietly,    and   the  principal  changes  are  as-  follows : — 
Bacliu  leaves  and  Tinncvelly  senna  are  dearer  and  in  strong 
demand.  Ipecacuanha -was  steady  to  slightly  firmer.  Rhu- 
barb sold  fairly  well  at  unchanged  prices.    Fine  Sumatra 
benzoin  went  about   5s.  lower.     Cape  aloes  is  easy,  and 
reduced  prices  were  accepted  for  Kamala,  Ergot  of  rye,  Soy, 
and  Cardamom  seeds.    There  are  no  changes  in  Kola  nuts, 
Dragons  blood,  Camphor,  Cuttle-fish,  Cantharides,  or  Cubebs, 
but  Cascarilla  is  still  tending  slightly  lower.    Jamaica  bees- 
wax is  unaltered,  Madagascar  is  slightly  firmer.    Vanilla  sold 
well,  Tahiti  variety  being  dearer.  Essential  oils  are  generally 
tendiDg  higher  ;  this  is  specially  the  case  with  Italian  oils  of 
Star  anise,  Cassia,  Citronella,  and  Lemongrass.  Menthol  is  also 
dearer.    Cumin-seed  and  Chamomiles  have  advanced,  and  for 
Japan  max  somewhat  higher  prices  are  asked.  Scammony  re- 
mains very  dear.  Cod-liver  oil  is  moving  upward.  In  articles 
connected  with  the  drug-trade  we  have  to  report  an  advance 
in  Tartar  emetic.    Glycerine  is  also  slightly  firmer.  Gum 
olibaniun  and  Cocoa  butter  dearer.  Arsenic  shows  no  change. 
Quicksilver  has  been  reduced  in  price,  and  Shellac,  though 
2s.  lower  at  auction,  closes  steadily.    In  Spices,  Chillies 
remain  firm,  Maci  and  Nutmegs  steady,  while  Black  and 
White  pepper  ar3  eisier.    Rape  oil  and  Cjtton-seei  oil 
remain  firm.    Turpentine  is  dull,  and  Petroleum  lower,  at 
from  5^d.  co  Q'\d.;  ditto  for  American  oil,  according  to 
brand;  and  from  b%d.  to  5  fad.  for  Russian,.    The  Bank-rate 
remiins  at  2  per  cent.,  and  Bar  silver  is  quoted jat  3QiJi. 
per  oz  —  an  advance  of  ^d.  since  last  Thursday. 


A  singular  document  was  addressed  at  the  beginning  of 
this  month  to  their  wholesale  customers  (or  a 

c"rc°C|ar-e  select  nnmber  of  them)  by  the  English  re- 
sublimers  of  iodine.    It  runs  as  follows  : — 

October  1,1895. 

Dear  Sirs, — 

Iodine  Preparations, 
We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  bring  under  your  notice  the  highly  important 
concession  which  we  are  in  a  position  to  introduce  for  orders  in  Iodine 
Preparations,  thanks  to  the  support  we  have  received  from  The  United 
Iodine  Makers.  In  thus  identifying  the  various  interests  of  the  Iodine 
Producers,  Iodine  Converters,  and  Druggists,  we  rely  on  you  to  co-operate 
heartily  in  this  direction  by  giving  your  orders  exclusively  to  Members  of 
the  Iodine  Preparations  Combination.  The  Protection  alluded  to  is  a 
"  reduction  clause,"  which  we  concede  to  you  for 'Deliveries  made  within 
three  weeks  preceding  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  Iodine.  The  difference 
in  price  will  be  restituted  to  you  in  "kind"  by  delivering  to  you  the  corre- 
sponding quantity  of  Iodine  of  Sodium,  Iodide  of  Potassium,  Iodoform, 
and  Eesublimed  Iodine,  free  of  charge,  necessary  to  reduce  the  price  of  the 
original  Delivery  to  the  reduced  figures.  As  an  illustration  of  the  working 
of  this  plan,  suppose  that  1  cwt.  of  Iodide  of  Potassium  hal  been  bought 
at  lis.  6d.,  Iodine  then  being  Qd.  per  oz.,  if  Iodine  falls  to  6<Z.,  the  price  of 
the  Iodide  would  be  8s.  per  lb.,  and  should  this  occur  within  twenty-one 
days  of  the  original  invoice  the  adjustment  would  be  made  by  giving  to 
the  buyer  49  lbs.  of  Iodide  free.   Thus  :— 

£  s.  d. 

112  lbs.  at  lis.  6*  per  Ib.«  7,  ..  61  8  0 
112  las.  .,    8s.         „     .,       „  44  16  0 


The  difference    ..'  ..    19  19  0 

is  equal  to  49  lbs.  at  8s.  The  buyer  has  thus  161  lbs.  Iodide  at  the  equivalent 
of  the  lower  price. 

We  hope  tint  this  arrangement  will  be  found  to  work  to  our  mutual 
satisfaction.  We  are,  Dear  Sirs, 

Yours  faithfully, 


The  arrangement  is  likely  to  be  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Iodine  Ring,  whose  hand  is  clearly  traceable  all  through  the 
circular,  and  to  a  few  wholesale  drug-firms,  bat  the 
majority  of  the  drug  trade,  we  should  think,  will 
receive  this  "highly  important  concession  "  with  what  the 
author  of  "The  Gentle  Art  of  Making  Enemies,"  called 
"  feelings  of  chastened  and  respectable  joy."  The  throne  of 
the  Iodine  Combination  has  long  been  as  shaky  as  any 
South  American  presidential  chair,  and  the  present  move 
looks  very  much  like  a  desperate  attempt  to  shore  up  the 
dilapidated  structure  by  enlisting  the  support  of  the 
resublimers  and  the  drug  trade  generally.  In  the  days  of  its 
glory  the  Iodine  Combination  was  a  very  Swellfoot  the 
Tyrant  for  disregard  of  the  equitable  claims  of  the  manu- 
facturing middleman  and  the  consumer.  It  dictated  its  own 
terms,  its  agents  sometimes  arbitrarily  refused  to  sell  to 
people  willing  to  pay  its  price,  and  when  an  outside 
producer  ventured  to  place  a  few  tons  on  the  market  on 
his  own  account  the  syndicate  crushed  him  by  moving 
its  prices  down  without  warning,  and  without  thinking 
of  giving  the  resublimers  any  benefit  in  the  shape  of  a  "  falling 
clause."  And  what  does  the  present  concession  amount  to  ? 
Other  and  more  enlightened  combinations  allow  their  custo- 
mers the  benefit  of  a  "  falling  clause  "  without  reserve,  if 
prices  break  they  invoice  all  the  goods  bought  within  a 
certain  period  previous  to  the  break,  which  are  found  unsold 
in  the  purchaser's  warehouse,  at  the  reduced  price.  But  all 
the  Iodine  Ring  propose  to  do  (for  the  re-sublimers,  we 
presume,  are  simply  offering  to  their  customers  the  same 
"  concession  "  which  the  combination  grants  to  them)  is  to 
fill  up  the  trade,  in  case  of  a  sudden  break  in  the  market, 
with  more  iodine-preparations  than  they  will  probably  be 
able  to  get  rid  of.  The  inevitable  result,  we  should  say,  of 
the  congesiion  of  the  iodides-market,  which  will  follow  the 
first  rupture  of  the  combination- price,  will  be  to  increase 
the  panic  by  causing  overloaded  holders  of  iodine-prepara- 
tions to  throw  their  surplus  upon  the  open  market.  _  Again, 
the  "concession"  is  to  be  given  only  on  goods  invoiced 
within  three  weeks  of  the  reduction,  a  space  of  time  which 
is  much  shorter  than  that  usually  accorded  under  the  falling 
clause.  And  if  the  Iodire  Ring,  engaged  in  a  life  and  death 
str  uggle  with  outside  producers,  should  find  itself  compelled 
to  lower  its  prices  more  than  once  within  a  short  period — 
say,  first  from  9d.  to  6d  ,  and  then,  almost  immediately,  from 
6d.  to  3d.  per  oz.— will  they  halt  at  the  6d.  with  their  f  alling- 
clause  1    Altogether  it  looks  as  if  the  Iodine  Ring  know  that 
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they  are  about  to  be  put  in  a  very  tight  place  shortly,  and  are 
now  trying  to  saddle  others  with  part  of  the  expected  losses. 


Our  Amsterdam  correspondent,  telegraphing  on  Thursday 
afternoon,  reports  that  the  auctions  of  Java  cinchona  held 
there   to-day    have    passed   off    with  good 
Amsterdam  Spjrifc  and  a  decidedly  better  feeling,  at  the 
Te"egranm.   average  unit  of  2.88c.  per  half-kilo.,  an  im- 
provement of  fully  10  per  cent,  upon  August 
sales.     Of  5,073  packages  offered,  4,240  sold,  at  prices 
ranging  from  5yO.  to  24c.  (=  Id.  to  Q\d.  per  lb)  for  drag- 
gists'  ;  and  from  6|c.  to  90c.  (=  l\d.  to  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.)  per 
half-kilo,  for  manufacturing  barks.    The  bark  offered  con- 
tained the  equivalent  of  22,184  kilos,  of  sulphate  of  quinine, 
of  which  18,918  kilos,  were  sold. 


The  prospects  of  the  Cheshire  salt- trade  have  much  im- 
proved during  the  past  few  days.  .  It  has  been  finally  agreed 
Cheshire  calt  between  the  producers  that,  for  the  inland 
trade  in  particular,  all  salt,  after  a  given  date, 
is  to  be  sold  subject  to  a  considerable  advance  in  price.  This 
arrangement,  it  is  generally  believed,  will  apply  to  the  salt 
districts  in  Staffordshire,  Worcestershire,  and  Middles- 
borough.  The  agreement  is  considered  a  welcome  one  by 
the  numerous  hands  engaged  in  the  industry  in  Cheshire. 


Acid  (Citeic)  keeps  exceedingly  firm,  but  has  not  made 
any  further  advance.  The  English  manufacturers  ask  Is  3d. 
per  lb.  on  the  spot,  but  there  is  probably  some  in  second- 
hand at  Is  2\d.  For  Concentrated  juice  from  152.  to 
151.  5s.  per  pipe,  f.o.b.,  is  asked. 

Acid  (Tartaric). — Steady,  but  slow  of  sale.  English 
makes  offer  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  and  Is.  2|d.  for- 
ward.   Foreign  brands  are  quoted  at  Is.  l^d.  per  lb. 

Aloes. — No  Curasao  was  offered  at  to-day's  sales.  Of 
the  Cape  variety  there  were  39  cases,  of  which  19  sold  at 
23s.  for  fair  hard  seconds  ;  20s.  6d.  for  ordinary  soft ;  19s.  for 
drossy  quality.  Good  hard  is  held  for  24s.,  and  the  market 
on  the  whole  shows  an  easier  tendency.  Socotrine  aloes  is 
in  good  supply,  but  without  demand.  Of  94  packages  shown 
to-day,  only  20  sold  at  65s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  brown  treacly  ; 
a  good  lot  is  held  for  70s.  per  cwt. 

Antimony. — Of  a  50-case  parcel  of  fair  Japanese  antimony 
20  packages  sold  at  1U.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Areca. — Ten  bags  of  fair  quality  sold  at  12s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Balsams. — Canada:  Quiet.  A  cask  offered  to-day  was 
bought  in  at  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  Peru:  We  hear  of  no  business  ; 
4  cases  of  good  thin  quality  of  direct  import  were  bought 
in  to-day  at  8s.  6d.  per  lb.  Copaiba  steady.  Of  3  casks 
good  bright,  somewhat  cloudy  Maranham,  1  sold  at  the 
steady  figure  of  Is.  l\d.  per  lb. 

Benzoin. — Very  high  prices  continue  to  be  paid  for  fine 
Sumatra  gum,  but  the  market  shows,  perhaps,  a  slightly  easier 
tendency.  Of  the  154  packages  shown  to-day,  only  29  sold 
as  follows  :  Good  bright  pale  almondy  centred  seconds,  fairly 
well  packed,  Zl.  5s.  to  81.  10s.  ;  and  51. 10s.  for  very  ordinary 
seconds,  small  to  medium,  almondy  in  centre,  but  very  badly 
false- packed  sides.  A  parcel  of  fair  seconds,  almondy 
centres,  bold  fracture,  false  packed,  is  held  for  11.  10s.  Of 
Siam  gum  1  case  of  hard  brown  mixed  almondy  block,  in 
small  to  medium  almonds,  realised  81.  7s.  6d.  Paltmbanq 
benzoin  in  good  supply,  178  bags  being  offered,  of  which  14 
sold  at  34s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  almondy  (subject  to  approval), 
and  at  16s.  for  earthy  red  thirds. 

Buchu.— The  excellent  demand  for  this  article  continues, 
and  prices  are  again  about  \d.  dearer  all  round.  Of  22 
packages  offered  to-day,  12  sold  at  5\d.  per  lb.  for  nice 
bright  green  round  leaves.  Medium  long  greyish  leaves 
realised  6d.  per  lb. 

Calumba  remains  very  quiet.  The  only  parcel  sold 
to-day  was  one  of  22  bags  small  to  bold  rather  ordinary 
dark,  which  realised  9s.  3d.  per  cwt.  For  good  yellow  mixed 
quality  18s.  per  cwt.  is  asked. 

Camphor  (Crude). — The  position  is  practically  unal- 
tered.   No  business  is  reported  in  either  Japanese  or  For- 


mosan  camphor,  and  the  quotations  are  more  or  less  nominal. 
The  stock  of  camphor  in  London  has  increased  very  con- 
siderably lately,  and  though  the  great  bulk  of  it  is  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  syndicate,  or  other  firm  holders,  it  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  the  real  stock  in  Locdon  is  con- 
siderably in  excess  of  that  published  in  the  official  returns, 
because  large  quantities  of  syndicate-camphor  have  been 
lodged  lately  in  warehouses  who  refuse  to  publish  their 
holdings. 

Cantharides — Five  cases  fair  Chinese  flies  were  offered, 
of  which  3  sold  at  Is.  per  lb.,  rather  dusty  quality. 

Cardamoms. — The  moderate  supply  of  110  packages 
met  a  rather  slow  demand,  and  only  67  boxes  found  buyers 
at  barely  steady  prices  for  pods,  while  seeds  were  Id.  per  lb. 
lower  all  round.  The  following  were  the  quotations : — Ceylon- 
Mysore,  medium  to  bold,  good  full  pale,  2s.  Id.  to  2s.  llfl!. ; 
medium  size,  2s  Hd.  to  2s.  Qd.  ;  small  to  medium  pale,  from 
Is.  lid.  to  2s.  2d. ;  good  pale  to  small,  Is.  10d.;  medium  to  bold' 
brownish,  partly  split,  Is.  9d.  to  Is.  lOd. ;  small  to  medium 
ditto,  Is.  Qd.  to  Is.  8d.  ;  small  to  medium,  long  and  round 
mixed,  Is.  4d. ;  small  to  medium  brown,  split  and  partly 
specky,  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  Ceylon- Malabar,  small  to- 
medium  round,  fair,  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  Seed,  Is.  lid.  to  2s. 
per  lb. 

Cascaea  SagradA  remains  very  low  in  price,  17s.  per 
cwt.  being  accepted  to-day  for  fair,  rather  thick,  quality. 

Chamomiles. — The  prices  have  again  been  raised  slightly, 
best  Belgian  chamomiles  of  this  year's  crop  being  quoted  at 
40s. ;  second  quality  at  38s.  per  cwt. 

Cinchona. — At  to-day's  drug-sales  13  serons  of  South 
American  Huanoco  bark  sold  at  Qd.  to  Q^d.  per  lb.  for  nice 
long  grey  quill;  and  at  3\d.  per  lb.  for  broken.  A  small 
quantity  of  damaged  flat  cultivated  Bolivian  Calisaya  sold 
at  3'{d.  to  Qd.  per  lb. ;  and  21  packages  bold  fair  Cartagena- 
were  bought  in  at  8d.  per  lb.  The  shipments  of  cinchona- 
bark  from  Ceylon  between  January  1  and  September  9  have 
been : — 

Year        ..   '         '  1895  1894 

Lbs.    729,368  2,131,867 

Civet. — Nothing  of  fine  quality  was  offered  at  to-day's 
sales,  unless  1  horn,  which  was  not  actually  shown,  but 
is  said  to  have  been  "  received  by  post  from  Abyssinia,"  and 
to  be  of  genune  quality,  may  be  so  regarded.  For  this 
parcel  60s.  per  oz.  is  asked,  and  for  4  horns  of  ordinary  quality 
20s.  per  oz. 

Cream  op  Tartar. — Prices  are,  if  anything,  again  higher 
than  last  week,  but  there  has  been  much  less  business.  Best 
white  French  crystals  are  quoted  on  the  spot  at  100s.,  powder 
at  102s.  per  cwt.,  but  we  doubt  whether  either  figure  would 
actually  be  obtainable. 

Cubebs. — The  supply  remains  very  heavy,  and  the  drug 
moves  off  very  slowly  at  low  prices.  About  200  bags  were 
offered  at  auctions  to-day,  but  only  5  of  these  were  sold  at 
22s.  6d.  to  25s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  brownish  to  dull  stalky 
mixed  berries  from  Bombay.  Good,  not  stalky  quality  from 
Singapore  were  firmly  held  for  40s.  per  cwt. 

Cumin-seed. — Again  reported  dearer  for  Malta.  On  the 
spot  good  quality  of  the  new  crop  has  been  sold  at  37s.  Qd. 
per  cwt.,  and  the  holders  now  require  38s.  At  auction  a 
parcel  of  fair  seed  was  bought  in  at  36s.  The  import 
returos  of  to-day  show  an  arrival  of  7,074  packages  of 
cumin  seed  ;  this  is  probably  an  error. 

Dragon's  blood.— Socotrine  gum  is  quite  neglected ;  a 
few  packages  of  ordinary  quality  were  bought  in  to-day  at 
12s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Singapore  dragon's-blood  is  generally  held 
for  higher  prices  than  the  position  seems  to  warrant,  and 
there  is  little  demand  excepting  for  finger  in  reed,  which 
continues  to  realise  high  rates.  Of  a  14-case  lot  of  this 
quality,  3  cases  sold  at  11Z.  per  cwt.  for  good  bright  thin 
finger,  neatly  packed.  Another  parcel  of  bolder  but  very 
broken  finger,  mostly  separated  from  the  leaf-covers,  was 
bought  in  at  121.  per  cwt.  Two  cases  of  bright  fiery  lump 
sold  at  91.  per  cwt. ;  other  parcels  of  common  to  good  lump 
were  bought  in  at  from  61.  10s.  to  91.  per  cwt. 

Ergot  of  Eye. — Again  lower.  The  last  quotation  for 
new  Spanish  ergot  was  10'7.  pr  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms,  but  it  failed 
to  dr.iw  orders.     At  auction  22  packages  were  partly 
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""slaughtered  "  at  very  low  rates,  l\d.  to  l\d.  per  lb.  being 
accepted  for  wormy  Spanish  ergot  of  1894  import ;  Gd.  to 
G\d.  per  lb.  for  wormy,  bat  sifted,  Russian  mixed  ;  and  6^. 
jper  lb.  (subject  to  approval)  for  old  Spanish  of  recent 
import. 

Extract  of  Belladonna. — The  dry  weather  has  greatly 
hindered  the  development  of  the  second  growth  of  bella- 
donna, and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  higher  prices  will  rule 
shortly.    The  present  quotation  is  still  about  3s.  Gd.  per  lb. 

Gamboge. — Only  1  case  out  of  11  that  were  offered  was 
sold  to-day.  It  realised  101.  5s.  per  cwt.  for  medium  to  bold 
partly  broken  pipe,  fair,  partly  ricey,  fracture. 

Glycerine. — Very  firm,  and  likely  to  advance  further 
shortly.  Some  of  the  manufacturers  of  double -distilled 
German  s.g.  1 260  ask  60s.  per  cwt. ;  others  quote  57s. 
.per  cwt. 

Gum  Olibanum  is  reported  to  have  been  in  better  de- 
mand lately.  Fine  drop  is  said  to  have  realised  50s., 
medium  to  lair  from  19s.  to  23s.  per  cwt. 

Honey  sells  freely  at  very  low  prices.  Of  a  newly 
imported  parcel  of  83  packages  Jamaica,  54  packages  sold 
to-day  at  28s.  for  very  fine  pale  treacly,  24s.  Gd.  for  clear 
ambery  liquid,  and  from  23s.  Gd.  down  to  23s  per  cwt.  for 
brown ;  23  packages  bright  oraDge  partly  candied  New 
Zealand  honey  realises  35s  per  cwt.  Australian  was  in 
large  supply,  no  iewer  than  202  packages  being  offered.  For 
a  parcel  of  rather  grey  looking  candied  honey,  20s.  per  cwt. 
is  asked,  and  an  offer  of  the  same  figure  was  refused  for 
another  let. 

Iodine. — The  German  Consul  at  Iquique  (Chile)  writes  : 
— "  Last  year  the  producers  came  to  an  agreement  in 
virtue  of  which  a  considerable  number  of  them  stopped  their 
output  for  a  year.  The  minority,  who  still  continue  the 
preparation  of  iodine,  make  an  allowance  to  the  others  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  their  sales.  It  is  hoped  that  the  agree- 
ment will  be  renewed  upon  its  effluxion,  as  the  restriction  of 
output  during  one  year  only  is  insufficient  to  reduce  the  big 
stocks  in  Europe  to  a  manageable  bulk.  The  exports  in  1894 
were  :  to  Liverpool,  935  cwt. ;  London,  974  cwt. ;  Hamburg, 
3  547  cwt. ;  and  New  York,  1,637  cwt.— total,  7,093.  against 
12,979  cwt.  in  1893.  The  whole  of  this,  except  98  cwt., 
was  shipped  under  the  control  of  the  combination." 

Ipecacuanha. — There  has  been  an  arrival  from  Monte 
Video  this  week  of  127  bales  of  Brazilian  root,  but  the 
whole  of  this  is  in  the  hands  of  firm  holders,  and  may  not 
bs  offered  for  some  time.  Few  importers^seem  disinclined  to 
sell,  and  at  to-day's  auctions  only  31  packages  were  offered, 
of  which  6  sold  at  5s.  3d.  to  5s.  4d.  This  shows  an  advance 
of  Id.  to2d  per  lb.  on  the  last  sales.  Colombian  (_CartJiagena) 
is  also  about  2d.  dearer,  6  bales  good  to  partly  damaged 
•selling  at  from  4s.  3d.  to  4s.  5d  per  lb. ;  3  bags  nice  plump 
ipecacuanha  were  bought  in  at  5s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Kamala. — Easier;  2  cases  sold  to-day  at  3d.  per  lb. 

Kola — Still  tending  easier.  Of  31  packages  offered  to-day, 
8  West  Indian  sold  at  from  10(2.  to  lid.  for  good,  and  from 
Id.  down  to  <\d.  for  ordinary  to  very  poor. 

Lime  juice. — Five  barrels  West  Indian,  very  cloudy, 
realised  Is.  3\d.  per  gallon  to-day. 

Menthol.— Firmer  sales  have  been  made,  it  is  said,  at 
13s.  Gd.  per  cwt.  for  good  quality,  but  we  have  not  much 
doubt  that  13s  3d.  would  still  be  accepted  by  f  ome  holders. 
At  auction  10  cases  were  offered,  and  all  bought  in  at  from 
13s.  Gd.  to  14s  per  lb.  It  is  said  that  for  one  lot  a  bid  of 
13s.  was  rejected. 

Mebcurtals. — Owing  to  the  fall  in  quicksilver  the  English 
manufacturers  of  mercurials  have  reduced  their  quotations 
Id.  per  lb  all  round.  The  following  are  the  current  prices  : — 
By  dr.  Bichlor.  2s  Gd ,  By  dr.  Uilorid  2s.  lOd  ,  By  dr.  c.Creta 
Is ,  Bydr.  Nitric  Oxyd.  3s.  Id.,  Ilydr.  Oxyd.  Flav.  3s.  Id., 
Bydr.  Prcecip.  Alb.  3s.  Id..  Bydr.  Subsuiph.  Flav.  3s.  Id., 
Bydr.  Sulph.  Alb.  2s.  2d,  Bydr.  Sulph.  Nig.  2s.  Id.  per  lb. 
These  prices  are  for  parcels  from  J  to  2  cwt. ;  on  lots  of 
from  2  to  5  cwt.  a  reduction  of  Id.  per  lb.  is  made. 

Musk.— It  is  said  that  privately  there  has  been  a  gocd 
demand  fcr  Tonqnin  pods,  both  first  and  third  pile,  at  steady 
rates,  and  some  owners  are  now  inclined  to  ask  more  money 


at  auction.  Only  a  few  tins  were  offered,  all  of  which  were 
bought  in  at  nominal  prices.  A  particular  feature  in  con- 
nection with  this  article  was  the  sale  of  9  packages  musk- 
trimmings  at  \d.  per  oz.,  subject  to  paying  charges. 

Myrrh  remains  to  all  appearance  dull  of  sale,  although 
some  holders  are  inclined  to  ask  firmer  rate3  at  auction.  At 
auction  a  large  quantity  was  bought  in  at  price3  ranging  from 
70s.  to  90s.  for  native  picked,  60s.  to  65s.  for  good  sorts,  and 
30s.  for  small  clean  siftings. 

Oil  (Cod-liver)  — There  has  been  a  fair  demand  for 
Newfoundland  oil,  of  which  little  is  now  offering ;  5s.  per 
gallon  is  the  price  for  good  quality.  Norwegian  oil  is  still 
tendiog  higher ;  167s.  Gd.  to  170s.  per  barrel  has  been  paid 
on  the  spot.    Ssveral  holders  decline  to  sell  below  180s. 

Oils  (Essential).—  Otto  of  rose  is  firm  ;  one  of  the  well- 
known  exporters  has  temporarily  withdrawn  from  the 
market.  Italian  essential  oils  continue  to  advance ;  Lemon  and 
Bergamot  especially  look  like  being  much  dearer  still  shortly. 
Lemon  is  quoted  at  from  3s.  Gd.  to  4s.  6^.,  bergamot  at  from 
8s.  Gd.  to  10s  3d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  At  auction  to-day  6  coppers 
"  oil  of  lemon,"  1894  import,  sold  without  reserve  at  from 
Is.  2d.  to  Is.  Sd  per  lb.  Star  anise  oil  is  again  dearer; 
7s.  9d.  per  lb.  has  been  paid,  and  8s.  per  lb.  is  now  asked. 
Some  dealers  think  that  the  quotation  will  be  9s.  per  lb. 
before  long.  Cassia  oil  is  also  dearer,  7s.  9d.  per  lb.  having 
been  paid  for  70  to  75-per-cent.  oil  on  the  spot.  In  Peppermint 
oils  tnere  is  no  change.  Distillers  of  English  Oil  of  pepper- 
mint are  "  talking  "  of  32s.  to  33s.  per  lb.  as  the  figure  for 
finest  quality,  which  seems  a  little  premature  as  yet.  Two 
cases  of  Wheeler's  Eucalyptus  oil  (amygdalica)  sold  at  10f^. 
per  lb.  to-day,  an  improvement  of  one  penny.  Cinnamon  oil 
was  bought  in  at  Is.  per  oz.,  but  8^  per  oz.  would  be  taken 
for  fair  quality.  For  Lemongrass  l%d.  per  oz  ,  c.i.f  ,  is  said 
to  have  oeen  paid,  which  would  be  dearer.  Citronella  is 
also  higher.  Oa  the  spot  Is.  4rf  per  lb.  is  reported  paid  ; 
for  shipment  the  quotation  is  Is.  3d.  p°r  lb  ,  c  i  f.,  for  drums, 
but  there  are  no  buyers  over  Is.  2\d.  per  lb.  Ten  cases 
Cajuput  oil  from  Amsterdam  sold  at  2s.  3d.  per  bottle. 

Orris — At  auction  2  bags  fair  pale  chips  were  bought  in 
without  mention  of  price.  The  market  for  Florentine  root 
remains  firm,  from  76s.  to  79s.  per  cwt.,  c.i  f.,  being  quoted 
for  best  selected  quality. 

Quicksilver — On  Tuesday  the  importers  reduced  their 
quotation  by  5s — viz.,  to  11.  per  bottle.  Secoid-hand 
holders  offer  at  Gl.  19s.  to  61.  19s.  Gd.  per  bottle. 

Quince  seed  keeps  firm.    For  2  bags  from  the  Cape 
Is.  3d.  per  lb.  was  paid  to-day. 

Quinine  — Again  slightly  dearer,  with  sales  of  about 
5,000  oz.  second-hand  German  bulk  at  13|^.  per  oz. 

Rhubarb. — There  has  been  a  very  fair  demand  privately, 
but  prices  show  no  improvement.  At  auction  to-day 
152  cases  were  offered,  of  which  about  60  sold,  as  follows  : — 
Sliensi :  Small  to  medium,  round,  fair  orange  coat,  three- 
fourths  pale  grey,  one-fourth  dull  fracture,  Is.  4d. ;  flat, 
small  to  medium  good  coat,  fair  pinky  fracture,  Is.  Gd. ; 
ditto  smaller,  Is  4d. ;  small  round  and  flat  mixed  dull  coat, 
three-fourths  dull  grey  fracture,  lid  per  lb.  Canton: 
Medium  to  bold  fair  coat,  three-fourths  pinky  fracture, 
round,  Is.  Id. ;  small  to  medium  round  and  flat,  lOd.  to 
lQ^d. ;  good  round  and  flat  pickings,  9|<f.  per  lb  High 
dried :  Medium  round,  fair  coat,  three-fourths  pinky,  one- 
fourth  grey  fracture,  Gd.  to  G'^d. ;  wormy  and  soalky,  4|rf. 
per  lb. 

Sabsapabilla. — Genuine  Grey  Jamaica  is  very  scarce, 
the  first-hand  stock  being  only  8  or  9  bales.  Lima-Jamaica 
sold  well  to-day,  10  bales  realising  from  lOd.  to  l\\d  per  lb. 
Dull  grey  to  good  native  Jamaica  was  bought  in  at  Is.  Id.  to 
Is.  2d.  per  lb. ;  Honduras  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  4<Z  ;  and  50  bales 
damaged  chumpy  Mexican  at  <\\d.  per  lb. 

Scammony— Eleven  bags  of  root  were  shown  to-day. 
They  are  held  for  50s.  per  c  wt. 

Senna. — A  good  supply  of  Tinevelly  leaves  (662  bales) 
sold,  with  excellent  competition,  at  higher  rates,  especially 
for  ordinary  qualities.  Common  yellowish,  small  and  specky, 
leaves  brought  iL^d.  to  2d.  ;  fair  small  to  medium  greenish, 
2\d.  to  3d  ;  good  to  nice  bright,  from  3^d.  to  5d  per  lb. 
Alexandrian  leaves  uncharged. 
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Soy. — Lower ;  36  casks  sold,  without  reserve,  at  lOd.  to 
3.0f  d.  per  gallon. 

Spices. —  Cinnamon  is  slowly  recovering  from  its  recent 
depression,  a  parcel  of  100  bales  usual  assortment  having 
found,  buyers  at  the  end  of  last  week  at  10(2.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 
Xondon,  August- October  steamer  shipment. 

Taktak  Emetic  has  again  been  advanced,  8\d.  per  lb. 
being  how  the  quotation  for  crystals  and  8f(2.  per  lb.  for 
powder. 

Tonga.  Beans  — A  large  quantity  was  offered  to-day,  but 
no  sales  were  effected,  a  bid  of  2s.  4(2.  per  lb.  for  good 
frosted  Pa-rd  beans  being  rejected. 

Wax  (Bees'). — Madagascar  wax  is  firmly  held.  Jamaican 
sold  steadily  at  72.  12s.  6(2.  to  72.  lis.  6(2.  per  cwt.  for 
brownish  to  fine  pale.  Zanzibar  rather  firmer  at  62.  2s.  6(2. 
to  62.  12s.  6(2.  p?r  cwt.  for  dull  wormy  to  good  yellow  mixed. 
Australian  brought  6Z.  10s.  to  11.  per  cwt.  for  good  quality, 
mixed  colours. 

Was:  (Japan). — Firmer;  at  auction  to-day  27s.  3(2.  per 
cwt.  was  askei  for  good  pale  and  26s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for 
yellowish  squares. 


The  Newcastle- on- Tyne  Chemical  Market. 

Our  Newcastle  correspondent  writes  on  October  2  as 
follows: — The  maiket  continues  very  steady,  and,  although 
there  are  as  yet  no  additional  increases  in  values  to  report, 
still  owing  to  the  very  low  stocks,  and  to  supply  and  demand 
being  so  evenly  balanced,  there  is  a  decidedly  upward 
tendency  to  be  noted.  Soda  crystals,  owing  to  the  hot 
weather,  have  been  and  are  still  very  scarce,  and  are  now 
quoted  22.  2s.  Qd.  to  21.  5s  per  ton  net.  Bleaching -powder 
is  iu  strong  demand,  especially  for  shipment  to  .Russia. 
Request  for  home  consumption  is  also  brisk,  stocks  low,  and 
quotations  11  to  11.  5s.  per  ton  net  softwood  casks,  and 
72.  5s.  to  11.  10s.  per  ton  net  hardwood  casks.  Recovered 
sulphur  rather  easier  :  32.  15s.  per  ton  net  in  2-cwt.  bags. 
Hyposulphite  of  soda  very  firm  ;  there  are  no  signs  of  abate- 
ment in  the  demand  :  61.  5s  to  61.  10s.  for  5  to  7-cwt.  casks, 
and  11.  to  11  5s.  for  1-cwt  kegs  per  ton  net.  Saltcake  com- 
mands a  brisk  sale  at  22s.  6(2.  to  25s.  per  ton  net,  on  rails, 
makers'  works,  in  balk.  Stityhate  of  alumina,  pure  white, 
crushed  in  casks,  42.  5s.  per  ton  net.  Chloride  of  barium 
steadier,  6/  ts.  per  ton  Det.  South  Durham  salt  is  quiet, 
9s  ,  free  on  board  Tees,  being  present  value.  Yellow prussiale 
of  potash  in  good  demand  at  8d.  to  8}d.  per  lb.,  and  has  an 
upward  tendency.  Chlorate  of  potash  steady,  t\\d.  per  lb. 
Chlorate  of  soda  in  better  request,  at  6\d.  to  6^(2.  per  lb. 
Pearl  hardening,  31.  per  ton  net.  Silicate  of  soda,  140°  Tw , 
3L  5s.  per  ton  net;  100°  Tw.,  21.  17s.  6d.  per  ton  net; 
75°  Tw.,  21  lCs.  per  ton  net.  Caustic  soda  in  good  request, 
both  for  prompt  and  forward  at  late  rates.  Other  quotations 
as  before. 

The  American  Drug-market. 

Our  American  correspondent  writing  from  New  York, 
under  date  of  September  25,  says  : — The  American  drug- 
market  presents  comparatively  few  features  of  real  interest. 
The  commerck'  conaition  of  the  country,  while  promising 
to  improve,  has  not  yet  improved  quite  sufficiently  to 
effect  the  distribution  of  drugs.  The  activity  in  the  building 
trades,  the  large  demand  for  iron,  and  the  re-opening  of 
vaiious  factories  which  have  been  closed  down  for  from 
twelve  to  twenty-four  months,  are  all  favourable  omens  for 
the  general  fall  trade.  We  seem  also  to  have  passed  the 
shrinkage-point,  as  such  changes  in  values,  both  in  the  drug 
world  and  in  general  commerce,  as  have  occurred  recently, 
are  mostly  in  the  direction  of  an  advance.  Notwithstanding 
all  these  favourable  symptoms,  money  comes  in  very  slowly, 
accounts  being  difficult  to  collect  even  from  firms  of  un- 
doubted financial  standing.  It  is  probable,  however,  that 
some  improvement  in  this  direction  will  take  place  as  soon 
as  the  crops  have  been  moved,  but  the  money  thus  dissemi- 
nated will  not  reach  the  commercial  centres  again  until 
about  December,  and  the  stringency  will,  therefore,  probably 
continue  until  that  time.  The  demand  for  opium  shows  the 
natural  improvement  incident  to  the  approaching  season  of 
-cough  syrups,  &c,  but  it  is  still  confined  to  small  dealings,  with 
Ai ttle  interest  manifested  in  larger  lots.    The  price  i*  firmly 


maintained  at  $1.65,  a  few  asking  $1.67gC.  About  a  week 
since  a  small  lot  was  sold  at  $1.62|  spot  cash.  A  good 
demand  is  also  noted  for  Morphine.  The  reports  as  to 
Angostura  tonca  beans  all  indicate  a  short  crop  and  a  none 
too  plentiful  supply  in  hand  ;  as  a  consequence,  prices  have 
advanced  to  $2.25  for  prime  frosted  beans.  Pai;i  beans 
have  sold  at  25c.  and  30c,  and  Surinam  at  60c.  Vanilla 
has  sold  fairly  well  at  $6.75  and  $7.50  for  medium  grades. 
Aniline  salt  continues  scarce  and  firm  at  10Jc.  and  11c.  for 
spot.  Cream  of  tartar  is  very  firm  at  the  advance  which  was 
leported  last  week,  and  is  quoted  at  24c.  for  crystals.  For 
Tartaric  acid  28\c.  and  28fc.  is  now  asked,  an  advance 
of  lc.  Chlorate  of  potash  is  weak  and  unsteady  at  8|c.  and 
9c.  on  the  spot,  and  8fc.  to  arrive.  The  demand  is  good, 
but  the  competition  very  active.  Peppermint  oil  is  neglected 
but  steady  at  $2  25  for  H.G.H.,  and  $L75  and  $1.80  for 
bulk  Western.  Nothing  new  is  reported  in  drug-roots. 
Cascara  sagrada  is  in  full  supply  and  weak  at  3^c.  to  4c. 

The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  October  2,  says 
that  Castor  oil  is  very  steady  at  2^d.  for  good  seconds 
Calcutta,  2A(2.  for  first  pressure  French,  and  2^d.  for  Madras 
good  seconds,  and  there  is  a  tendency  in  sellers'  favour  in 
view  of  the  limited  arrivals  of  the  Calcutta  grade,  which  is 
quoted  at  higher  rates  to  arrive.  Considerable  business  has 
passed  in  Scammony-root  durirg  the  week,  30  bales  selling  at 
50s.  per  cwt.,  and  another  parcel  of  the  same  size  at  55s  ,  and 
now  the  holders  talk  of  60s.  per  cwt.  for  the  balance.  Cream 
of  tartar  continues  the  upward  movement,  now  97s.  6d.  to 
i00s.  per  cwt.  is  asked  for  prime  first  white,  with  steadily 
advancing  quotations  from  abroad.  Canary-seed  has  improved 
in  position  during  the  week,  large  sales  having  been  made  on 
the  spot  at  late  rates,  and  now  35s  6(2.  is  being  asked  for 
bright  Turkish.  Guinea  grains  are  moving  oil,  considerable 
sales  haviDg  been  effected  for  export  at  17s.  per  cwt,,  and 
higher  prices  are  being  asked  for  further  parcels.  For  39 
barrels  of  West  Indian  tamarinds  at  auction  only  nominal 
bids  were  obtainable,  and  holders  withdrew  the  lot  at  17s. 
to  18s.  per  cwt.  Honeys  of  all  grades  conticue  steady  with 
little  business  passing  at  the  moment.  No  further  business 
has  transpired  in  Newfoundland  cod-liver  oil,  and  one  parcel 
of  fine  is  held  for  6s.  per  gallon.  More  attention  has  been 
paid  to  African  chillies,  about  100  bags  of  prime  having 
changed  hands  at  37s.  6d.  per  cwt.  At  auction  to-day  14 
bags  Silver  grey  cochineal  sold  at  Is.  3\d.  per  lb.  Tonca 
beans  are  steady  at  late  rates.  There  has  been  rather  more 
itiquiry  ior  the  better  quality  of  Soudan  sorts  of  Gum  acacia, 
but  so  far  no  business  is  reported.  Niger  and  Brazilian 
gums  are  steady,  and  only  moderate  transactions  are  taking 
place  without  change  in  price. 

The  Scotch  Chemie  il  Market. 

Our  correspondent,  writing  on  October  2,  reports  that 
demand  for  chemicals  generally  is  steady  and  the  tone  of 
the  market  seems  to  be  improving.  Price3  are  maintained 
fully  and  without  difficulty,  with  the  exception  of  Sulphate 
of  ammonia  which  continues  to  drop  lower  and  lower,  and 
there  seems  no  prospect  of  any  early  improvement.  The 
present  value  is  about  81.  15s.  per  ton  ret,  f  o.b.  Leith. 
Quan  ity  exported  last  week  amounted  to  338  tons. 
Bleaching-powder  scarce,  11  to  11.  5s.  per  ton  net,  Tyne. 
Sal  ammoniac,  first  white,  392.  per  ton,  les3  2\  per  cent. ; 
second  white,  372 ,  less  2\  per  cent,  any  port.  Oxalic  acid 
without  change,  3\d.  per  lb.  net  any  port.  Sulphate  of 
copper  somewhat  easier,  162.  15s.  per  ton,  less  5  per  cent. 
Liverpool.  Bichromates  of  potash  and  soda  unchanged. 
English  refined  Boracie  acid  302.  per  ton  net  Glasgow,  and 
ditto  Borax  202.  per  ton  net  Glasgow.  Nitrate  of  lead 
steady,  192.  per  ton  less  2i  per  cent.  Glasgow.  Alum-  in 
lumps,  52.  10s.  per  ton  net  Glasgow.  White  and  cream- 
caustic  soda,  in  brisk  request  but  unchanged.  Soda  crystals 
scarce,  45s.  per  ton  net  Tjne.  Brown  sugar  of  lead,  162.  per 
ton,  less  2\  per  cent.  Glasgow.  White  sugar  of  lead,  232.  per 
ton,  less  2|  per  cent.  Glasgow. 


The  art  of  prescribing  pharmacopceial  preparations  is 
rarely  taught  in  our  meiicd  schools,  sa;  s  the  Medical 
Times. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

I n  Utters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  view 

as  concisely  as  possible. 
Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry, 
fkt  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications 

with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


Compressed  Flowers. 

Sir, — In  regard  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  G.  A.  Grierson  in  las 
week's  issue,  we  find  upon  referring  to  our  books  that  our 
first  order  for  "compressed  flowers"  was  received  on 
April  6  last,  since  which  time  samples  have  been  carried  by 
our  representatives  and  shown  to  many  chemists  on  their 
ground.  We  therefore  claim  to  have  originated  the  idea, 
and  have  little  doubt  that  our  claim  will  be  substantiated 
by  the  entire  trade.     Yours  faithfully, 

Leicester,  October  1.  T.  Howard  Lloyd  &  Co. 


A  TTew  Box  Wanted. 

Sir, — I  would  suggest  to  "J.  W.  H."  the  use  of  ordinary 
biscuit-tins  for  his  purpose ;  they  are  cot  expensive,  and 
they  may  be  procured  in  various  sizes  to  suit  requirements. 
I  use  them  largely  in  my  store  room  and  find  that  vegetable 
substances  keep  much  better  in  them  than  in  wooden  boxes. 
To  fix  the  labels  (ordinary  paper  ones)  I  first  wipe  the 
surface  of  the  tin  with  liq.  potass  as  and  attach  the  label  with 
flour-paste,  then  size  with  solution  of  isinglass,  and  finally 
varnish  with  Maw's  copal  varnish,  going  well  over  the 
edges.  Yours  sincerely, 

W.  H.  T.  (156/32,) 


The  Pill- counter. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  September  21  you  gave  a  table  for 
counting  pills.  Your  readers  would,  I  think,  find  the 
following  rule  more  convenient  and  easier  to  remember  than 
the  table : — ■ 

Add  one  to  the  number  of  rows ;  then  multiply  the~sum 
by  half  the  number  of  rows. 

E.g. — Suppose  there  are  eight  rows ;  then  (8  +  l)xg  =  9x4 
=  36  pills. 

I  have  found  this  rule  convenient  when  packing  a  number 
cf  articles;  by  placing  them  in  rows  one  upon  another,  and 
diminishing  the  number  in  the  row  by  one  packec  each  row, 
then  the  same  rule  holds  good. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Selby,  September  24.  P.  L.  Ridge. 


DISPENSING  NOTES, 


Correspondents  should  consult  "The  Art  of  Dispensing"  in  regard  to  dis- 
pensing difficulties.  Difficultieslnot  explained  therein  may  be  sent  to  the 
Editor,  who  invites  a  general  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  under- 
mentioned topics. 


Phenol  and  Bhubarb  Pills. 

Sir, — Why  increase  the  size  of  the  pills  ordered  in  this 
prescription  to  the  extent  of  1  to  1J  gr.  ?  If  you  add  1  drop 
of  water  to  the  carbolic  acid,  or  on  to  the  ingredients,  a  soft, 
plastic  mass  is  rapidly  made  which,  when  rolled  and  divided, 
sets  in  as  good  a  pill  as  one  could  wish.  I  enclose  the 
batch.  Any  of  the  five  suggestions  (pages  70,  71,  "  Art  of 
Dispensing")  answer  for  powdered  rhubarb  alone,  and  the 
above  method  is  worked  on  those  principles — viz  ,  one-third 
to  one-half  weight  of  fluid  to  mass.  You  have  practically 
13  gr.  of  fluid  produced  by  the  drop  of  water  on  the  phenol 
to  mass  the  rhubarb  and  quinine. 

Yours, 

Dispenser.  (151/60.) 


Use  of  Concentrated  Infusions. 
153/7.  II.  E.  B.  submits  the  following  prescription.  He 
dispensed  it  with  fresh  infusion  of  calumba,  and  the 
customer  complained  that  previously  the  mixture  had  been 
darker,  and  "  H.  E.  B."  found  that  it  had  been  dispensed 
with  inf.  calumbfe  cone.  "  H.  E.  B."  considered  it  his  duty 
to  dispense  the  prescription  as  written  : — 


Pot.  bromid     3ij. 

Ammon.  bromid.    . .  5iss. 

Pot.  bicarb   3ss. 

Infus.  calumbfe  . .       . ,     '   3vj. 

Aq.  dest.  ad    svj. 

3ij.  bis  die,  3iv.  hora  somni. 


[Our  correspondent  was  right,  no  doubt,  but  it  is  well  to 
remember  that  some  doctors  mean  concentrated  infusion 
when  they  write  as  above,  and  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
such  preparations  are  solely  used.  There  is  no  evidence, 
however,  that  the  prescription  originated  in  such  a  quarter — 
it  is  all  the  other  way,  in  fact.  It  is  regrettable  that  the 
first  dispenser  did  not  indicate  on  the  prescription  that  he 
used  concentrated  infusion.] 


A  Crumbly  Mass. 

149/95.  Byron  can  only  get  a  crumbly  mass  from  th© 
following  prescription :  — 

Pepsin  porci  .,  ..       ..       ..  gr.  iss. 

P.  capsici    gr.  ss. 

Ext.  aloes  aquos.      .,       .•       ••  gr.  ss. 

Ext.  taraxaci   gr.  j. 

Ft.  pil.   Mitte  vj. 

[A.  drop  of  syrup  is  all  that  is  required  ;  the  mass  must  be 
moderately  soft  to  prevent  crumbling.] 


A  Codeine  Mixture. 
Sir, — The  other  day  I  had  a  prescription  to  dispense  : — • 


Codeinas   . .    gr.  iv. 

Acid,  hydrochior.  dil.         ..  ..       ..  5j. 

Aq.  ciunamomi  ad  ..  ..  civ. 

M. 


I  rubbed  the  codeine  in  a  mortar  along  with  the  HC1P 
but  on  addiDg  the  cinnamon-water,  a  very  cloudy  appearance 
was  given  to  the  mixture.  I  should  be  glad^to  know  the  reason 
of  this,  and  the  proper  way  of  dispensing  it. 

I  remain,  yours,  &c. 

In  Doubt.  (156/49.) 

[The  cloudiness  is  simply  due  to  some  of  the  aromatic 
constituents  of  the  cinnamon-water  being  thrown  out  of 
solution.    Filter  the  mixture.] 


249/95.  J.  O. — Yours  came  too  late  for  insertion  last- 
week,  and  we  imagine  that  you  would  not  care  to  see  it  in 
print  now. 


LEGAL  QUERIES, 


Immediate  information  on  pharmaco-legal  matters  is  available  in  "Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  Alpe's  "  Sandy-book  of 
Medicine-stamp  Duty,"  and  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diaby. 


143/20.  Lex — "  Paregoric  "  is  a  B.P.  synonym  for  tr. 
camph.  co.,  and  the  sale  as  "  Improved  Paregoric  "  of  a  pre- 
paration without  opium  would  most  likely  be  punishable 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 


153/4.  Limited. — We  do  not  know  the  case  you  alfcide  to. 
You  should  give  us  the  exact  reference.  A  limited  company 
may  keep  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons,  and,  of  coarse, 
may  expose  them  for  sale.  But  if  an  unqualified  person 
actually  sells"  them,  that  person  becomes  liable  to  the 
penalty.  You  ask,  "  Would  an  unqualified  assistant  to  a 
limited  company  be  justified  in  refusing  to  sell  any  scheduled 
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poison  exposed  for  sale  in  the  absence  of  the  qualified 
man  ?  "  Of  coarse  he  would.  You  would  have  a  clearer 
idea  of  pharmacy  law  if  you  would  read  our  "  Pharmacy  and 
Poison  Laws  "  (2*.  6^.). 


153/12.  W.  ]■:.  II — There  is  no  law  which  can  prevent 
anyone  from  writing  prescriptions,  and  taking  fees  for  so 
doing,  if  he  can  get  them,  so  loag  as  he  does  not  assume  or 
imply  that  he  possesses  registrable  qualifications  which  he 
has  not  acquired. 


154/24.  Dens. — You  must  not  u-e  any  name,  title,  or 
description  which  may  imply  that  you  are  registered  under 
the  Dentists  Act,  or  that  you  are  specially  qualified  to 
practise  dentistry.  We  do  not  ourselves  consider  that  the 
description  of  your  shop  as  a  dental  establishment,  or  the 
announcement  that  yon  do  dentistry  in  all  its  branches,  is  an 
infringement  of  the  Act,  but  the  Dentists'  Association  may 
try  to  make  out  that  it  is,  and  may  convince  a  magistrate 
that  it  is.  If  yon  use  the  description  you  may  have  to 
defend  yourself  in  court. 


158/68.  11.  W.  H. — We  cannot  say  "for  certain"  whether 
yonr  preparation  is  liable  to  medicine-stamp  duty.  You  can 
get  an  authoritative  reply  by  sending  duplicate  labels,  Sea., 
to  Somerset  House. 


158/32.  H.  J.  N.—  We  do  not  think  you  would  be  able  to 
establish  your  claim  against  the  railway  company  under 
the  circumstances  set  forth. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


Ea:t  numbtr*  containing  formulae  educational  or  other  specific  information 

can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 
y.B. —  We  destroy  anonymous  letters.    We  do  not  answer  queries  of  the  kind 

here  dealt  with  by  post.    We  ask  that  separate  queries  shall  be  written  on 

separate  sheets  of  paper. 


143/18.  S.  J.  N — Wine  Licences —See  under  "  Excise 
Licences,"  page  198,  Diary,  1895  ;  communicate  with  Excise 
officer  of  district. 


150/31.  E.  N— Diet—  One  of  the  best  works  on  this 
subject  is  Dr.  R.  W.  Burnet's  "  Foods  and  Dietaries,  or 
Manual  of  Clinical  Dietaries"  (Griffin  &  Co.). 


150/27.  Camphor, — Ooly  a  trace  of  camphor  should  be 
put  into  Hair-wash  Powder.    Try  the  following  :  — 

Camphor.       ..       .,       ..       ..       ..  3j. 

01.  rosmarlni  ..  ..      ..      ..  nixv. 

S.V.R  5iss. 

S.  et  adjje — 

P.  bu.aeis  ,  Jxvi. 

M. 


150/  L8.  M.  Si  M.  W.—k  small  part  of  the  constituents  of 
the  meat  and  malt  is  precipitated  when  dissolved  in  wine, 
but  there  is  enough  left  for  the  purpose;  filter.  No  pre- 
servative should  be  needed  with  a  food  port- wine. 


150/61.  Justice  L.  V.  (We  cannot  decipher  your  nom  de 
plume  in  full.) — We  cannot  publish  a  letter  base!  on  the 
assumption  that  ths  Pharmacautical  Society  never  prosecute 
the  unqualifiei  assistant  of  a  limited  company  for  selling 
poisons.    They  have  done  so  on  many  occasions. 


150/60.  Elixir  Lxetoph)sp7i.—  (l)  We  cannot  undertake 
to  tell  you  which  are  the  three  oldest  pharmacies  in  London. 
In  an  article  entitled  "  Historic  Paarmac';es,"  which  we 
published  oa  July  31,  1885,  we  stnwed  tha']  Corbyns  da'ed 


from  about  1700,  Allen  &  Hanburys  from  about  1730,  and 
Savory  &  Moore's  from  about  1780.  As  far  as  we  know,  these 
are  the  oldest  London  retail  pharmacies.  (2)  There  is  an 
elixir  of  lactophosphate  of  calcium  in  the  National  Formu- 
lary, and  it  is  doubtless  intended.  There  wa3  a  syr.  z'tnei 
phosph.  in  the  London  Pharmacopoeia.  We  mention  these 
facts  because  you  have  come  to  a  quite  erroneous  conclusion 
through  not  knowing  them.  Our  experience  is  that  whole- 
sale houses  do  not  "fake  up"  things  to  please  their 
customers ;  in  fact,  we  have  so  frequent  telephonic  and 
postal  inquiries  from  wholesalers  regarding  out-of-the-way 
preparations  that  we  are  surprised  they  give  si  much  time 
and  trouble  over  little  things,  and  simply  to  oblige  customers. 


143/24.  Qwoero. — Inspectors  of  Weights  and  Mea- 
sures.— We  Know  of  no  official  organ  tor  inspectors  of 
weights  and  measures.  There  is  no  special  qualification  for 
these  appointments ;  they  are  generally  filled  by  the  local 
authorities.  Inspectors  must  find  surety  for  200?.,  so  as  to 
ensure  the  safe  custody  oC  the  local  standards  and  the  for- 
warding of  the  various  fee3  to  the  proper  authorities.  In 
Ireland  a  sub-inspector  of  the  Constabulary  is  generally 
appointed,  his  position  being  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  the 
proper  carrying  out  of  the  duties. 


139/95.  W.  I). — (1)  Rheumatic-powder,  as  quoted,  was 
intended  to  oe  made  up  with  honey  or  treacle  to  50  gr., 
but  should  you  wish  to  give  in  powder  form  so  as  to  mix, 
say,  in  water  or  milk  (condensed  will  not  matter),  then  add 
5  gr.  each  of  powdered  ginger  and  powdered  sugar  to  each 
dose.  (2)  Your  Cooling  and  Teething  Powdor  for  chil- 
dren will  be  ad  right  if  you  use  i  gr.  ot  antimonial  powder, 
instead  of  \  gr.,  a3  you  propose.  The  former  quantity  you 
will  find  especially  useful  when  you  come  to  apportion  the 
dose  for  children  beyond  one  year — say,  between  two  and 
three  years,  which  often  occurs. 


15'./37.  G.  P.  D. — See  the  E3uca'oional  number,  Septem- 
ber  7,  where  you  will  find  all  the  information  which  yon 
require. 


152/16.  Wells — Paraffin  Oil  canxot  be  completely  deodo- 
rised. If  you  want  to  treat  a  small  quantity,  proceed  as 
follows  : — Make  a  solution  of  1§  cz.  of  bichromate  of  potash 
in  a  pint  of  water,  add  1J  oz.  of  sulphuric  acid,  and  when 
cold  pour  info  one  or  two  pints  of  paraffin  oil.  Shake  well, 
and  continue  to  shake  occasionally  f  jr  a  day  ;  then  decant 
the  oil,  and  wash  with  water. 


151/6.  Subscriber. — Situations  in  South  Africa — You 
will  find  a  good  deal  of  information  concerning  the  prospects 
for  assistants  in  our  issue  of  August  31,  page  359.  Another 
article,  which  contains  some  further  particulars,  will  appear 
shortly.  We  do  not  think,  speaking  generally,  that  you 
would  much  better  your  condition  by  going  out  to  South 
Africa — at  any  rate,  not  without  an  engagement. 


93/91.  Homer. — Digestive  Syrup. — See  page  597,  Octo- 
ber 15,  1892.  You  may  make  a  similar  preparation  to 
what  you  send  us  with  4  parts  of  concentrated  decoction 
of  aloes,  1  part  of  fluid  extract  of  cascara  sagrada,  and 
1  part  of  fluid  extract  of  liquorice.  The  dose  in  this  case 
would  be  from  10  drops  to  a  teaspoonful,  according  to  effecS 
required. 


144/13.  R  A.  W.— Analysis  of  Butter,  Lard,  Ac- 
See  page  830,.  June  22,  1895.  You  will  find  good  instruction 
in  regard  to  such  matters  in  Muter 's  "  Analytical  Chemistry." 


152/42  Anson. — The  mixture  has  fermented,  and  the 
gas  liberated  by  fermentation,  and  from  the  bicarbonate 
reacting  with  the  acid  of  fermentation,  is  the  cause  of  the 
bottles  bursting.  You  should  omit  the  mist.  senr?e  co.,  and 
make  up  with  aq  ch'orcformi. 
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156/9.    M.  C.  C. — Your  inference  is  correct. 


156/15.  Euclid,  is  going  up  for  his  Minor  shortly,  and  is 
troubled  about  what  kind  of  Percentage  Solution  the  ex- 
aminers prefer,  i  e.  : — (1)  Weigh  solids,  measure  liquids,  and 
calculate  parts  by  weight  in  like  parts  by  measure,  as 
1  gr.  by  weight  in  100  fl.  gr. ;  (2)  calculate  them  as 
logically  true  percentage — i.e.,  everything  by  weight — as 
1  gr.  by  weight  in  100  gr.  weight;  (3)  base  the  calcu- 
lation upon  minims,  as  1  grain  by  weight  in  100  minims. 
[0n  page  219  of  our  Diary  for  the  present  year  we  give 
a  table  for  use  at  the  dispensing-counter.  We  understand, 
however,  that  the  examiners,  following  the  B.P.  plan,  prefer 
grains  and  fluid  grains,  and  this  is  all  right  except  when  the 
solution  is  measured  by  minims  (as  in  the  case  of  hypodermic 
solutions).  We  have  repeatedly  stated  that  the  second 
method  above  mentioned  is  ridiculous  and  logically  untrue 
when  applied  to  medicine  in  this  country.] 


155/74.  Blue  Bottle. — You  will  find  a  formula  for  Whit- 
worth  Red  Bottle  in  the  1894  Diary,  page  383.  Note 
that  the  label  is  liable  to  stamp-duty. 


146/41.  Balness  — Dr.  Horn  informs  us  that  the  pre- 
scription for  Hair-lotion  is  as  follows  :  — 


Liq.  carb.  deterg.    3iv. 

Boraois   3ss.' 

Glycerini     3j. 

Aq.  mell  f      . .  3  j. 

Aq.  dest.  ad   3vj. 

M.   Ft.  lotio. 


155/28.  Burt — We  quote  the  following  from  Squire's 
"  Companion  "  : — Aq.  nor.  anthem,  flowers,  1 ;  water,  20  ; 
distil  10. 


153/72.  Chloral. — The  following  will  make  as  palatable  a 
dose  of  the  Neuralgic  Mixture  as  you  can  get : — 

Butyl  chloral  hydratis    . .       . .       . .       . .    gr.  v. 

Glycerini    ..       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  v\xy. 

Triturate  for  several  minutes,  and  slowly  add  the  following,  previously 
mixed  : — 

Tr.  gelsemii   Tt\x. 

Aq.  chloroform,  ad        . ,   * j. 


153/49.  W.  7V~.  T. — Heading  for  Beer.— See  C.  &  JD„ 
May  11, 1895,  page  671. 


153/71.    H.R.N.—0-)  Soluble  Infants'-food 


Parts 

Malt  extract  in  powder    ..       ..       ..  ..2 

Condensed  milk     „        . ,   X 

Sugar  of  milk        „   1 

Mix. 

(2)  Lemon  Squash:— 

Sugar   ,      ..  Jxxxij. 

Citric  acid   gj. 

Water        ..      ..       ..  ..       ..  Jxxiv. 

Dissolve  and  add  the  following,  previously  mixed  and  filtered  :— 

Salicylic  acid   ,       . .  3ss. 

Oil  of  lemon  ,T~ —   3ss. 

Tincture  of  lemon-peel   3j. 

Tincture  of  turmeric    3sa 

Caramel    ITlxx. 


Shake  up  the  tincture  of  lemon  with  the  oil  row  and  then 
during  four  hours  ;  allow  the  oil  to  separate,  decant  the  tinc- 
ture  from  it,  mix  the  tincture  with  the  other  ingredients, 
and  filter. 


151/65.  A.  P.  <?.— The  system  is  genuine  as  far  as  it 
goes,  but  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  say  more  about  it. 


153/54.  Pyro.—  The  eggs  in  B.P.C.  Cod  liver-oil  Emul- 
sion are  the  cause  of  it  going  bad.  The  best  way  to  prevent 
this  is  to  add  3  oz.  of  brandy  to  each  pint,  but  even  then  it 
is  not  desirable  to  keep  it  more  than  six  weeks.  Salicylic 
acid,  1  gr.  to  the  ounce,  also  helps  to  keep  it,  but  we  advise 
yon  to  adopt  rather  a  pure  gum-acacia  emuhion  such  as  that 
described  in  the  O.  $  O.,  April  6,  1895,  page  435,  v?hich  ap- 
pears to  us  to  be  excellent. 


153/24.  J.  B.  S  —In  formula  for  Combined  Bath. 
( C  3,  D ,  September  21,  1895)  for  8  cz.  read  8  pints.  Prints 
are  usually  washed  before  using  this  bath,  although  we  know 
some  who  prefer  to  put  photographs  straight  into  the  bath 
without  any  previous  washing. 


156/71.  Trmyn. — We  do  not  know  the  apparatcs  to  which- 
you  refer.  Your  best  plan  is  to  consult  a  specialist  on  diseases 
of  the  nose. 


156/66.  Saloplien. — Carbonate  of  ammonia  5s  given  for 
calcined  hartshorn  pDwder. 


116/9.  Emulsion  — Please  say  what  kind  of  cod-liver- oil 
emulsion  you  want,  and  what  dozen  formulas  yen  have  tried,, 
and  do  not  like. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED, 


For  this  section  tee  are  always  glad  to  receive  from  subscribers  brief  notes  txn 
practical  subjects,  recipes  which  have  been  found  good  in  practice  or  which 
have  required  modification,  and  hints  or  fresh  ideas  on  any  pharma- 
ceutical or  trade  matter. 


Errard's  Tooth-forceps. — Mr  G.Burch  (West  Bromwicfa)> 
informs  us  that  Mr.  Errard  died  five  or  six  year3  ago,  and 
the  forceps  are,  in  consequence,  no  longer  made. 

In  reply  to  the  same  query,  "  Who  makes  Errard's  tooth- 
forceps  1 "  Mr.  John  Banks  (11  Aldersgate  Street,  B.C.)  states 
that  the  name  should  be  Everard,  not  Errard.  He  adds  that 
Mr.  Everard  has  been  dead  for  many  years.  He  formerly 
lived  in  Goodge  Street,  Tottenham  Court  Road,  and  was 
maker  of  tooth-forceps  for  the  late  Sir  Charles  Tomes  ;  bis 
woik  has  not  been  surpassed  since  his  death.  He  was  a 
perfect  artist,  and  although  the  forceps  now  sold  in  the 
trade  are  of  the  highest  order,  they  do  not  at  all  compare  in. 
design  and  finish  with  his. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  invites,  on  behalf  of  inquiring  subscribers,  postcard  replies  to  i/to- 
f allowing. : — 

157/70.    Dermatine :  what'is  it,  and  where  obtainabla  ?. 

159/18.    Maker  of  Epps's  Curabene. 

158/33.    Maker  of  machinery  for  cutting  isingiase. 

156/72.    Maker  of  Jones's  patent  till. 

156/72.    Maker  of  burst-neck  bottles. 


Secretaries  of  societies  will  oblige  by  communicating  to  us  as  early  as  possH^e-' 
their  arrangemen's  for  the  coming  session,  and  thereafter  from  week  to 
■week  notices  for  this  section. 

Friday,  October  11. 

Chemists'  Assistants'1  Association. — Smoking-concert  at  the 
Frascati  Restaurant,  Oxford  Street,  W.,  at  8 15  P.M., 
Mr.  Charles  TJmneyin  the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Rogerson 
in  the  vice-chair.  Tickets,  Is.  each,  may  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  W.  S.  C/ouch,  143  New  Bond  Street,  W. 


